Tuesday 30th June Session 2
Comprehension
Read the information about rainbows, then answer the questions.
Remember to underline the answers in the text.
Rainbows
A rainbow is an arc of colour in the sky that can be seen when the sun
comes out during or after a rainstorm.
How a rainbow is formed
A rainbow is formed when a person sees the sun or a light source shining
through rain drops.

This type of rainbow is formed when sunlight strikes raindrops, at a forty
two degree angle, in front of the people looking at it.

light

When the light strikes the drops, it changes and splits into colours, called
a spectrum. These colours are bounced back to us so that we see a
rainbow.

light

What we see

The colors of a rainbow are red, orange, yellow, green, blue and purple.
Where are rainbows?
The rainbow is an optical illusion, which means that it tricks your eyes so
that what you think you see is different from what is really there.
Rainbows are not in a fixed spot in the sky, as the appearance of a
rainbow depends on where the person seeing it is and where the light is.
Rainbows are actually full circles but people who are looking at them on
the ground can only see them above the horizon.
Fascinating fact
A moonbow, also called a lunar rainbow, is a rainbow that is produced by
light from the moon.
Questions
1) What is a rainbow?
2) How is a rainbow formed?
3) What is a light source? Write down three other light sources.
4) What does the word ‘spectrum’ mean?
5) What are the colors of a rainbow?

6) What does ‘optical illusion’ mean? Have you seen any other examples of
optical illusions?
7) What does the word ‘appearance’ mean?
8) Are rainbows in a fixed place in the sky? How do you know this?
9) What shape are rainbows?
10) Rainbows can been seen as a symbol of hope. What does this mean?

