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Lesson 1 – Zoe’s dilemma 
Should Zoe try to get off the island alone or go with 
Dooby?  
Think about what she actually knows, and what she can 
only guess about.   
Why does she believe her parents could be alive?   
How could she find them?   
Can she trust Dooby or would she be safer on her  
 



Make a list of reasons. 

REASONS FOR GOING ON  
HER OWN 

REASONS AGAINST 

What advice would you give Zoe? 



At what point in the book did another 
character experience a dilemma when they 
were under pressure? 
 
Do you think they made the right decision? 



Lessons 2 and 3          
Balanced argument planning 
 
You are going to write a piece setting out the 
reasons for and against Zoe travelling with Doobey. 
 
Start by collecting your ideas and putting them into 
sentences which contain two contrasting ideas.  
 
You can borrow from and add to the list on the next 
slide. 



REASONS FOR GOING ON  
HER OWN 
 
She can row on her own – 
she has done it before. 
She doesn’t trust Doobey. 
He might steal her boat 
and abandon her. 
She might find her parents 
and be fine. 
 
 

REASONS AGAINST 
 
It is easier to take turns 
rowing the boat. 
Doobey could protect her if 
they meet hostile people. 
Her parents might be dead, 
or she might never find 
them. 
She might get lost. 



Use sub-ordinating conjunctions to connect your ideas. 
 
On the one hand………………On the other hand 
You could think……………..                                                
Alternatively…….. 
However…………….. 
Although………………. 
Conversely………………. 

Zoe knows she can row the boat on her own.  However, it would be much easier to have 
 another person to help. 
 
Although Zoe does not completely trust Doobey, he could help her if she gets into trouble. 



Lesson 4 
 
 

Write a non fiction text presenting a balanced argument. 
 
Should Zoe leave the island on her own? 
 
 
Short introduction 
Link arguments for and against using subordinating conjunctions 
Conclusion  
(You can include your own opinion here, having weighed up all the 
arguments. 
 
Write in present tense and use modal verbs. 



Continue reading the book, or listening 
 
Can you add anything to your Tell-me grid?  
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