
Dear Parents & Carers, 

I would like to start by thanking parents for your time and support 
during our recent parent’s evenings. There were many smiles and a 
great deal of positivity! Thank you! 

Unfortunately, our Friends & Family of Goldsmith (FFG) have not been able to 
run a fundraising event at the end of this term but they will be looking to run 
events in the summer term. 

This really is a bumper edition of our school newsletter with information about 
music at OGPS, World Book Day, our spring learning adventure, our amazing 
poetry winners as well as our new EYFS/KS1 playground markings.  

If you thought we would have a quiet end to the spring term, think 
again! On Friday 29th March we have our French Learning       
Adventure Day where the children come in non-uniform but with 
colours themed to the Tricolore and learn about French language 
and culture - not to mention a French lunch menu! 

Then we have a magical end to the term with 
performances of our spring musical “Aladdin for 
Kids”. We have a cast and crew of over 100, 
nearly 25% of our children are involved in some 
way with the performances, some visible on 
stage and others invisible but their art and       
design work very much on display. As of writing 
the newsletter we had 28 tickets left for the   
evening performances, so if you haven’t got your 
tickets yet - get in quick before they sell out!  

Year 4 pupils lead our final year group assembly of the term at Holy Innocents 
Church  on Thursday where they will be sharing the Easter story with us all and 
explaining why it such an important time of year for Christians in out community. 

Best wishes, 
Mr. James Simmons,  
Headteacher 

       OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning” 

 
Tel: 0208 205 6038 
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www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

@OGPSinspired 

S
c

h
o

o
l 
N

e
w

s
le

tt
e

r:
 T

h
e

 G
o

ld
s

m
it

h
 G

a
z
e
tt

e
 

E
d

it
io

n
 N

u
m

b
e

r:
 7

9
 

D
a

te
: 

W
e

d
s

 2
7

th
 M

a
rc

h
 2

0
1

9
 

mailto:admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk


Spring Learning Adventure - Let It Grow! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our spring learning adventure “Let it Grow” was a huge success and it was great to see so 
many parents and children join us after school last Thursday to see the new Forest School and 
the newly improved school garden area.  
 
What heartened me most was the number of parents who said this is exactly what they wanted 
their child to be more involved with, saying that outdoor learning was really important to them. 
Whilst we believe in achieving high standards at OGPS, this should not be at the cost of the  
wider curriculum, outdoor learning and our children’s mental health and well-being.  
 
We believe that our investment in an engaging wider curriculum, including a real focus on the 
arts, will truly inspire a love of learning in all our pupils as well as create successful and         
confident learners across many subjects! 
 
I do want to thank the staff from Woodland Adventure Forest School Harrow who worked with 
children in Y2, Y4 & Y6 as well as all the staff team after school on Monday, Tuesday & 
Wednesday to provide professional development for our teachers.  I would also like to thank Ms 
Codner, our garden specialist who led sessions with Y1, Y3 & Y5 and brought our school garden 
back to life! 
 
Thank you to parents for your financial contributions which helped the week to take place as well 
as for sending your children into school with the right clothes and footwear! 
 
A special mention to Mr Iqbal, one of our new parent governors who spent two days helping to 
clear, cut, dig and improve the areas. Also a thank you to Carlton and Mr Williams for helping 
him! 
 
Finally, a big thank you to our Science Leaders, Mrs McNeil & Mr Crawford for all their hard 
work behind the scenes bringing our learning adventure to life!   
 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
 We need some watering cans to help us 

water the new garden area - do you have an 
old spare working watering can you could 
donate or could you buy us a new one? We 
will need about 10 to make life easier for 
our budding gardeners! 

 Could you offer any time to help us with 
gardening in the school day or after school 
to help weed and take care of our new 
space? If you are great at gardening, you 
are just what we need to help us keep the 
garden going for years to come! 

 
Contact the school office if you can help? 

 

http://woodlandadventureforestschoolharrow.com/


Some photograph highlights of the Spring Learning Adventure, “Let it Grow” 2019… 
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Reception Outdoor Forest School Learning 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We spent the day in the Forest School, making friendship bracelets,  going 

on a bug hunt, decorating our pots with natural resources and planting sun-

flower seeds in our decorated pots. 

What new skills did it teach… 

To make the bracelets and going on the bug hunt we had to work as a team 

and in partnership to complete the tasks.  We also had to listen well and     

follow instructions to complete the tasks. 

 
“ I enjoyed making bracelets and planting 

my seeds. I know why planting is            

important!”  Sahar 

“I enjoyed the bug hunt. I have seen many 

mini-beasts. They live under the logs and 

I know now that if you use a magnifying 

glass you can see them even closer.”  

Mayan 

“We have to be careful where we walk or 

else we will step on small bugs.” Gabriel  

“I liked going into the forest and seeing 

what fruits and vegetables will grow in 

the new garden.” Mahi 



Year 1: Growing from Seeds and Cuttings  

 

 

 

Year 1 planted a variety of fruit plants and potatoes in the school 

garden. They also went to the forest area where we identified and 

collected  different types of leaves for their crowns!  

The children worked together in teams and learnt how to dig holes, 

unpot plants and plant them in the soil. They observed  seeds in 

fruit and planted these in their own pots.  

“I loved digging the deep deep holes 

for the new  trees.” Razvan 

“My favourite part was hunting for 

mini-beasts and finding seeds.”   

Yusra 

“We learnt about finding seeds like  

apple  and tomato seeds”. Kymiah 

“I liked being out in the garden and 

planting was fun.” Zameyl 



Year 2: Habitats  

 

 

 

Used natural objects to make bird feeders, necklaces and        

friendship  bracelets in the Forest School.  

What new skills did we learn… 

Collaboration, independence, leadership and resilience.  

“I really enjoyed making the bird 

feeder it was amazing. It was fun 

to be outside and learn about      

nature.” Zakariya 

 

“Learning outside was challenging     

because someone said there were 

snakes which was scary but It was 

still fun anyway. I can make and 

hang things in the forest like bird 

feeders.” Raphael 



Year 3: Garden Ecology & Composting! 

 

 

 

PHOTO 1 PHOTO 2 PHOTO 3 

Gardening Session: Clear litter, weeds and roots to prepare the soil for planting, made a 

wormery for composing,  completed an experiment to identify with soil type, found mini-

beasts in their natural habitat. Forest School: Collected resources from nature to create a 

natural piece of art work inspired by Andy Goldsworthy . We photographed the art work. 

Then made a frame for the picture using sticks or twig. Finally we wrote a recount of 

events in our science books.  

What new skills did it teach…  cooperation, teamwork, resilience; respect for plants and 

animals,  an understanding of why litter is bad for the environment;  how to make a    

wormery and the role of worms in keeping soil healthy and full of nutrients. The link        

between worms, composting and plant growth. Inspired by the  outdoor art of Andy 

Goldsworthy,  children used their imagination to design and create art work using          

resources in the environment.  They learned look at how patterns work together in nature. 

 

“I enjoyed digging in our new garden and 

making sure it was clean and ready to 

grow plants. I enjoyed collecting the      

litter.” Wahab 

“I learnt that some artists use natures      

resources to make art. I liked getting the 

supplies  and putting them altogether.” 

Aliyah 

“I enjoyed composting. I didn’t  know you 

can mix rubbish with the soil to make 

good soil.” Yasir 

“I liked making patterns with the stones 

in the garden. I learnt that there are        

different types of worms.” Viya 

 



Year Group: 4  Funky Foresters  

 

 

 

   

In year 4 children enjoyed leaf bashing, making leaf prints on air 

dried clay, as well as exploring the nature area. They also learned a 

great deal about handling leaves. 

This experience taught our children how to respect fire and 

develop their knowledge of plants, recognising that some 

plants are poisonous. 

 “I learned that some leaves are      

dangerous and I enjoyed making up 

my animal name ‘Meltem the Mouse’.” 

Meltem 

“I learned that nature is important and 

a new skill, using metal to create a 

fire.”  Adam 

“I really enjoyed playing hide-and-seek 

and trying to camouflage ourselves.” 

Ecaterina 

“We used literacy skills to create              

alliteration with our names and animal 

& plant names.” Emma 

 



Year 5: Garden Preparation & Herb Gardens  

 

 

 

For the spring learning adventure Year 5 had the               

opportunity to hone their gardening skills in the OGPS 

school garden by creating stunning herb gardens!  

Year 5 learned to dig over beds; plant herb gardens & make       

sections using stone patterns; use secateurs safely to cut back 

brambles; scrape up moss and create compost! 

 

“I loved pulling the weeds and cut-

ting the long branches.” Kaylan 

“I enjoyed the gardening, it was a 

good experience to do more       

gardening at home and help more. 

It also made us learn new words 

like secateurs! I hope to do it 

again.”  Linda 

“Not only did I learn new skills but I 

also made new friends in the 

class!”  Adelina  



Year 6: Forest Survival School - Shelters & Fire Lighting! 

 

 

 

PHOTO 1  PHOTO 3 

Year 6 enjoyed constructing shelters using ropes and            

tarpaulins in teams . They lit fires using steels  and tinder,  

and learned to have respect for an open fire. 

New skills included  tying knots , striking a  spark from a steel to 

light a fire,  selecting different thicknesses of firewood, and using 

the ‘respect ‘position when lighting a fire. 

 “I really enjoyed  it  when we made 

sparks in fire lighting , and I enjoyed 

building the shelter so much that I 

made my own ‘debris den’ out of  

sticks I found.” Rayan 

“I loved all the different activities,  it 

was fun to be outside and to try new 

things like fire lighting.” Joshua 

 


