


What did we learn about last week?

Last week, we were reminiscing about our 
time in Year 5. We started by looking at the 
goals that we set ourselves at the start of the 
year and thought about whether we had 
reached our goals.

We then looked at the experiences that we 
had during Year 5 and in Tuesday’s lessons, 
we wrote descriptive paragraphs for some of 
our experiences.

Today, we are going to write our draft of our 
diary entry.



Re-capping the Toolkit

Safe
• First person pronouns
• Past tense
• Write in chronological order
• Personal emotions and feeling 

(powerful verbs)
• Informal writing
• Adjectives

• Time Adverbials

Stretch
• Include everything from safe
• Fronted Adverbials
• Conjunctions
• Expanded Noun Phrases
• Semi colons

Super Stretch
• Include everything from safe and 

stretch
• Include an introduction that sets the 

scene and creates atmosphere
• Figurative language – similes, 

metaphors and personification
• Write in both the active and the 

passive voice



Grammar – First Person

Writing in the First Person (Personal Pronouns)
A pronoun is a word used to replace a noun. Examples of 
pronouns are: he, she, it, they. We use pronouns so that 
we don't need to keep repeating the same nouns. A 
personal pronoun is a word which can be used instead of 
a person, place or thing. First person pronouns are I and
my. You could also write my, we and our in your diary if 
you are referring to you and your group of friends.



Grammar – Past Tense

Writing in the Past Tense
The past tense is made up of simple past, past perfect and past progressive. Simple 
past is what we are used to. We use the past form of the verb, often adding ‘d’ or ‘-
ed’.

The past perfect is used to talk about an event that was completed in the past 
before something else happened:

I had just finished cooking the meal when my guests arrived.

I didn't want to watch the film, as I had already seen it.



Grammar – Past Tense

Writing in the Past Tense
The past progressive (also known as past continuous) is used for a continuous 
action in the past, for example:

I was working hard when the telephone interrupted me.

Everyone was shouting.

They were always arguing.



Diary Layout

I would like you all to layout your diary with the following format:

• Start with the date.

• Open your Diary by writing either ‘Dear Diary’ or you can give your diary a 
name.

• Use paragraphs to differentiate memories from one another.

• Sign off by saying something like – “Those were my memories of Year 5, I look 
forward to writing to you next year to tell you all about Year 6.”

• Write your name at the end of your diary entry.

I have created an example diary entry for you to have a look at to help 
you structure your diary entry and to give you some ideas of what to 
write. Please do not simply copy the example.

The example can be found in the Year 5 home learning area, it is named:
Y5 Week 11 English Writing Lesson 2 Diary Example.pdf



Main Task – Write a draft of your diary 
entry

Your task is to write a draft of your diary entry, all about your 
experiences in Year 5. Think about all that you have worked on last 
week:
• The journey that you’ve had to achieve your goals.
• The experiences that you have had this year.

Use the Safe, Stretch and Super Stretch toolkit in your writing.

Safe

• First person pronouns

• Past tense

• Write in chronological order

• Personal emotions and feeling (powerful 
verbs)

• Informal writing

• Adjectives

• Time Adverbials

Stretch
• Include everything from safe
• Fronted Adverbials
• Conjunctions
• Expanded Noun Phrases
• Semi colons

Super Stretch
• Include everything from safe and stretch
• Include an introduction that sets the scene 

and creates atmosphere
• Figurative language – similes, metaphors and 

personification
• Write in both the active and the passive voice


