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RE: E-Safety of Children in Y5 – Use of Apps listed as 16yrs+ 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

 

I am writing as it has come to our attention that a number of children in year five have been using 

“Whats App” on their mobile devices to send messages to each other. “Whats App” is an app that 

allows messages to be sent between users, it also allows users to create groups where a large 

number of people can see messages sent to each other. In its terms of service for using “Whats 

App” you need to be aged 16 years and over; if you are under 16 you ,must have consent of a parent 

or guardian. This is a clear signal that it is unsuitable for children to be accessing and using. If you 

would like further information about the app, please visit the following website; 

https://www.webwise.ie/parents/explainer-whatsapp/ 

 

I want to advise parents that some of the content and tone of messages being sent between some of 

our year five children through “Whats App” was inappropriate and disrespectful. Whilst I recognise 

that messages are sent outside of school time, I am concerned that it may become a school issue as 

it impacts on pupil relationships within school time.  

 

Year five teachers have spoken to pupils and made them aware of the dangers of using this app; that 

they must have parental permission to use it and that using inappropriate language or sending 

messages of a disrespectful tone is not acceptable. 

 

I ask parents to be aware of this issue, to check and see if your child has downloaded and is using 

this app and speak with them about the seriousness of e-safety and the importance of e-manners! 

 

Thank you in advance for your support in reinforcing this important message. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

Mr James Simmons 

Headteacher 

Tel: 0208 205 6038/7693 
020 8205 6800 (Nursery) 

Fax: 0208 205 4987 
admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 
Twitter: @OGPSinspired 
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