
 

AGM 30th September 2019 1 

 Wroughton Infant School PTA 

Friends of Wroughton Junior School 

Annual General Meeting 

Monday 30th September 2019 

 

Minutes 

Present: Andrew Wilson (Executive Headteacher) 

Sarah Wilson (Junior Head of School) 

Miss Keeping (Infant Head of School) 

Gemma Such (Business Manager) 

31 members of the school community 

 
Apologies for absence:  Lesley Jones, Laura Barnes 
 

  

1. Welcome  

Mr Wilson thanked everyone for attending.  He encouraged those in attendance to 
contribute their ideas during the break regarding the best use of the funds already raised 
by the two associations. 

 

 

2. Report of the Chair, Wroughton Infant School PTA – Lesley Jones 

Report was read by Becky Gough 

“At the end of the last school year (July 2018) we were asked to fund the purchase of 
equipment for use during the school day.  This included a Maths station which is situated 
against the wall near the gates to Red and Blue Class. 

Throughout this year we have held various successful events: 3 discos, Christmas Cards, 
Christmas Fayre, Mother’s Day and Father’s Day gifts and May Fayre.  The Christmas and 
May Fayre’s were both well attended, and we received some really positive feedback.  
Father Christmas went down well again, a big thank you to the staff at the Infant School who 
helped build the grotto, and to Mr King who again volunteered to be [FC]. 

Christmas cards: templates were sent home with the children to be completed.  Again we 
received a good response and parents were happy with the cards they received. 

Mother’s Day and Father’s Day gifts: this was a real success.  The flowers and chocolates 
were a great hit, and the pre-order system worked well. Thank you to the teacher and TA’s 
for helping the children write the gift labels. 

May Fayre: this year the fayre on a Saturday and it was well attended.  Thank you to all the 
staff that were able to give up time to set up, run stalls and pack away.  Loads of positive 
feedback about everything, it was nice to hear how much people enjoyed listening to Rising 
Stars and Great Western Youth Band. 

Finally, as I stand down as Chair of the PTA, I would like to say a big thank you to the staff 
at the school, everyone who has been on the committee and all the helpers over the last 8 
years whilst I’ve been on committee in one role or another.  Without the help of everyone 
none of the vents would have been the success they were.  I wish everyone the very best 
and hope the PTA at the Infant School carries on raising much needed funds that the school 
needs.  If the new Infant School PTA committee have any questions or require any help or 
guidance, please get in touch, I will always be willing to help where possible.” 
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Report of the Treasurer, Wroughton Infant School PTA – Becky Gough 

 

The treasurer reported that the PTA had funded the Maths Corner which had cost £870 and 
the accompanying maths kit a further £325.  The income for the year totalled £1,906.38 over 
8 fundraisers, as follows: 

Christmas Cards  £130.24 

Nov. Disco           £71.42 

Christmas Fayre  £386.60 

Feb. Disco           £157.51 

Mother’s Day        £163.83 

May Fayre            £709.09 

Father’s Day         £185.59 

July Disco            £102.10 

 

As of the end of September the balance in the bank account is £3,106.34.  The treasurer 
confirmed that the accounts had been audited. 

 

3. Report of the Chair, Friends of Wroughton Junior School – Sarah McCormick 

 “I would like to quickly take you through the wonderful year we have had at Wroughton 
Junior Friends.  This year we can say has been our most successful yet! 

Following a change of committee members, I took over as Chair in May of this year we 
decided to give Friends a new direction.  We started by reintroducing our regular events like 
our Father’s Day presents, which proved hugely popular with the children and parents, as 
well as our much-anticipated Induction Disco at Easter, which raised over £700 in one 
evening, our highest grossing disco to date! 

Then came our Summer Fayre and Annual Fun run which hit the headlines all over Swindon, 
raising a massive £1900 for our school. We were very proud to welcome for the first time 
into our school, local traders and entertainers who joined our Summer Celebrations, as well 
as the amazing poppy Parachute Team, who helped us to support the Royal British Legion, 
a charity very close to the heart of our village. 

It has been my aim this year to make our School a large part of the community again, to get 
our children involved in fundraising and to get our parents and carers more involved with 
Friends and helping to raise money to enhance their children’s experience as they progress 
through our school. 

I am very pleased to say that in the space of a few months, we have gone from a committee 
of 5 to a group of 15, with more people waiting to join. Looking to the future, it is obvious 
that Junior Friends is going from strength to strength and I feel it is very important to ensure 
that we lay the correct foundations now, to allow us to continue to grow and increase our 
fundraising capabilities even further. 

To do this, some changes do need to happen. We need to change how our committee 
operates, with a new constitution and new procedures put in place and we need to change 
our financial operations to allow for more transparency. This then, will open the opportunity 
for us to become a registered charity. We will have access to various grants for our school, 
Gift Aid funding and there will be no practical limit on the amount of money we can raise. 
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Over the summer, I have worked with a small group of people from our existing committee 
to make sure that all of these formalities are ready to be put in place as soon as we have 
held our AGM and we are very excited to get going with our events for next term! 

There is also another very important matter that I would like to raise and that is spending! 
We feel very strongly that our parents and carers should have a say in how we spend the 
funds that we raise. Currently, we have almost £6000 waiting to be donated to the school 
so I would encourage you, when we break for coffee, or after the meeting, to go to the board 
and pin up your ideas, we would really appreciate your input. 

To finish, I would like to say a huge thank you to our teachers, who help us more than you 
ever get to see. And a special mention is required for Sian Ibberson, our previous chair, who 
held our committee together against all odds until May of this year and to Allyson Bartram 
and Lisa Dowdeswell who worked with me over the summer to get our new constitution in 
place. 

Thank you to our committee for their dedication and hard work this year and to all of you for 
your support.” 

 

Report of the Treasurer, Friends of Wroughton Junior School – Sophie Willis 

The treasurer reported that the Friends donated £615.15 to the Junior School for the 
purchase of cameras, as well as £250 contribution towards the licence fee for the Year 6 
production of Beauty and the Beast and £141.91 to pay for food for the Year 6 leavers 
celebration.  Over the course of the school year the friends have run a number of fundraisers 
including a cake sale, 3 discos, a summer Fayre/fun run, Father’s Day gifts, Christmas cards 
and an ice lolly sale, with a total profit of £3,065.44. 

The treasurer reported that the funds in the bank stood at £5740.38.  She confirmed that 
the accounts had been audited. 

 

4. Proposal to merge 

Mr Wilson outlined the proposal to merge the two associations which would see a new 
overarching executive committee responsible for all legal and regulatory requirements, 
allowing two separate teams to take the roles of fundraising for each school.  This model 
would offer volunteers the opportunity to take part in fundraising without the formality of 
attending committee meetings.  Mr Wilson said that he had not received any nominations 
for the post of chair and treasurer for the infants committee.  Therefore, without the merge, 
the infants association would not have a committee and would close.   However, under a 
merged association the fundraising for the infants could be managed, in the interim, by the 
executive committee until volunteers for a fundraising team for the infants could be recruited.  
He confirmed that each fundraising team would retain their own bank account with funds 
spent on their respective school.  Mr Wilson explained that, should the association/s raise 
more than £5,000 in one financial year, they are legally required to register as a charity.  By 
establishing an executive committee, it will become easier to manage the process of gaining 
charitable status.  In response to a query, Mr Wilson explained that any application for 
charitable status would be in the name of the new merged association.  The proposed name 
of the new association would be ‘Friends of Wroughton Primary Federation’. 

 

A vote on the proposal took place, in answer to the following question: 

“Should the proposal to merge the two friends committees go ahead, creating an executive 
committee and two fund raising sub-committees? 
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 Remain unchanged with 2 separate committees and no executive committee: 3 
votes 

 Merge the two committees, creating one executive committee and two fundraising 
sub-committees: 32 votes 

 

The proposal to merge was passed unanimously. 

 

5. Election of the Executive Committee 

i) The role of Executive Chair 

There was one nomination for chair, Sarah McCormick.  This was seconded by 
Donna Humphries.  Sarah was duly elected. 

ii) The role of Executive Treasurer 

There were two nominations for treasurer, Sophie Willis and Sian Ibberson.  A vote 
took place and the majority voted for Sian.  Sian was duly elected. 

iii) The role of Executive Secretary 

There was one nomination for secretary, Allyson Bartram.  This was seconded by 
Lisa Dowdeswell.  Allyson was duly elected. 

 

The Executive Headteacher will also sit on the Executive Committee. 

 

6. Any other business 

The new ‘Friends of Wroughton Primary Federation’ is formed with immediate effect.  An 
email will be sent to the school community to update them on the decisions of the 
meeting.  The new Executive Committee will meet next week.  Anyone who may be 
interested in being part of one of the fundraising teams should contact Mr Wilson by 
email. 

Mr Wilson encouraged everyone to give further consideration as to how the funds should 
be spent.  Mr Wilson was asked to consider conducting a federation-wide consultation 
on this. 

 

 


