Recap:
Mammals
Gestation:
Embryo growing
inside the mother,
where it is
completely reliant
upon the mother.

Mammals:
• have hair or fur
• warm-blooded
• feed babies milk
• give live birth

WALT: understand the lifecycle of a
mammal.
The lifecycle of a mammal involves 3 main
stages:
Independent adult

Young: Main
period of growth
and developing
independence
from the parents.

adult

usually seeks company
from the opposite sex
and mates. Adult
female nurses their
young.

embryo

young

Mini Task: I would like you to create a comparison life cycle poster of two mammals
that you know – are there any other significant life changes that they may go through?
Can you find out any interesting facts about your chosen mammals.
You can choose how to want to create your poster-be imaginative.

Recap:
Amphibians

WALT: Understand the lifecycle of an amphibian.
The lifecycle of a frog involves 5 main stages:
The tadpole grows front legs
and tail shortens. Uses
nutrients in tail as food. It
jumps out of water onto
land.

After 2-25 days the
tadpole hatches from
the egg. It swims and
eats plants. It breathes
through gills.

The female
lays mass of
eggs which are
fertilised by
the male.

The tail disappears and
it starts to eat insects
instead of plants. It
takes 2-4 years to
become an adult frog,
when it can lay eggs.

Amphibians:
• live in water and
on land
• moist slimy skin
• lays eggs
• babies different
from adults

The tadpole grows
fins and a stronger
tail. Then it develops
lungs and hind legs.

TASK: Present your learning about the
life cycle of a frog (or a different
amphibian) in one of these ways or in
your own way:
• Create a computer based
presentation like PowerPoint or
Scratch
• Use drama
• Make a small book
• Your own idea

WALT: Understand the life cycle of a reptile.

Recap: Reptiles

The female and male mate, then
the female reptiles lays fertilised
eggs. An embryo starts to grow
within the egg. Most reptiles bury
their eggs and leave them to hatch
alone.

When fully
grown the adult
reptile will begin
to mate.

The hatchling begins to grow and
becomes a juvenile. The juvenile
looks just like the adult reptile. The
juvenile grows slowly over a long
period before reaching adulthood.

Reptiles:
• most hatch from eggs.
• are cold blooded.
• have dry, scaly skin

When the embryo is fully
formed, it is called a
hatchling. It uses an egg
tooth to break out of the
egg or ‘hatch’.
Interesting Fact

Due to the Mother burying her eggs
and leaving them to hatch, the
hatchlings have to fend for themselves
from the moment they leave their
egg.

Interesting Fact

Garter Snake

Although most reptiles lay eggs, a
few species give birth to living
offspring.

TASK: Although they are all classed as reptiles, the life cycles
of some of these creatures can be very different from what
we have learned so far.
Make a leaflet to showcase the differences between the life
cycles of these two reptiles: Garter snake /Crocodile

Crocodile

Recap: Insects

WALT: Understand the lifecycle of an insect (complete metamorphosis).
Most insects undergo complete metamorphosis. This involves 4 main stages:
The pupa is formed when the
larva moults for the last time.
Pupa have a hard protective
coating and are often
camouflaged. The larva
transforms completely inside the
pupa.

Insects:
• hatch from eggs
• some look like parents and shed skin as
grow
• some go through metamorphosis young and
adult are different.

Eggs are
laid by the
female
insect.

The eggs hatch into
larva. The larva look
nothing like the adult.
This varies depending
on species. Common
forms are caterpillars,
maggots, grubs.

The adult breaks
out of the pupa
and matures.

WALT: To understand the lifecycle of an insect (incomplete metamorphosis).
The lifecycles of insects that don’t complete metamorphosis involve 3 main stages:

The nymph grows into
the adult form,
sometimes shedding
skin. In winged insects
fully functional wings
mark the adult stage.
Adult females lay eggs.

Task: Research the lifecycles of 2
different insects.

Eggs are
laid by
the
female
insect.

Eggs hatch into nymphs.
Appearance varies depending
on species. Nymphs look like a
smaller adult insect and
usually share the same
habitat and food as the adult.

•Explain the specific lifestyle of each insect.
•Compare the lifecycles, what is the same and what is different?
•Think how you can present your ideas

Understand the lifecycle of a bird.
Recap: WALT:
The lifecycle of a bird involves 3 main stages:
Birds
Eggs are laid by the mother
and the mother and father
care for the egg until it
hatches.

Independent adult usually
seeks company from the
opposite sex and mates.
Birds:
• Have feathers and wings
• warm-blooded
• lays eggs

Mother and
father feed the
young bird
until it is old
enough to fly
and find its
own food.

TASK: Research a bird and a mammal that you
have within your local area and compare
lifecycles of a bird and mammal of your choice
Bonus home Learning point: Bird watching!
Make a diary of different birds that you can
see in your local area or from your windowtry and document some names and some
facts about our local bird life

Bonus home learning point: Are you up for this challenge?

What you will need
You can choose any of the following:
Old wooden pallets
Strips of wood
Straw
Moss
Dry leaves
Woodchips
Old terracotta pots
Old roofing tiles
Bricks, preferably those with holes through them
Old logs
Bark
Pine cones
Sand
Soil
Hollow bamboo canes
Dead hollow stems cut from shrubs and herbaceous plants
A sheet of roofing felt
Planks of wood
Whatever else you can find - preferably natural materials

1)Choose a suitable site. It needs to be level and the ground
firm.

You’ll get different residents depending on where you place your
hotel, as some like cool, damp conditions and others (such as
solitary bees) prefer the sun. If you have vegetable beds, keep it
a good distance away from them.
The basic structure. You will need a strong, stable framework
that's no more than a metre high!
Old wooden pallets are perfect for a large hotel as they’re sturdy
and come with ready-made gaps. Start by laying some bricks on
the ground as sturdy corners. Leave some spaces in between
the bricks – try creating an H-shape. Add three or four layers of
wooden pallets on top of your bricks. If you leave larger ends,
you’re more likely to attract hedgehogs.
You can also make a smaller structure, depending on the wood
and space you have.

2)Fill the gaps. The idea is to provide all sorts of different nooks and crannies, crevices, tunnels and cosy beds.
Include:
dead wood and loose bark for creepy crawlies like beetles, centipedes, spiders and woodlice
holes and small tubes (not plastic) for solitary bees made out of bamboo, reeds and drilled logs
larger holes with stones and tiles, which provide the cool, damp conditions frogs and toads like – if you put it in the centre you’ll
give them a frost-free place to spend the winter (they’ll help eat slugs)
dry leaves, sticks or straw for ladybirds (they eat aphids) and other beetles and bugs
corrugated cardboard for lacewings (their larvae eat aphids, too)
dry leaves which mimic a natural forest floor
you can even put a hedgehog box into the base of the hotel

3)Add a 'roof'. When you think you've gone high enough, making sure the stack remains stable, put a roof on to keep it relatively
dry. Use old roof tiles or some old planks covered with roofing felt.
You could even give it a 'green' or 'brown' roof by putting a bit of rubble or gritty soil on top. Only plants that love dry conditions
cope up there, but some wild flower seeds could arrive on the breeze and take root.
Surround your hotel with nectar-rich flowers – essential food for butterflies, bees and other pollinating insects.
If you want, choose a name for your hotel and put a sign up outside. Children will get a thrill from making their first home.
Please take a photo, and post it to inspire others. Most activity in your hotel is likely to be after dark in the warmer months, so
go out with a torch to see who is popping in and out.

Practical Plant Based Science

Quiz :Flowers, Fruit and Seeds
Flowering plants reproduce by producing seeds. The seeds are produced within fruit. There are lots of different types of fruit and not
all look like the fruit that you find in the supermarket.
When some plants have produced their seeds they disperse them, this means that they try to move the seeds away from the parent
plant in order to give the new seeds the greatest change of survival.
Answer these questions using complete sentences.
Where do flowering plants produce their seeds?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do flowering plants reproduce?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What does disperse their seeds mean?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name four ways that seeds are dispersed.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is the name of the process when seeds start to grow?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Think of three questions that you can quiz your family members on about plant facts that you have learnt.

