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Year 4 Overview  

 

Subject Autumn  Spring  Summer 

English Reading Comprehension 

• Skimming and scanning to find keywords and phrases  

• Retelling a story or passage they have heard or read 

• Reading their writing aloud, using expression and a good level of 
volume 

• Give opinions and suggest outcomes based on the text being 
studied 

• Use inference and predictions and role play. 
Writing & Grammar 

• Construct the parts of a story, describe the setting, and develop 
the characters and descriptive language. 

• Look at the features of a poem and focus upon describing what 
happens and the feelings inspired by the poem.  

• Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add 
them  

• Spell further homophones or near-homophones 

• Spell words that are often misspelt 

• Use possessive and plural apostrophe accurately  

• Dictionary skills 

• Write simple sentences dictated by the teacher 

• Understand the suffix -ly is added to an adjective to form an 
adverb 

• Understand Standard English forms for verbs inflections  

• Use Noun phrases expanded by addition of modifying 
adjectives, nouns and prepositions phrases  

• Use Fronted adverbials with the comma after 

• Use paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme 

• Use appropriate pronoun or nouns  

• Use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct 
speech  

• Use and understand the grammatical terminology determiner 
 

Reading Comprehension 

• Continue to develop their ability to read with expression 

• Practise answering questions about a piece of text or story 

• Develop techniques for skimming and scanning to retrieve 
relevant information 

Writing & Grammar 

• Continue to embed and develop understanding of all elements 
as listed in the autumn term 

• Use the first 2 or 3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a 
dictionary 

• Discussing and recording ideas to plan their writing 

• Create character descriptions, dilemmas and diary entries 

• Use a range of sentences, including sentences with more than 
one clause 

• Consider different sides of an argument and write both sides 
views, giving reasons. 

• Organise paragraphs around a theme 

• Read their own writing aloud, using appropriate intonation 

• Varying the use of pronouns to avoid repetition 

• Use rhetorical questions 

• Use the past and present tense accurately 

• Write and perform poetry 
 

Reading Comprehension 

• Whilst reading poetry identify and discuss the features of the 
poem and develop the sense of rhythm within the poem. 

• Practise answering inference questions about a piece of text or 
story 

• Develop techniques for skimming and scanning ahead to assist 
expression when reading aloud. 

• Make predictions for how the text will continue 
Writing & Grammar 

• Continue to embed and develop understanding of all elements 
from previous terms 

• Children will be improving and developing their letter writing and 
narrative writing skills.  

• Developing their own poems, in groups, to perform to the class. 

• Summarise information 

• Assemble and sequence points in order 

• Use simple organisational devices in non-narrative material 

• Spell all the words from the year 3 and 4 word list 

• Use a range of conjunctions to add additional clauses to 
sentences 

• Proofread for spelling and punctuation errors 

• Use inverted commas and relevant punctuation to separate the 
narrative from the dialogue 

• Use similes, metaphors and personification 

• Use rhyme within poems 
 
 

 

Maths Numbers and Calculations 

• Work on place value, looking at numbers up to and over 1,000.  

• Negative numbers, linked to measuring temperature. 

• Round numbers up or down to the nearest multiple of 10, 100 or 
1,000.  

• Count forward and back in multiples of 1, 10, 100 and 1,000 up 
to 10,000 from any given number.  

• Sequencing numbers up to 1,000. 

• Focus on number sequences and patterns, investigating 
different Times Tables,  

• Use Roman Numerals to 100 (C) 
Geometry and Measures 

• Learn about different types of measurement and which to select 
for the task.  

• Converting from one measure to another  

• Finding the perimeter and area of shapes 

• Investigate acute obtuse and right angles 

• Identify symmetry and translation 

• Plot coordinates 

• Learn a large range of regular and irregular 2D and 3D shapes 
and their properties  

Numbers and Calculations 

• Find 1000 more or less than a given number 

• Recognise the place value of each digit in a four digit number 
(thousands, hundreds, tens, ones) 

• Solve number and practical problems, with increasingly larger 
positive numbers 

• Add and subtract number with up to four digits using formal written 
column methods 

Geometry and Measures 

• Compare and classify geometric shapes, including a range of 
quadrilaterals 

• Identify lines of symmetry in 2D shapes, when in different 
orientations 

• Complete a simple symmetric figure 

• Plot specified points and draw sides to complete a polygon  
Handling Data 

• Construct pictograms, bar and line graphs from data 

• Interpret data from a range of graphs and charts to make 
comparisons and draw conclusions 

Fractions 

• Recognise and show, using diagrams, families of common 
equivalent fractions 

Numbers and Calculations 

• Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000 

• Estimate and use inverse operations to check answers to a 
calculation 

• Solve addition and subtraction two step problems 

•  
Geometry and Measures 

• Estimate, compare and calculate different measures 

• Describe movements between positions as translations of a 
given unit to the left/right and up/down 

• Identify acute and obtuse angles. 

• Compare and order angles up to 2 right angles 
Handling Data 

• Solve comparison, sum and difference problems, using 
information presented in bar charts, pictograms and a variety 
of other charts, 

Fractions 

• Solve problems involving increasingly harder fractions to 
calculate quantities and fractions to divide quantities 

• Compare numbers with the same number of decimal places, 
up to two decimal places 

• Solve simple measure and money problems involving 
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• Recognise and explain the differences between a right-angled, 
equilateral and isosceles triangle.  

Handling Data 

• Collect information (data) using tally charts and present it in a 
variety of graph forms.  

• Draw conclusions from the graphs. 
Fractions 

• Learn the basic relationship between fractions and decimals. 

• Count up and down in hundredths and tenths, recognising that 
hundredths arise when diving an object by 100 and tenths arise 
with dividing an object by 10 

• Recognise and write decimal equivalents to ¼ ,½ and 1/3  

• Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator 
 

fractions and decimals, up to two decimal places 

Science • Circuits and conductors 

• Sound and hearing.  

• States of matter.  

• Water cycle. 

• Teeth and human Digestion system  

• Animals and their habitats.  

History • Britain’s settlement by the Anglo-Saxons. AD 410 (Roman 
withdrawal from Britain )- AD 793 (Vikings first invasion) 

• Who were the Anglo-Saxons? 

• What was life like for the Anglo-Saxons? (compare it with life in the 
present day) 

• What major events occurred during their time? 

•  

 • The Viking and Anglo Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of 
England to the time of Edward the Confessor. AD 793 (first 
invasion) – 1066 (Battle of Hastings)  

• Why did the Vikings invade? 

• What impact did the Vikings have? 

• What was the significance of the Battle of Hastings? 

 Knowledge and Understanding Skills Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Skills Knowledge and Understanding Skills 

Geography Europe 

• What are the countries and 
capitals in Europe?  

• What famous landmarks are in 
Europe? 

• What physical characteristics 
are there in Europe? 
(Terrain/Rainfall/Temperature/
Crop growth etc…) 
 

• Locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on 
Europe (including the location 
of Russia) concentrating on 
their environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities   

• Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied. 
 

    

• What human features are 
there in England? 
(Retail/Industrial/Housing 
etc…) 

• How does our country 
compare to another 
country in Europe? 
(E.g Romania) 

• Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure and record the 
human and physical features 
in the local area. 

• Use maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries 
and describe features 
studied. 

•  

RE PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

• What does worship mean in different traditions? 

• What special celebrations do we celebrate? 

• What are the similarities/differences between the faiths? 
How are different senses used to explore faith in different traditions? 
Can worship be public or private?  Does it have to involve groups of 
people?  
 

 

CHRISTIANITY 

• How is Jesus central to Christianity? 

• What are the key beliefs and practices of Christianity? 

• ASSEMBLY: Easter 

• How are beliefs about Jesus ‘death and resurrection celebrated at 
Easter? 

• How was Jesus a personal example for Christians? (eg parables, 
miracles, teachings. Living as a human on earth) 

• How do light and darkness connect to feelings of hope and loss?  
How do we see this expressed in Christian art and music? 

SACRED AND SPECIAL BOOKS 

• How do books inspire us?   

• Why are some books believed to be sacred? 

• How do different faith communities show reverence for 
special books? 

• Which texts are associated with which major religions?  

• What stories do the Bible, Tenakh and Qur’an have in 
common? (e.g. consider creation stories). 

• Can you compare one story that is shared by Jews, 
Christians and Muslims? 

PSHE • Being me in my word 

• Celebrating difference  

• Dreams and goals 

• Healthy me 

• Relationships 

• Changing me  

PE • Swimming • Swimming 

• Games 

• Swimming 

• Games 

Art 
Skills 

PAINTING 

• Explore different type of paint (watercolour, ink, acrylic, oil) 

• Experiment with paint by adding texture (sand, sawdust) 

• Understand and mix complimentary colours. 

• Use colours to convey the mood. 

• Experiment with creating a background and layering. 

PRINTMAKING 

• Understand man-made and natural patterns. 

• Explores lines, marks and tones to create and image. 

• Explore mono printing by drawing on paper placed over inked 
surface. 

• Create a relief printing block and  

• develop the technique of relief printings. 

3D/ SCULPTURE 

• Plan, design and make models from observation or 
imagination. 

• Use papier mache to cast a 3D form. 

• Use mixed media to embellish the model. 

• Create textures and patterns in malleable materials: slabs, 
coils and inlay. 
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Design 

Technology 
• Electricity-Torches 

• What types of circuit can power a light? 

• Who would need to use a handheld or portable light sourece? 

• What materials will be needed? 

• How will you know if it is suitable for its purpose? 

•  

Packaging 

• What are the different types of packaging? 

• Why do we need different types of packaging? 

• How can we ensure that packaging is eco-friendly? 
 

Food 

• Children to prepare and cook dishes using a wider range of 
ingredients. Using a heat source where appropriate. 

• What is a vegetable stir fry? 

• How will you know if it is healthy? 

• What is the claw/bridge cutting method? 

Computing • Use photos, video and sound to create presentations.  

• Use text to present work effectively. 

• Create, modify and present documents for a particular purpose.  

• Use a keyboard confidently and make use of a spellchecker 

• Use an appropriate tool to share work and collaborate online. 

• Use photos, video and sound to create presentations.  

• Use text to present work effectively. 

• Create, modify and present documents for a particular purpose.  

• Use a keyboard confidently and make use of a spellchecker. 

• Use an appropriate tool to share work and collaborate online. 

• Choose a secure password when using a website.  

• Use the safety features of websites as well as reporting 
concerns to an adult.  

• Know that anything posted online can be seen by others.  

• Choose websites and games that are appropriate for their age. 

• Organise data in different ways. 

Music • Weekly lessons on the trumpet will be led by a specialist brass 
teacher from Brent Music Service. 

• Read staff notation and perform as part of an ensemble. 

• Explore the musical elements and use them to compose animal 
themes.  

• Develop singing and performance skills in preparation for the year 
group assembly. 

• Perform polyrhythms on tamboo bamboo and learn about the 
music of the Caribbean.  

• Explore the instruments of the orchestra through Prokofiev’s 
‘Peter and the Wolf’. 

 

French • Parts of the head 

• Body parts 

• Describe yourself  

• Zoo animals  

• Christmas 

• Vowels 

• Family members 

• Ask for and tell how many brothers and sisters you have  

• Easter 
 

• Pets 

• Dictionary skills 

• Alphabet 

• Hobbies and sports 

• Express likes and dislikes 

Trips/Visits • Kingsbury Library • Kingsbury High School Sports  
Welsh Harp 
 

 


