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 Friends of Wroughton Primary Federation 

Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday 17th November 2020 

 

Minutes 

Present: Mr Wilson (Executive Headteacher), Mrs Tkocz (Junior Head of School) 

Miss Keeping (Infant Head of School), Sarah McCormick, Lisa Dowdeswell, 
Allyson Bartram, Donna Humphries, Rebecca Kemble, Amy Neville, Clare 
Walter, Jude Heavens 

 
Apologies for absence:  Rachel Mills, Nicola Halestrap, Nia Evans, Claire Nunn, Tracy 

Pinnock, Sian Ibberson 
 

  

1. Welcome  

Mr Wilson thanked everyone for all the time and resources that had been committed over 
the past year – a year that has been challenging both personally and professionally.  At the 
last AGM a new model for Friends was introduced and there had been some great 
fundraising events during the year.  Due to the dedication and hard work of the members 
money raised has gone to support the children at the two schools.  He recognised the 
amount of time and effort that goes into each event.  He acknowledged that fundraising may 
be more difficult during the year ahead but Friends and the schools would face this challenge 
together. 

Miss Keeping commented that the year of fundraising had got off to a good start, with lots 
of great events and lots more planned, which unfortunately corona virus interrupted.  She 
said everyone should be very proud. 

Mrs Tkocz said that she was hugely grateful for all the fundraising that took place last year 
for the benefit of the children, which enabled the purchase of wooden sleepers which are 
going to be utilised to create a storytelling/performance area in the playground. She said 
that going forward we would need to think of new covid-secure ways to fundraise. 

 

 

2. Minutes of the last AGM 

The minutes of the last meeting were accepted and there were no matters arising. 

 

3. Report of the Chair– Sarah McCormick 

The aim of Friends is to raise funds to subsidise school activities and purchase educational 
resources to be used within both the Infants and Junior schools. We do this by organising 
fun activities within both schools every year and invite the children, parents and teachers to 
take part to support the Federation.  

Last year we have seen a restructuring of the Friends organisations. After many years, the 
Infants Friends and Junior friends have united to form the Friends of Wroughton Primary 
Federation. Both schools have been able to share resources easily and team up to increase 
manpower for our large, annual events. This has been a huge success and has enabled 
volunteers to get to know each other and lend a hand to both schools. 
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We have also welcomed an Executive Committee whose role it is to take care of Friends 
administration leaving our volunteers free to help with whatever they enjoy most.  We are 
pleased to have our Executive Headteacher as a member of our Executive Committee which 
had ensured that we work closely with both schools and allocate funds where they are most 
needed.  

The Executive Committee have been hard at work making sure that our joint friends now 
have a constitution, adequate financial procedures and are on course to become a 
charitable organisation should the need arise. 

This has been my first year as Chair of the Executive Committee and I have enjoyed working 
with a fantastic team of parents and school staff who have given their time and energy so 
that the pupils, our children, have been provided with equipment and experiences to make 
their time at Wroughton Primary Federation even more productive and memorable. 

Our fundraising activities and monies raised for this year will be detailed within the 
Treasurer’s report, but I must mention that Friends, like every other organisation, has not 
been immune to the effects of Covid-19. After a hugely successful Summer Fayre in 2019, 
we hit the ground running with the Infants school Autumn disco, the Junior school Christmas 
Disco, Christmas cards fundraisers across both schools and of course, our Annual 
Christmas Fayre. In early 2020 we hosted a Valentine’s Day Disco at the Juniors, had 
Valentine’s Day tuck shops, took part in the Wroughton Bake-off and organised our much-
loved Mother’s Day gifts for both schools. 

Unfortunately, due to the national lockdown, out further planned events were cancelled and 
with the uncertainty around schools reopening, Friends took a step back and felt it 
appropriate to allow our school staff to concentrate on settling all of our children back into 
school safely. 

Now that we are all becoming accustomed to our new routines, we are confident that this is 
the time to get back to focusing our energy on fundraising again.  

Our events have always been about children, parents and teachers coming together in 
person and this will have to change for the foreseeable future but with our amazing staff and 
volunteers, I am in no doubt that we will be able to come up with lots of ideas for virtual and 
socially distant activities that will be just as enjoyable!  

We are delighted to be able to announce that this year we have contributed a total of £2996 
to the Junior school. This has included donations towards Year 6 SATs Books and Leavers 
Hoodies, Year 4 Christmas production licence fees and a contribution towards their 
Chedworth Trip and Design and Technology Resources for Year 3.  

Following the departure of Mrs Wilson and Mrs Kelly we have also donated funds towards 
artwork for the school and playground improvements as part of their Legacy project. These 
are still a work in progress due to the school being closed for several months but we hope 
that our children will be able to enjoy these soon. 

We have also contributed £958 to the Infant school for the purchase of much needed 
waterproof clothing for forest school and a new Welly rack. And finally, our donations have 
enabled the Infants school to buy a full set of Bee-bots allowing our children to use the latest 
technology resources to begin to learn computer programming. 

I am very grateful for the ongoing support and guidance provided by our Executive 
Headteacher Mr Wilson and all the Federations administrative staff who deal with our many 
and varied questions with patience and understanding. Without their help, Friends would not 
function as we do. 
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To our outgoing Treasurer, Lisa and Secretary, Allyson, I would like to offer my sincere 
thanks. Your willingness to contribute has been incredible and the amount of time you have 
both given to ensure this organisation has gone from strength to strength is more than 
anyone could have ever expected. Thankfully, both Lisa and Allyson have agreed to remain 
part of our Junior Friends fundraising team. 

And finally, to our fundraising teams and parents. As always, the amount of support that you 
all offer to the school is wonderful. Without you, our children could not benefit from all the 
fundraising that we do, and it is with your efforts and generosity that Friends continues to 
thrive.  

In closing, despite the obstacles this year has given us, I look back with an overall sense of 
achievement and pride in both Friends and our schools and I hope that our children have all 
thoroughly enjoyed the events that we have been able to host and I look forward to next 
year. 

 

4. Report of the Treasurer– Lisa Dowdeswell 

The treasurer reported that the accounts had been independently examined by Alison 
Wheeler of Ridgeway Accountancy Support and confirmed to be in order (see attached 
letter).  Lisa presented two spreadsheets of the income and expenditure of Friends for the 
year 2019/20.  Copies of these spreadsheets are appended to the minutes. 

 

5. Appointment of the independent examiner of accounts 

Alison Wheeler of Ridgeway Accountancy Support was appointed to examine the 
accounts at the end of this school year. 

 

6. Election of the Executive Committee 

i) The role of Executive Chair 

There was one nomination for chair, Sarah McCormick.  This was nominated by 
Allyson Bartram and seconded by Lisa Dowdeswell.  Sarah was duly elected. 

ii) The role of Executive Treasurer 

There was one nomination for treasurer, Donna Humphries.  This was nominated by 
Lisa Dowdeswell and seconded by Allyson Bartram.  Donna was duly elected. 

iii) The role of Executive Secretary 

There was one nomination for secretary, Rebecca Kemble.  This was nominated by 
Allyson Bartram and seconded by Lisa Dowdeswell.  Rebecca was duly elected. 

 

It was agreed that the Executive Headteacher will attend Executive Committee 
meetings as a guest with no voting rights. 
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7. Any other business 

 

It was recognised that the Friends group needs the support of more volunteers, particularly 
since the departure of a number of parents whose children have moved to secondary school.   

The meeting welcomed Amy Neville who was attending her first meeting of the group and 
offered her professional skills in marketing.   

The meeting closed with a group discussion of what fundraising activities would be possible 
in the lead up to Christmas.  It was agreed that Sarah would submit ideas to the Executive 
Head prior to his next meeting with the heads of schools. 

 

 

 


