


What did we learn about last week?

Last week, we looked at the book Way Home
by Libby Hathorn and Gregory Rogers.

The book follows Shane, a young homeless 
boy, who finds a cat and his journey to bring 
the cat back to his makeshift home on the 
street.

We inferred our understanding of the book 
through our understanding of the images, 
and then read through the book together.



What did we learn about last week?

We created a character profile of Shane 
so that we could really understand his 
thoughts, feelings and motivations.

We then wrote a
descriptive piece of 
writing about Shane’s
home.



Today’s Task

Using everything you learned last week, your 
task is to write a draft piece of descriptive 
writing.

Your writing will continue on from where Way 
Home left off, and you will write about Shane’s 
adventures the next day with his new cat. 
Remember to be descriptive – show me, don’t 
tell me!

It is important to think about the character of 
Shane when you are writing – as a homeless boy, 
he wouldn’t be going to theme parks etc. Try to 
be as realistic as possible.



Think about…

• Where is Shane going to go?
• What will Shane be saying to the cat?
• Who will Shane meet on the way?
• What will Shane encounter?
• Will there be any obstacles on Shane’s 

journey?
• How will Shane be feeling?
• What are Shane’s motivations?



Today’s Task – Write your draft

Safe:
• Write a draft piece of descriptive writing detailing 

Shane’s adventures the following day. You must 
use everything in blue from the toolkit.

Stretch:
• Write a draft piece of descriptive writing detailing 

Shane’s adventures the following day. You must 
use everything in blue and red from the toolkit.

Super Stretch:
• Write a draft piece of descriptive writing detailing 

Shane’s adventures the following day. You must 
use everything from the toolkit.

Toolkit

• Expanded noun phrases
• Fronted adverbials
• Amazing verbs
• Alliteration
• Using 5 senses
• Relative Clauses

• Onomatopoeia 
• Similes
• Metaphors
• Personification

• Semi Colons
• Writing in the active and passive

voice





What did we do yesterday?

Yesterday, you wrote a draft piece of 
descriptive writing detailing Shane’s 
adventures the following day.

You essentially wrote a sequel (a 
continuation) to the book, Way Home.

Because yesterday was a draft, today you are 
going to edit your work so that you are ready 
to write an amazing final piece of descriptive 
writing tomorrow.



Editing Stations
When editing your work, it is extremely
important that you have a focus when you 
edit.

If I told you now to go and edit your work, it 
would be hard to know where to start.

Instead we are going to use editing stations. 
We will focus on 4 different aspects of 
improvement and will solely work on that 
area for 10 minutes at a time.



Editing Stations

Our editing stations will be:

• Spelling station
• Punctuation Station
• Language and Structure Station
• Description Station



Station 1 – Spelling Station
You have 10 minutes at this station. Read 
through your work and check your spellings.

I have provided you with a Year 5 and 6
words list to check your spellings. You can 
also ask an adult at home.

If you have a dictionary at home, you should 
also use that. If you don’t, you can use 
http://www.dictionary.com

http://www.dictionary.com/


Station 2 – Punctuation Station

You have 10 minutes at this station. Read 
through your work and check for any 
punctuation errors.
• Are there places that you have missed commas or 

full stops? 
• Have you got capital letters in the right places?
• Could you substitute a conjunction for a semi 

colon?
• Have you used speech marks properly?
• Is there a different form of punctuation that you 

could have used?



Station 3 – Language and Structure Station
You have 10 minutes at this station. Read 
through your work and make sure 
everything makes sense.
• Are there any words that you have used a number 

of times that you could use a synonym for? Use a 
thesaurus or use http://www.thesaurus.com

• Have you structured your writing properly? Is there 
a beginning, middle and end to your story?

• Have you written in paragraphs?
• Have you started each new speech on a new line?
• Have you used too much speech? Is it less 

descriptive and more of a conversation?

http://www.thesaurus.com/


Station 4 – Description Station
You have 10 minutes at this station. Read 
through your work and make sure that you 
have used the following, and if you haven’t 
edit your work and add them in:
• Expanded Noun Phrases
• Powerful verbs – What is Shane doing?
• At least 3 of the 5 senses – What does Shane see, hear, 

smell, touch taste?
• How does Shane feel? What are his emotions?
• Similes
• Metaphors
• Personification



Well done Year 5, you have done really well today with 40 really focussed 
minutes of editing. You should have loads of purple pen all over your drafts 
(or whatever colour pen you used!).

Tomorrow, you will write your final piece of descriptive writing for this topic. 
It will be the same piece of writing that you have been doing this week, but 
having had this time to up level your work, we are expecting tomorrow’s 
writing to be amazing!

It would be great to see both your edited drafts and your final piece of 
descriptive writing so we can see how much you have improved your work!

What are we doing tomorrow?





Today’s Task – Write your descriptive
narrative

Safe:
• Write a descriptive narrative detailing Shane’s 

adventures the following day. You must use 
everything in blue from the toolkit.

Stretch:
• Write a descriptive narrative detailing Shane’s 

adventures the following day. You must use 
everything in blue and red from the toolkit.

Super Stretch:
• Write a descriptive narrative detailing Shane’s 

adventures the following day. You must use 
everything from the toolkit.

Toolkit

• Expanded noun phrases
• Fronted adverbials
• Amazing verbs
• Alliteration
• Using 5 senses
• Relative Clauses

• Onomatopoeia 
• Similes
• Metaphors
• Personification

• Semi Colons
• Writing in the active and passive

voice


