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Aims Key Element Key Skills Rec Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 
 

Year 5 
 

Year 6 

Children should 
develop knowledge 
about the world, the 
United Kingdom and 
their locality. 
Children should also 
further extend their 
knowledge and 
understanding as 
they further 
progress through 
KS2 of Europe, 
North and South 
America. 

Understanding 
of location   

Using correct 
terminology 
 
 
 
 
 
Locating and 
identifying  
 

Early Learning Goal  

Children know about 

similarities and 

differences in relation 

to places.  

 

Comments and asks 

questions about 

aspects of their 

familiar world such as 

the place where they 

live or the natural 

world.    

 

Name and locate some 
of the seven  continents 
of the world.  
Name and  locate at 
least  two  of  the 
oceans of the world. 
Name and locate some 
of the four countries 
that are in the United 
Kingdom.  
Name at least two 
capital cities in the 
United Kingdom.   
Study  a small area in 
the UK and in a non-
European country  and 
identify the similarities 
and difference in 
human geography.  
Study  a small area in 
the UK and in a non-
European country  and 
identify the similarities 
and differences in 
physical geography. 

 

Name and locate the 
seven  continents of 
the world. Name and  
locate the five oceans  
of the world. Name 
and locate the four 
countries in  the 
United Kingdom.  
Name the four capital 
cities in the United 
Kingdom.   
Identify 
characteristics of the 
four  countries.  
Study a small area in 
the UK and in a non-
European country and 
identify similarities 
and differences in 
human and physical 
geography. 

Begin to locate the 
world’s countries, 
using maps to focus 
specifically on Europe, 
North and South 
America. Whilst also 
focusing on key 
physical and human 
characteristic and be 
able to locate them 
(rivers and coasts). 

Name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
key topographical 
features  and how 
they have changed 
over time. 

Identify the position 
and significance of 
latitude, longitude, 
equator, 
Northern/Southern 
Hemisphere, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle 
and the role of time 
zones. 

To identify the 
differences of human 
and physical 
geography of a region 
of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a 
European country, 
and a region within 
North or South 
America. 

Children should 
develop their 
understanding of 
the characteristics 
of a range of the 
World’s most 
significant human 
and physical 
features.   

Human and 
Physical 
features 

Understanding 
 
 
Describing 
 
 
Explaining 
 

Looks closely at 

similarities, 

differences, patterns 

and change.  

Talks about why things 

happen and how 

things work.    

 

Begin to use basic 
geographical vocabulary 
to talk about physical 
features of a place.  
Begin to use basic  
geographical vocabulary 
to talk about human 
features of a place. 
 Locate some hot and 
cold areas of the World 
in relation to the 
Equator and North or 
South  Poles.   
Identify seasonal 
weather  patterns 

Use a range of basic 
geographical vocabulary 
to talk about physical 
features of a place.  
Use a range of  basic 
geographical vocabulary 
to talk about human 
features of a place. 
 Locate hot and cold 
areas of the World in 
relation to the Equator 
and North or South 
Poles.  
Identify seasonal and 
daily weather patterns. 

Understand, describe 
and explain the key 
aspects of rivers and 
coasts. Link to human 
geography and the 
water cycle. 

Understand, describe 
and explain the key 
aspects of oceans, 
mountains and 
weather. Link to 
human geography 
(trade links etc) 

Understand, describe 
and explain the key 
aspects of biomes, 
earthquakes and a 
European country. 
Make links to human 
geography where 
possible.   

Understand, describe 
and explain the key 
aspects of volcanoes 
and explore the 
impact of global 
issues such as climate 
change. Make links to 
human geography 
where possible. 

Children should 
develop their 
geographical skills 
and have the 
opportunity to 
engage within 
geographical 
fieldwork. 

Geographical 
Enquiry 

Enquiry 
 
Using resources 

Early Learning Goal 
They talk about the 
features of their own 
immediate 
environment and how 
environments might 

vary from  one 

another. 
 

Shows care and 

concern for living 

things and the 

environment.    

 

Use maps, atlases and 
globes to identify 
places studied. And 
use at least one 
accurately. 
Use simple compass 
directions with 
increasing accuracy. 
Begin to devise a 
simple map. 
Begin to recognise 
landmarks of the 
World. 

They find answers to 
some simple questions - 
Use maps, atlases and 
globes with confidence 
to identify places 
studied. 
Use simple compass 
directions, 
North,South,East and 
West and directional 
language to describe 
locations. Of features on 
a map. 
Begin to devise a simple 
map. with basic symbols 
and a key. Begin to 
recognise landmarks of 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and computer 
mapping to describe 
and locate features 
studied. Use the eight 
points of a compass. 
Use fiedwork to 
observe, measure and 
record  features in the 
local area. 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and computer 
mapping to describe 
and locate features 
studied. Use the eight 
points of a compass, 
four and six figure grid 
references (begin to 
use ordinance survey 
maps) Use fieldwork 
where possible to 
observe, measure, 
record and present 
human and physical 
features in the local 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and computer 
mapping to describe 
and locate features 
studied. Use the eight 
points of a compass, 
four and six figure 
grid references (begin 
to use ordinance 
survey maps) Use 
fieldwork where 
possible to observe, 
measure, record and 
present human and 
physical features in 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and computer 
mapping describe and 
locate features 
studied. Using their 
knowledge and 
understanding, they 
identify and evaluate 
information, which 
they use critically to 
reach and support 
conclusions. 
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the World. 
Use fieldwork and 
observational skills to 
study the school 

grounds. 

area. the local area. 


