
The Mystery of the Missing Sacks 
on Sports Day  

maths-starters: stationery_store 

Starter: WARM UP – time yourself!  

Choose type and difficulty in setting. Are you ready? 
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GOOD LUCK Chief Inspector 

What happened . . . .  



 

This is how it works:  

On the next slide are all the suspects which could not yet be 

eliminated from the investigation - there are 34! 
 

Solving the maths questions on the slides will allow you to 

narrow down the field until eventually there is only one left – 

your culprit! 
 

Example: Your answer is ‘Male’ – all female suspects can be eliminated 

from you list etc. 

Bonus question: What is the name of this famous 

‘detective on the left? 



Your suspects: 



The Answer sentence 

according to Clue 1 is 

___________________ 

 

___________________ 

 

___________________ 

 

 

Now go back to your 

suspect list and 

eliminate according to 

your answer. 



The Answer to Clue 2 is 

 

The sack thief is 

_____________ 

 

 

Now go back to your 

suspect list and 

eliminate according to 

your answer. 

 

 

If there are more incorrect answers than correct ones, the sack thief is male. 



Interpret the data about the children’s 

preferred sport to find the next clue: 
 

1) What is the most popular choice of sport. 

How many is that? 

2) What is the least popular choice of sport. 

How many is that? 

3) How many more people chose netball over 

tennis? 

4) How many more chose football over cricket? 

5) What is the difference between the number of 

people who chose tennis and the number who 

chose swimming? 

6) How many people chose netball or tennis? 

7) What is the difference between the most and 

least popular choice? 

8) How many people were involved in the 

survey altogether? 

The answer sentence is: 

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________ 
Go back to your suspect list. 



The Answer to Clue 4 is 

 

The thief wore ________ 

trainers. 

 

 

Now go back to your 

suspect list and eliminate 

according to your answer. 

 

 



The Answer to Clue 5 is 

 

The thief’s favourite drink 

was ________________. 

 

Now go back to your 

suspect list and eliminate 

according to your answer. 

 

 



 

Who do you think is the thief? 
The thief is __________ 

 
Send your answer to   

 

 

 

6d@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

6s@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk  
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