
Year 5 Distance Learning - English 
Summer Term – Week Three: Monday 4th May – Friday 8th May 

It is important for children to watch the YouTube video for each lesson 
 
Monday 4th May – Writing 
WALT: understand the features of a letter. 
 
To begin, make sure that you watch the input video on YouTube - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5qfMWXMBDEY 
 
Main Task – Plan the body of your letter. 
 

 
 
You can plan your letter in any way that works for you. I would recommend thinking about 
what main points you want to write about in your letter. 
 
Once you know the main points that you will be writing about, use them as subheadings and 
make bullet point notes under each subheading. These will be the basis of your paragraphs 
when you write your letter on Thursday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tuesday 5th May – Grammar 
WALT: write from different points of view. 
 
To begin, make sure that you watch the input video on YouTube - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3sm0LOgykFw 
 
Task: 
Safe: 1 – 10   Stretch: 1 – 15   Super Stretch: 1 – 15 + EXT  
 

1. Change this sentence to the second person. She shouldn't spend all her pocket 
money on sweets. 

 
2. Change this sentence to the third person. When I scraped my elbow on the brick, 

it began to bleed. 
 

3. Change this sentence to the third person. I didn't want to tell them that I didn't 
care for their favourite film. 

 
4. Change this sentence to the second person. Mr. Williams gave us all a star today 

for our excellent behaviour. Change this sentence to the second person. 
 

5. Change this sentence to the first person. She gave herself a big pat on the back. 
 

6. Change this sentence to the first person. The dentist told them that they must 
brush their teeth after every meal. 

 
7. Change this sentence to the first person. Ice cream is dripping down your chin. 

 
8. Change this sentence to the second person. I should open my post. 

 
9. Change this sentence to the third person. As soon as I wake up, I spend a few 

minutes remembering my dreams. 
 

10. Change this sentence to the first person. She had always loved going fishing with 
her Dad. 
 
Rewrite sentences 11-15 in the first person. 

11. Peter walks to the shops every morning. 
12. He buys his paper at the same time every day. 
13. He meets his friend, Jane, at the bus-stop. 
14. She always gives him one of her favourite sweets. 
15. They talk about their plans for the day together. 

 
EXT (Super Stretch) – Write a descriptive paragraph in the first person describing a journey 
to school. Think about your senses, what you see, hear, smell, feel. You must use a fronted 
adverbial, a relative clause, a semi colon, an expanded noun phrase, a simile, a metaphor 
and personification 



Wednesday 6th May – Grammar 
WALT: write in the present tense. 
 
To begin, make sure that you watch the input video on YouTube - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLYucjj7nYA 
 
Task: 
Safe: Part 1 - 2   Stretch: Parts 1 - 3   Super Stretch: Parts 1 - 4 
 
Part 1 
Write a paragraph in the present tense describing a typical play time at Oliver Goldsmith 
Primary School. You must use at least a fronted adverbial, a relative clause, a semi colon and 
an expanded noun phrase. Of course, I’d hope that you would also use other elements of 
toolkits that we have worked on in our English lessons in Year 5. 
 
Part 2 
Identify the tense used in each sentence - either present perfect, present or present 
progressive. 
Example: I have been learning to play tennis for 6 weeks. Present perfect. 
 

1. I catch the bus to school every morning. 
2. I am cooking a homemade spaghetti Bolognese. 
3. They go swimming every Sunday at the leisure centre. 
4. We are drawing cartoons for our poster. 
5. The lift has broken so we need to take the stairs. 
6. I have caught a cold so my eyes keep watering. 

 
Part 3 

1. Explain how you know ‘Julia makes all her friends laugh.’ is in the present tense. 
2. Explain how you know ‘Chen is practising his times tables.’ is in the present 

progressive tense. 
3. Explain how you know ‘Amy has shown her whole family her gold medal.’ is in the 

present perfect tense. 
 
Part 4 

1. What is a verb? 
2. How does a verb change a sentence? 

 
Identify the tense: 

3. Gary has typed 4 letters of complaint this year already! 
4. Muhammed tries his best every lesson. 
5. Jordan is reading the instructions before building the Lego set. 

 
 
 
 
 



Thursday 7nd May – Writing 
WALT: write a letter 
 
To begin, make sure that you watch the input video on YouTube - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ToCQawlb08 
 
Mr Lev’s example letter for year 5 
 

Mr Lev 
56 Letter House 

Literacy Road 
England 
LH5 6LR 

 
Thursday 7th May 2020 

To my future great-great grandchild, 
 
My name is Mr Lev and I am your great-great grandfather. Although we have never met, I 
am choosing to write you this letter back in 2020 at a time when the world is in a very 
interesting state. I will put this letter into a secret time capsule and do not want you to read 
it until 100 years after it had been written; if you are indeed reading this, the date must be 
the 7th of May 2120. 
 
As I mentioned, I am writing this during a time where life is very different due to a new virus 
that has spread across the world. Maybe you have learned about it at school? Did I mention 
that I am a school teacher? I have an incredible year 5 class who I am currently teaching 
through YouTube because of this horrendous virus. 
 
I am writing you this letter to tell you all about how I am living my life during this lockdown. 
They call it lockdown because we have to stay in our homes. I am only allowed out of my flat 
to buy essential items of shopping, an hour of exercise a day and for the days that I work at 
school to work with the children whose parents are on the front line fighting this unknown, 
awful virus. 
 
I try to keep to a routine each day so that I keep my brain exercising, after all I don’t want it 
to stop working! This morning, I woke up at 6:30am, the time I would normally wake up for 
work and made my breakfast before settling down in front of my computer to create some 
exciting, stimulating lessons for my year 5s. I have spent all morning creating slides and then 
making videos to help the children with their learning. 
 
During the afternoon, I am learning to play the guitar which is my new hobby. It is not as 
easy as I thought it would be but I am not going to give up. My acoustic guitar is made of 
smooth, shiny wood and I am trying to play an Ed Sheeran song. He is a really popular 
musician at the moment and I wonder if his music has lasted the test of time. Do you listen 
to any of his music? 
 



Last week was my mother’s birthday. We aren’t allowed to leave our own houses, so we had 
to have a birthday dinner over FaceTime, which is a video calling application made by apple, 
to celebrate with her. She would have been your great-great-great grandmother; she would 
have loved you. 
 
There is so much more that I want to tell you about. There is this incredible man named 
Captain Tom Moore who is 100 years old. He raised over 30 million pounds for the NHS and 
even had a number one single! You should look him up on the internet, as well as 
researching all of the NHS heroes and what they are doing during this time. 
 
Whilst I am living my life differently to how I normally would, I am making the best of it. 
That is something that you and your friends should always do, make the best of everything 
in life! 
 
I was thinking, maybe you could continue this tradition and write a letter to your great-great 
grandchild to open in 100 years, on the 7th of May 2220. 
 
Lots of love to you and the rest of my future family, 
Great-Great Grandpa Lev 
 
 
Main Task – Write your letter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday 8th April – Comprehension 
 

Comprehension Text – Whales in Captivity (Letter) 
 

14 Dunbar Drive 
Earley 

Reading 
Berkshire 
RG5 4HA 

 
 
Date: 12/01/2014 
Re: Killer whales in captivity 
 
 
Dear Sea Parks, 
 
I am writing to complain about your policy of keeping killer whales in captivity for 
entertainment purposes at your venues. I strongly feel that you are not only breaching 
the most basic of animal rights by keeping the whales in your pools but also believe that 
you are harming them in the process too. 
 
Killer whales are very large animals that, by their very nature, need vast room to swim 
and hunt within. It is a well-known fact that they can swim up to 100 miles a day whilst in 
the wild and I believe that you are restricting this instinct by holding them in small pools 
at your parks. Surely it must frustrate the whales and cause them stress being held in 
captivity like this. 
 
In my opinion, making the whales perform to audiences on a daily basis is a cruel 
practice and one that you should be deeply ashamed about. Killer whales were not born 
to perform and should not need to be bribed to do the tricks that you ask of them. Would 
you enjoy being made to perform for food on a daily basis? Would this not be 
humiliating? I ask that you think carefully about the impact that these shows have on the 
whales’ lives and put yourself in their shoes for a moment or two to consider how they 
must be feeling every single day.  
 
Finally, I was shocked to find out recently that whales living in captivity typically live 
shorter lives than those in the wild. How do you feel knowing that you are responsible for 
this? It is not right that you are allowed to be involved in affecting the whales’ lengths of 
life in this way. 
 
In summary, I believe that you need to stop your shameful practice and release the 
whales back into the wild as soon as possible. It is outrageous that you have been 
allowed to get away with this for such a long time and I will do all I can to help ensure 
the safe release of the whales back into their natural habitat. 
 

 
 
Jenny Pierce 



Questions 
 

1) Find and copy one word that informs us of Sea Parks’ purpose for keeping the killer 
whales. 

 
 
 

2) Up to how many miles can a killer whale swim per day? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3) Find and copy one word that shows what a whale is not born to do. 
 
 
 
 

4) Draw lines to match the following words to their definitions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5) List three arguments used by Jenny Pierce to persuade Sea Parks that keeping killer 
whales in captivity is wrong. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

75 miles 

100 miles 

125 miles 

150 miles 

captivity 

breaching 

restricting 

humiliating 

To break something. 

Making someone feel 
embarrassed. 
Put a limit on. 

Being imprisoned or confined. 

1 mark 

1 mark 

1 mark 

2 marks 

2 marks 



 
6) Tick one box to complete this sentence. 

 
Whales living in captivity typically live … 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7) Look at paragraph 3. How would Jenny Pierce feel if she was a whale at Sea Parks? 
Use evidence from the text to justify your answer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

8) By keeping killer whales in captivity, Sea Parks are violating basic animal rights. 
 

Do you agree with this statement? Use evidence from the text to justify your 
answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9) If you were the owner of sea parks, how would you respond to this letter?  
 

 

Yes No Yes and no 

happier lives. 

shorter lives. 

healthier lives. 
1 mark 

2 marks 

2 marks 

3 marks 


