
Maths Mystery  
Death in the Sports Centre  



GOOD LUCK Chief Inspector 

What happened . . . . 
  

Death at the sports centre 

  

A murder was committed at a sports centre. The murder 

weapon was found in a sports bag by the manager of the sports 

centre along with 5 items belonging to the murderer. The 

manager and the bag have since vanished but before he did 

so, he was able to list (in code) the 5 items in the bag.  

 

There are 32 suspects. Each item will eliminate half of them. 

Can you crack the codes to do this?  

 

What was in the bag? Who is guilty?   



 

This is how it works:  

On the next slide are all the suspects which could not yet be 

eliminated from the investigation - there are 32! 
 

Solving the maths questions on the slides will allow you to 

narrow down the field until eventually there is only one left – 

your culprit! 
 

Example: Your answer is ‘Male’ – all female suspects can be eliminated 

from you list etc. 



Your suspects: 



The Answer sentence according to Clue 1 is _________________ 

 

Now go back to your suspect list and eliminate according to your 

answer. 

Code: A = 1, b = 2, c = 3 etc – continue with the rest of the alphabet  



The Answer to Clue 2 is _______________ 
Now go back to your suspect list and eliminate 

according to your answer.  

Clue 2 - Divide and Conquer  
You have to identify the highest factor (choose from 2,3,5,6 & 10) of the  

numbers given below.  
TIP: To find out if a number is a multiple of 3, add up the digits. If the answer is a 

multiple of 3, then the number is. eg 258 : 2+5+8=15 (15 is a multiple of 3 so 258 is).  

Multiples of 6 are even and divisible by 3. eg 72 – even and 7 +2=9 (divisible by 3)  

Use this decoding table to find the letters 
needed to find the answers: 



Clue 3 –A new angle on the case.  

Draw 8 lines with perfect accuracy to get 8 words.  

The rearrange the order to get the clue.  

Example: BAX = 100° (x , z or m 

= unknown word) 

Angle = 100° (BAX) 
 

Apply to the other three clues and find your first four words. 

Clue: 



The answer sentence is: 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________ 
Go back to your suspect list. 

Clue 3 –A new angle on the case.  

Draw 8 lines with perfect accuracy to get 8 words. Rearrange 

the order to get the clue.  

Clue: 

 

Apply to clues and find your next four clues. Now rearrange 

your words to make sentence. 



The Answer to Clue 4 is   __________________ 
Now go back to your suspect list and eliminate according to your answer. 

Clue 4—The big freeze  

The temperature scale has letters attached.  

Decipher the message as the temperature rises and falls. Start 

each question at 0°C  

Your letter clues are: 



Your answer to clue 5 is __________________ 

Now go back to your suspect list and eliminate according to your answer. 

Clue 5 – Null Points  
This clue includes lots letters put in to disguise the real message.  

 Remove the unnecessary letters and everything will be clear. Cross out/remove: 

1. All square numbers.   2. All multiples of 5    3. All even numbers   

4. All multiples of 11  5. All multiples of 3  



 

Who do you think is the 

murderer? 
The murderer is __________ 

Send your answer to   

 

 

 

6d@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

6s@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk  
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