
 
Inspired to       care        cooperate        communicate        create        celebrate 

 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
“Inspiring a love of learning” 

 

 

                   

                                                                    

 

 

 

                                                                                   Monday, 11 March 2019 

Spring Learning Adventure: OGPS Outdoor Learning 2019 

 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
Next week is our spring learning adventure week and we are excited to announce that it will focus on 
outdoor learning and will launch our new Forest School as well as our refurbished School Garden.   
 
You will have no doubt read or heard in the media about schools supporting pupils’ mental health and 
this is very much part of our provision aimed at helping our children to become more aware of the 
natural world around them. With children spending an ever increasing amount of time on screens of 
differing sizes, it is vital that we encourage our children to put them down and get outside as much as 
possible! 
 

Next week, ALL children will have the chance to either work in our Forest School or our School 
Garden. Over time, children will get the chance to use both of these areas. 
 

To deliver our exciting outdoor learning adventure “Let it Grow” we are bringing in expert 
practitioners from Harrow Forest School http://woodlandadventureforestschoolharrow.com/ as well as 
from Elsley Primary School to lead hands on, practical, fun and memorable outdoor learning 
sessions. Below you can see a summary of what is going on across the school so you can see what 
your child will be learning about… 
 

Day Who Where What 
Mon 18th March Year 6 Forest School Exploring the outdoor environment, tarpaulins,  

fire lighting and willow whittling! 

Tues 19th March Year 4 Forest School Exploring the outdoor environment, getting to know  
trees and leaves, creating leaf tiles! 

 Year 5 School Garden Gardening skills, planting seeds and creating herb gardens! 

Weds 20th March Year 2 Forest School Exploring the outdoor environment, friendship trees and 
making natural bird feeders! 

 Year 3 School Garden Learning about garden waste, soils and compost  
and creating our own Wormery! 

Thurs 21st March EYFS Forest School Exploring the outdoor environment! 

 Year 1 School Garden Growing from seeds, exploring seeds in fruits and vegetables 
and planting fruit bushes and potatoes! 
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How can parents help? 

 

1. On the day your child is taking part in Forest School or School Garden activities, they DO NOT 

need to come to school in their school uniform. Instead they should come in casual, 

comfortable, warm clothing that, and most importantly, you don’t mind if it gets wet or 

muddy! Children will need a waterproof jacket and outdoor footwear such as old trainers or 

wellington boots that they can change into when they go outside. Please send them into 

school in a plastic bag! 

2. As a school we are investing around £2500 in our outdoor learning events next week. With our 

school budget getting ever tighter, in the same way with off-site trips we are asking for a 

voluntary contribution of £2.50 per child towards the costs of the workshops we are 

putting on. We hope you are able to support us. 

3. Talk to your child after their workshop, ask them what they enjoyed, what it felt like learning 

outdoors and what their favourite activity was! 

 

How can parents get involved? 

 

1. Come and join us on Thursday 21st March; we are opening up our Forest School and 

School Garden from 3.30pm-4pm so that parents can visit the areas that children have 

been working on. Once you have collected your child at 3.30pm, why not let them take you to 

see the Forest School and School Garden? It will be muddy so don’t wear your best heels! 

2. We need volunteers to help us with our gardening over the rest of the year. Are you a keen 

gardener? Could you volunteer some time to help keep our garden area looking great? Let the 

office know and we can add your name to a list of volunteers. 

 

We will be keeping to this wise saying next week; our 

outdoor learning will be taking place outdoors unless it 

is unsafe to do so – a little bit of rain or colder 

conditions will not stop us! Please make sure you 

send your child to school in warm layers and with a 

waterproof coat. This way they can stay happy and 

warm outdoors! 

 

 

We look forward to another exciting and practical learning adventure which inspires a love of outdoor 

learning in our children as well as some memorable moments to last a lifetime! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr James Simmons 

Headteacher 


