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Year 6 Overview 

 

Subject Autumn  Spring  Summer 

English Reading Comprehension 

• Reading a range of high-level fiction such as Skellig (David Almond), 
Egyptian myths 

• Biography and autobiography 

• Poetry: classical and modern BC poetry – John Agard 

• Short stories 

• Discussing authorial intent, extending vocabulary 

• Justifying answers using evidence from the text 

• Consolidating inference and deduction skills 
Writing & Grammar 

• Diary entries from different points of view  

• Non-chronological report - history link 

• Biography and autobiography 

• Suspense /ghost stories  

• Developing understanding of a range of grammar features 

• Demonstrating the ability to use grammar features independently in 
writing. 

• Learning their weekly spellings for a spelling test based on teaching 

• Revising Grammatical terms/word classes 

• Extending their vocabulary 

• Using higher level punctuation; semi-colons, dashes, bullet points and 
brackets. 

• Identifying and using powerful linking devices 

Reading Comprehension 

• Looking at a range of higher-level fiction including Kensuke’s 
Kingdom (Michael Morpurgo) and extracts of Harry Potter (JK 
Rowling) and non-fiction texts  BC text TBC 

• Discussing authorial intent 

• Justifying answers using evidence from the text 

• Consolidating inference and deduction skills 
Writing & Grammar 

• Summarising 

• Formal and informal letters 

• Personal logs 

• Film script 

• Describing settings 

• Writing fluently across a range of text types  

• Developing understanding of a range of grammar features 

• Demonstrating the ability to use grammar features independently 
in writing. 

• Learning their weekly spellings for a spelling test based on 
teaching. 

• Revising Grammatical terms/word classes 

• Identifying synonyms and antonyms 

• Subordinating and co-ordinating conjunctions  

Reading Comprehension 

• Looking at a range of higher-level fiction and non-
fiction texts 

• Discussing authorial intent 

• Justifying answers using evidence from the text 

• Consolidating inference and deduction skills 
Writing & Grammar 

• Newspaper article 

• A balanced argument text. 

• Letter of complaint 

• Persuasive tourist brochure (Geography) 

• Story with dialogue 

• Plan and stage a debate - persuasive points and 
speeches and present to the class 

• Developing understanding of a range of grammar 
features 

• Demonstrating the ability to use grammar features 
independently in writing. 

• Learning their weekly spellings for a spelling test 
based on teaching 

• Revising Grammar and punctuation 

• Extending their vocabulary 

Maths • Place value (inc. rounding and negative numbers) 

• Number: Strong focus on securing number facts and bonds at start of 
year, mental calculations and strategies including using derived facts 

• The four operations: addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, Factors, 
multiples, prime numbers, square numbers and prime factors  

• BIDMAS 

• Fractions: comparing/ordering, all operations, fractions of amounts 

• Geometry: Position and direction, including four quadrants, reflection, 
translation 

BC link – useful website 

https://www.mathscareers.org.uk/article/five-famous-black-mathematicians/ 

https://famous-mathematicians.com/10-famous-black-mathematicians-and-

their-contributions/ 

• Place value – decimals up to three decimal places, including 
rounding 

• Multiplying and dividing by 10, 100, 1000 

• Converting between fractions and decimals 

• Percentages: converting between fractions, decimals and 
percentages, ordering and comparing, percentages of amounts 

• Number sequences; extend number sequences and finding a rule 

• Write and use simple formulae including finding missing values 

• describe linear number sequences 

• solve simple one-step and two-step equations,  

• enumerate possibilities 

• Converting between measurements  

• Area, Perimeter and volume of shapes  

• Ratio & Proportion/scale 

• Angles: using a protractor, working out missing angles 
in a variety of shapes 

• Draw shapes accurately and identity properties of 
shapes 

• 3-d nets 

• Problem solving in a variety of contexts 

• Statistics: reading line graphs and use them to solve 
problems, read and interpret pie charts, construct pie 
charts 

• Mean 

• Variety of mathematical investigations 

Science • Electricity – building circuits and understand the impacts of changes within 
the circuit, circuit symbols) 

• Light – How do we see things? How does light travel? What is light? 
 

• Classification - Living things and their habitats How can living 
organism be classified? What are the differences between groups 
of living organisms? 

• We’re evolving- Evolution and Inheritance, How and why does life 
on earth change? What is evolution? (Natural History Museum 
visit) 

• Staying alive- Animals, including humans, the 
circulatory systemin humans and other living organisms
  
Links to staying fitness, leading a healthy lifestyle 

 

History/Geography History 

• Ancient Egypt 3100 BC (early Egypt) – 30 AD  

• How did the geography of Egypt influence its history? 

• Egyptian myths and deities  

• How was Egyptian society structured? 

• Egyptian funeral practice/belief in afterlife (link to British Museum visit) 

• Society and everyday life 

• BC Nubian civilization and early Pharaohs 

Geography 
Biomes:  What is a biome?  What features define them? 
(climate/rainfall/elevation etc)   
Position in relation to the poles and the Equator 

• Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 

Caribbean Study  (compare Europe and America) 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/ computer mapping to 

History 

• Early Islamic Civilisation: Including a study of  

• Baghdad. 
 

https://www.mathscareers.org.uk/article/five-famous-black-mathematicians/
https://famous-mathematicians.com/10-famous-black-mathematicians-and-their-contributions/
https://famous-mathematicians.com/10-famous-black-mathematicians-and-their-contributions/
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locate regions in South America and describe features studied.  

• Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, and the water cycle. 

• Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.  

Understand geographical similarities and differences through the 
study of human and physical geography of a region of the UK, a 
region in a European country and a region within South America. 

RE HINDUISM 

• What does it mean to be a Hindu? 

• What are some key beliefs and practices shared by Hindus? 

• How do puja and stories about different deities help Hindus understand 
God? 

• What are the different kinds of worship for Hindus?  

• How does Hinduism compare to other religions? 
ASSEMBLY: Diwali   (visit to Hindu temple) 

PEOPLE OF FAITH 

• What is faith? 

• How does someone’s faith give them strength? 

• How have some key figures been motivated by faith, and how 
has it shaped their actions? 

• How have different faiths inspired the funding and work of 
different organisations? 

• What part does faith play in our own lives? 

RULES FOR LIVING 

• How do rules for living reflect the values of a tradition? 

• How might following obligations in some traditions 
strengthen and express commitment? 

• How can commitment to a tradition involve obligations? 
What does this look like in different religions? 

• How might a person’s life style reflect the way they are 
committed to a tradition? 

PSHE • Being me in my world 

• Celebrating difference (link to PE Paralympic sports) 

• Transitions: preparing for independence – junior citizenship event  

• Dreams and goals 

• Healthy me 

• Relationships 

• Changing me  

• Transition to High-School: how to be safe when you 
gain more independence; beware of gang culture 
(workshops) 

PE • Gymnastics 

• Games-ball skills (passing, receiving, controlling), reading a game/ 
cooperate  

• Games: ball skills - cricket 

• PE: Dance 

• Games: Athletics 

• Annual KHS sporting challenge 

Art 
Skills 

PAINTING 

• Use appropriate techniques to represent real life images. 

• Combine colour, shape and space to create abstract/cubistic 
paintings. 

• Identify, mix and use for a purpose primary, secondary, 
complimentary and contrasting colours. 

PRINTMAKING 

• Resist printing using glue and marbling.  
• Link to African prints   http://yinkashonibare.com/ Yinka 

Shonibare 

• Build up layers, overlay colours and create textures. 

3D/Sculptures 

• Show an awareness of texture, shape and form by 
recreating an image in 3D form. 

• Make a mould and use plaster to create models. 

• When working with malleable materials, makes 
imaginative use of knowledge they have acquired  

Design 
Technology 

• Mixing to combine ingredients, e.g. pizza baking, Christmas biscuits 

• Celebrating culture and seasonality 

• Electrical circuits Textiles 

• Combining different fabric shapes (including computer 
aided design) 

Computing • Using the tool bar using the INSERT tab 

• Creating a PP 

• Blogging 

• Develop formatting and research skills 

• Espresso Unit 6A 

• InO-Bots 
• Hour of Code 

• Lego WeDo 

• Scratch programming 

• Scratch Tinkering 

• Espresso Unit 6B selected lessons 

• Animation  

• Brochures 

• Data Handling 

• Micro:bits 

Music • Develop singing and performance skills in preparation for the year group 
assembly. 

• Learn traditional African drumming techniques. 

• Develop part-singing skills through studying traditional African songs. 

• Explore features of blues music; improvise, compose and 
perform using the blues scale. 

• Use technology to record and manipulate music. 

• Play a variety of traditional band instruments and 
develop ensemble skills by rehearsing together. 

• Write songs using lyrics and elements of music to 
portray meaning. 

French • Ask for and say where you live 

• Names of places 

• Classroom objects 

• Clothes 

• Expressions 

• Christmas 

• Recap hobbies and opinions 

• School subjects 

• School timetable 

• Rooms in the house 

• Furniture items  
 

• Choose a country for a holiday 

• Types of accommodation 

• Means of transport 

• Names of places to visit 

Trips/Visits • Tate Modern 

• The British Museum 

• Junior Citizenship Workshop 

• Hindu Temple 

• Natural History Museum 

• Wizard Theatre: staying safe; drugs 

• Police visit: staying safe  

• JCA residential/local trip for remaining children 

• Year 6 Theatre visit  

• Police visit: gangs 

 

http://yinkashonibare.com/

