
WALT: 
Identify 
Formal and 
Informal 
Writing

Y E AR  5  2 0 2 0



What does formal and informal 
mean?

FORMAL INFORMAL 

This is when you talk to 

someone that is official 

or important, like the 

queen or Mr Simmons.

Basically you talk 

making sure to make 

your words fancy, not 

abbreviating words, and 

showing off your 

vocabulary.  

This is the language you would 

use everyday with your friends, 

it is your unofficial style and 

manner. You can use contracted 

words (couldn’t, hasn’t’ etc) and 

even slang. 



Look at these, which synonyms are 
formal and which are informal?

Formal 

These are informal because they 

are something your could say to a 

friend.  

These are formal because they are 

something your would say to 

someone official or important. 



Now have a look at this sentence, do you think it is 
formal or informal?
Which are the words that influence your decision?

Mother disliked it when we were 

boisterous, as she said we were a 

hinderance to her. 



Now have a look at this sentence, do you 
think it is formal or informal?
Which words that influence your decision?

Mother disliked it when we were 

boisterous, as she said we were a 

hinderance to her. 

The words in red are the ones that make it clear the sentence is formal. These are not words that you would 

use everyday to your friends but it would be to someone official like in writing a report. 

If it was to be informal, like talking online to a friend it would be more like:

Mum really hated it when we were mucking about, as she said we were not helping her. 



Now have a look at this sentence, do you think it is formal 
or informal?
Which words influence your decision?
Can you change the sentence to it is the vice versa?

The television production I observed 

last night was superb and I believe 

the cast to be incredibly talented. 



Now have a look at this sentence, do you think it is formal 
or informal?
Which words that influence your decision?
Can you change the sentence to it is the vice versa?

The television production I observed

last night was superb and I believe

the cast to be incredibly talented. 
The words in red are the ones that make it clear the sentence is formal. These are not words that you would use 

everyday to your friend, this is something you would use if you were a journalist writing in a newspaper. 

If it was to be in informal language, like talking to a friend at break time it would be more like:

The show I watched last night was great and I think the people were really cool!



Mini-Task: Sort the vocabulary according to the situation. 





Task time 

Safe: do task 1

Stretch: do task 1 and 2

S.Stretch: do all the tasks. 


