
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
11th February 2020 

 
Dear Parents & Carers 
 
The Governors and staff would like to say a huge thank you to everyone for everything you are doing to 
remote educate your children and for the enormous amount of time and energy that you are putting into 
everything during some of the most challenging months many of us have ever faced. 
 
We were really pleased that so many of you completed the remote learning survey. We received 123 
responses from Infant School families and 172 responses from Junior School families. This has really helped 
leaders with the ongoing review of the remote learning provision. The responses were overwhelmingly 
positive for both schools and whilst we recognise that there will always be refinements needed, we are really 
pleased that so many of you feel the amount of work and the blended approach to the remote learning is 
appropriate for the age of your children. The survey results can be accessed on our website by following this 
link: https://www.wroughtonfederation.co.uk/pages/news-events/covid-19-updates  
 
We know that some families would like a programme of live lessons and would like to reassure parents that 
this is something we have carefully considered. However, one of our key priorities through this lockdown has 
been to support both the education and the wellbeing of the children and our view has been, and remains, 
that live lessons would significantly add to the pressures on children without capturing the benefits of ‘live’ 
lessons. Our blended approach to remote learning provision has been carefully designed to balance regular 
live launches and live drop in sessions with teachers to maintain contact with more freedom for children and 
parents to work through lessons to their own timetable. The senior leaders from across our federation meet 
up with Headteacher and Local Authority colleagues several times each week, regularly sharing thoughts and 
feedback on the provision in Swindon schools as well as further afield, both in terms of what others offer and 
the challenges faced by each school. Leaders constantly share good practice across the network of schools and 
use this to refine the provision we have in place. We know that it is not possible to find a blended approach 
that works for everyone but are proud of the provision we are providing and are confident that the quantity of 
remote work is appropriate for the age of our students. Indeed, our survey shows that 25% of Infant and 27% 
of Junior families feel there is too much work set – please get in touch with your child’s teacher directly if you 
are concerned about this.  
 
We are also aware that a number of families are sharing devices with both Primary and Secondary aged 
children and we are working as hard as we can to provide laptops to families where needed; we continue to 
apply for additional laptops from the Government and local charities. Both schools will continue to give out 
laptops as they become available, distributed based on the information received during wellbeing calls made 
by staff.  A number of families were unaware of the national resources made available through the BBC and 
the Government’s Oak National Academy and we hope that you have had time now to explore both of these 
as they provide a range of additional materials to support remote learning. Please click on the names of these 
resources above to access the links. 
 
Please do remember that if you need any support with specific aspects of the remote learning, teachers can be 
contacted directly via year group emails. Teachers are always more than happy to talk through any specific 
aspect of the curriculum on the phone or via zoom and are always able to provide extra explanation should it 
be needed, so please do use the live drop in sessions or email to contact teachers to discuss specific learning 
support. 

Executive Headteacher: Andrew Wilson 
exechead@woughtonfederation.co.uk 

Head of Infants: Clare Keeping 
infanthead@wroughtonfederation.co.uk  

Head of Juniors: Michelle Tkocz 
juniorhead@wroughtonfederation.co.uk 

 

https://www.wroughtonfederation.co.uk/pages/news-events/covid-19-updates
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/this-terms-topics
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage
mailto:infanthead@wroughtonfederation.co.uk
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Senior leaders are starting to work on the safe return of children ahead of the Government’s announcement 
on 22nd February. Whilst we don’t yet know what will be said in this announcement, we anticipate it will 
include details regarding the timeline for children to return to school. To allow our school leaders to commit 
the time needed to plan for this, please respect that the remote learning provision meets the requirements set 
out by the Government and the needs of the vast majority of our families but will not always meet the needs 
of every individual. If you feel your child needs specific support with an aspect of the curriculum, or any aspect 
of the work set each day, please contact the teachers directly as they are best placed to provide this support. If 
you feel you need further clarification regarding any aspect of the federation’s work please email Sarah 
Rutherford, the Clerk to the Governing Body, on clerk@wroughtonfederation.co.uk and a member of the 
Governing Body will do their best to respond. 
 
We would like to again thank you for everything you are doing in such challenging times. We cannot thank you 
enough for the time, patience and resilience you are showing. We hope to write at the start of next term with 
details of how the return to school will look, though this is obviously dependent on the announcement made 
by the Government later this month. 

 
Your sincerely 

 
On behalf of the Governing Body 
 
 

mailto:clerk@wroughtonfederation.co.uk

