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What do you think will go into an 
instructional piece of writing? 

2019 Autumn 

Instructions how to make 
an egg transporter

2020 Spring

Persuasive leaflet

2020 Summer

… yet to be revealed 

As you can see this year so far we 

have done non-fictional writing 

already. 

Write down all that you think might 

be on the toolkit for an 

‘instructional piece of writing’ 

before scrolling onto the next page. 

DON’T CHEAT



Instructional writing toolkit

For those of you who didn’t cheat...

Scroll on down and continue your distance 

learning. 

Some of you would cheat! Go back up and write 

out what you think the toolkit will be. 



Instructional 
piece of writing 
toolkit 

Introduction

Imperative Verbs

Modal Verbs

Time Conjunctions/Time Adverbials

Relative Clauses/Parenthesis

Write in the Second Person (You)

Sub Headings

Bullet Points and Colons



Verbs

Imperative verbs

These are more easily understood as ‘bossy 

verbs’ because it’s the verbs that command 

someone to do something.

Watch this song to help your understanding.

Modal verbs

These are verbs that indicate the possibility or likelihood of 

something happening. E.g. 

You should eat your peas.

You must eat your peas. 

This video will help to clarify your understanding. 

https://youtu.be/oApd0goKJDM
https://youtu.be/5bREQcdMYBA


Time conjunctions and adverbials 

Most of you will be sick of this, given the amount we have been telling you to use this in your writing all 

year. Time conjunctions and adverbials help your writing flow better and therefore make it easier for 

your reader to read and be engaged in what you are saying.

Here is a video to help your understanding of fronted adverbials 

https://youtu.be/pCpJXDy0tb8


Relative Clauses and Parenthesis 

Relative clause is a subordinate clause (that means the sentence can work with out it) that is in a 

sentence that normally starts with a relative pronoun (who, which, whose etc.)

Parenthesis is the use of brackets, dashes or commas. Both these objectives can be used in one 

sentence e.g.

Today - while I was doing my home learning – I didn’t have any distractions or food around me.

Below is a good explanation.

https://youtu.be/0-O7nhM7BJY


Sub-headings

This you would have mastered in previous years, but 

here is a brief description just in case.

A sub-heading is heading for smaller parts of your 

writing, so you will have the main heading (in other 

words your title) and then you can have sub-heading 

breaking it down.  

These are used in non-fiction texts to help the reader 

find what they want. 



Bullet points and colons

So you already know how to use a 

colon before a list. 

Mr Lev showed you how to use a 

semi-colon to separate to 

independent clauses back in week 

1. Remember to keep using them!

When introducing a list make sure 

to start with a colon as in the 

example from this child’s book on 

the right. 

Used a colon to 

introduce the 

list.

Didn’t 

start with 

a capital. 

Each new 

point is 

punctuated 

differently; 

it should be 

consistent. 



Mini Task
Download the file called ‘Y5 Week 4 English Lesson 1 Mini Task Jez's 

Revolting Recipe’. It should look like the mini picture on the left. 

Now go through it finding all the parts of the toolkit:

Imperative Verbs

Modal Verbs

Time Conjunctions/Time Adverbials

Relative Clauses/Parenthesis

Write in the Second Person (You)

Sub Headings

Bullet Points and Colons



Mini Task: 
what did you 
find?

Imperative and 

Modal Verbs

Time 

Conjunctions/Time 

Adverbials

Relative 

Clauses/Parenthesis

Write in the Second 

Person (You)

Sub Headings

Bullet Points and 

Colons



Task: recap the toolkit for 
instructional writing.

Your task for today is to look a the three simple and boring instructions. They 

have been taken from children’s books in lower year groups and typed up. 

You need to up-level them by making sure that they have the toolkit (also 

check their spelling and grammar). Feel free to cross things out, reword 

sentences and add as you think will make it better.

Y5 week 4 English Lesson 1 Task

Safe: do one

Stretch: do two

S. Stretch: do three


