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Year 1 Overview  

 

Subject Autumn  Spring  Summer 

English Phonics  

• Recap phase 3 and polysyllabic words (phase 4) 

• Introduce phase 5 
Reading Comprehension 

• Oral discussion – questioning about events, characters, 
setting and pictures  

• Punctuation - full-stops and capital letters 
Writing & Grammar 

• Fiction: traditional stories, fairy tales 

• Non-fiction texts: information texts, posters 

• Poetry – reciting familiar rhymes  

• Writing simple sentences in the first person 

• Use full-stops, capital letters and begin to spell new words 

• Handwriting – forming lower and upper case letters 
correctly  

 
 

Phonics 

• Focusing on digraphs and tri-graphs, split digraphs, sounding out and 
blending unfamiliar words (phase 5) 

• Continue spelling words from reception core list correctly and be 
familiar with words from Y1 list   

Reading Comprehension 

• Oral discussion – questioning about events, characters, setting, 
pictures,  

• Punctuation, full-stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, question 
marks  

• Continue to build on commonly used words (high frequency words) as 
‘sight knowledge’ for reading 

• To read with expression and fluidity 
Writing & Grammar 

• Fiction: Stories have a ‘beginning, middle and end’. Discussing and 
writing about characters; using adjectives, nouns and verbs 

• Non-fiction texts: pages, labels and captions, reports 

• Poetry – reading and reciting poems/songs, looking at rhyme and 
rhythm 

• Use conjunctions such as ‘and’, ‘then, because’ 

• Handwriting – continue forming upper and  lower case letters correctly 

Phonics 

• Focusing on digraphs and tri-graphs, split digraphs, sounding 
out unfamiliar words (phase 5) 

• Continue spelling words from reception core list correctly and 
be familiar with words from Y1 list   

Reading Comprehension 

• Comparing and contrasting traditional stories, retelling stories 
and identifying story language 

• Writing stories based on previous reading 

• Understanding presentation of a non-fiction text 
Writing & Grammar  

• Write a response to a poem, describing how they feel 

• Writing for non-fiction to relay information  

• Use a dictionary or word bank to spell and check unknown 
words 

• Use a range of conjunctions, exclamation and question marks 
 

Maths Numbers and Calculation 

• Count to and across 100, forwards and backwards 

• Count, read and write to 100 in numerals  

• Read numbers 1-10 in words 

• Given a number identify 1 more and 1 less 

• Know number bonds to 10. Add within 20, using objects and 
pictures 

• Identify and represent numbers using objects and pictures 

• Count in 2s, 5s, 10s 
Geometry 

• Identify and describe 2D shapes  

• Making pictures/models out of 2D shapes 

• Recognising and making simple patterns  

Numbers and Calculation 

• Knowing number names, reading, writing and counting numbers to 100 

• Know off by heart pairs of numbers that make 10 and 20 

• Understand the operation of addition and subtraction and apply to 
everyday problems 

• Begin to understand simple place value  

• Begin to use strategies to add numbers to 10 and beyond  
Measurement 

• Recognising coins 

• Telling time and use related vocabulary  

• Measuring and comparing lengths/height/weight/ volume 
Geometry 

• Identify and describe features of 2D/3D shapes, for example name, 
sides, corners, vertices, edge 

• Making pictures/models out of 2D/3D shapes 

• Recognising and making simple patterns   
 

Numbers and Calculations 

• Using number facts, doubles, near doubles and number bonds  

• To build maths vocabulary for problem solving  

• Children begin to make arrays. 

• To count in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s. 

• To make equal groups through sharing/grouping.  
Measurement 

• To use the measure vocabulary, e.g., full, empty, heavy, light, 
balanced 

• Recognising the values of different coins and notes. 

• Finding money totals, giving change and using different coins 
to pay 

• To tell the time to the hour and half past the hour, quarter past 
and quarter to  

Geometry  

• Identify and describe 2D and 3D shapes 

• Use language to discuss position, direction and movement  
Fractions 

• To recognise half as one of two equal parts of an object, shape 
or quantity 

• Find and name a quarter as one of four equal parts of an 
object, shape or quantity 

Science • Animals including Humans- Senses /looking after pets 

• Seasons (Autumn and Winter) 

• Materials and their properties 

• Animals- carnivores/herbivores and classification  

• Seasons (Spring)  

• Seasons (Summer)  

• Animals-carnivores/herbivores and classification 

• Plants- Identify classify and name plants 

History • Changes within living memory 

• Significant historical events, people and places in own 
locality (Guy Fawkes) 

• The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to 
national and international achievements (Christopher Columbus and 
Neil Armstrong) 

• Changes within Living Memory (Childhood Then and Now) 

Geography Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Skills Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Skills Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Skills 
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 • What are the names and 

locations of the countries 
and capital cities of the 
U.K? 

• What are some 
characteristics for the 
countries of the UK? 

• What are the names of 
the surrounding UK seas? 

 

• Use world maps, atlases 
and globes to identify the 
United Kingdom and its 
countries, (GS&F) 

 

 

• How does weather change 
where you are? 

• What are seasons? 

• Where are the locations of hot 
and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the 
North and South poles? 

• Use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the UK and 
it’s countries as well as the, 
countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key 
stage.  (GS&F) 
 

Our School 

• Where is our school? 

• What can we see in and 
around our school? 

• How do you get to school? 

• Use simple compass 
directions (North, South, 
East and West) and 
locational and directional 
language (e.g. near and far; 
left and right) to describe 
the location of features and 
routes on a map. (GS&F) 

• Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study 
the geography of the school 
and its grounds and the key 
human and physical 
features of its surrounding 
environment.  (GS&F) 

RE LIGHT 

• Why is light a powerful symbol? 

• How is light used in some religious festivals and traditions? 

• How does fire and light play an important role in the  
    practices of different religions? 

• What brings light into our lives? 

WATER  

• Why is water important? 

• How do different communities’ express beliefs and values through 
water? 

• How is water used as a way of cleaning in some religions? 

• How does water symbolize new beginnings in some religions? 

• How can we show respect for water in our environment? 

BUDDHISM 

• Why and how did the Buddha seek Enlightenment? 

• What are his main teachings? 

• What made Buddha give up his home? 

• What is the eightfold way and middle path? 

• What are the key objects in Buddhism? 

•  ASSEMBLY: Vesak 
 

RE SKILLS Interpretation: Pupils should be taught about the significance of stories, symbols and artefacts which express beliefs and values and respond to these in the light of their own experience. 
Enquiry and Investigation:  Pupils should be taught to ask and explore questions, including those of purpose, which stimulate their imagination and broaden their visions and awareness 
 

PSHE • Being me in my word 

• Celebrating difference  

• Dreams and goals 

• Healthy me 

• Relationships 

• Changing me  

PE Dance and gymnastics 

• Travelling 

• Different types of traditional dance. 
Games 

• Sending and receiving 

Handball    

• Throwing, catching, and aiming.  
Gymnastics 

• Perform basic gymnastic shapes, making body shapes 

• Stretching, curling, tucking and rolling. 
 

Games: Tennis/Volleyball 

• To follow the instruction, work as a team,  demonstrate spatial awareness 

• To practice catching, aiming hitting a ball with accuracy. 
PE: Athletics 

• To take part in competitive races.  

• To learn different techniques 
Gymnastics 

• Taking weight on different parts of the body. 

Art 
Skills 

Drawing 

• Use a variety of dry media, including pencils, crayons, 
pastels, felt tips, charcoal, ballpoint, chalk etc. Know 
the name of the media. 

• Experiment with the visual elements; line, shape, 
pattern and colour. 

• Use line to represent objects seen, imagined or 
observed. 

• Use different surfaces to produce an image (ground, 
fabric, wood, paper, white board) 

• Investigate tone by drawing light/dark lines, pattern and 
shapes. 

• Artist; Lubaina Himid 

Collage 

• Sort materials according to its properties (rough, smooth, shiny ect.) 
Select materials for the purpose. 

• Cut, tear and arrange materials to represent the idea in response to 
Wassily Kandinsky. 

• Use paste and adhesives with control and accuracy, considering 
aesthetics. 

• Develop overlapping skills. 

• Artist Andy Goldsworthy 

Textiles 

• Explore simple over/under weaving, wrapping, knotting. 

• Cut threads and fibres. 

• Uses large needles to produce simple straight stitches. 

• Explore fabric resist using oil pastels and Brusho. 

Design Technology Mechanisms 
Children design and make a moving card. 

Fruit: Preparing fruit and vegetables Structures: Freestanding Structures. Children design and make 
playground equipment. 

Computing • Using a Computer 

• Staying safe online  

• Navigating websites and software. 

• Developing Mouse Skills. 

• Espresso Coding 

• Programming: Understand what algorithms are, how they are 
implemented as programs on digital devices. 

• Multimedia: Use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, 
manipulate and retrieve digital content.  

• E-Safety: Use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal 
information private. 

• Stop Motion Animation – simple animations using software. 

• BeeBots 

• Staying safe online . 

• Logging in and logging out. 
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• Handling Data: Store and retrieve data and know some ways in which 
information is represented digitally.  

• Using Technology: Recognise common uses of information technology 
beyond school 

Music • Weekly lessons on the violin will be led by a specialist 
string teacher from Brent Music Service. 

• Find singing voices by performing a variety of songs and 
singing games. 

• Weekly lessons on the violin will be led by a specialist string teacher 
from Brent Music Service. 

• Recognise and perform simple rhythms with classroom instruments. 

• Weekly lessons on the violin will be led by a specialist string 
teacher from Brent Music Service. 

• Developing singing and performance skills in preparation for 
the year group assembly. 

French Investigate tone by drawing light/dark lines, pattern and 
shapes. 

• Emotions 

• New Year 

• Enjoying a short story 

• Watching and performing a simple finger rhyme 

• Numbers up to 3, noticing patterns 

• Exploring sounds in words 

• Action song 

• Chinese New Year 
 

• Emotions 

• Participating in a playground game 

• Playing with a vowel “i” sound 

• Action song using numbers 1 to 5  

• and warm up game 

• Imitating accents 

• Enjoying a fable 

• Recognising and applying patterns 

• Action songs 
 

Trips/Visits • Vet visit (Science) • Shrek Adventures – Linked to English ; Fairytales • Holland Park – to investigate the structure of playground 
equipment (DT/Science) 

• Holland Park Ecological Centre (Science) 

 


