
  Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 2 Year 1 Rec 

Ter-
minolo

gy 

Preposition, conjunction. 
Word family, prefix. Clause, 
subordinate clause. Direct 
speech. Consonant, conso-
nant letter vowel, vowel let-
ter. Inverted commas/
speech marks. 

Determiner, pronoun, pos-
sessive pronoun, adverbi-
al. 

  

Modal verb, relative pro-
noun, relative clause, paren-
thesis, bracket, dash, cohe-
sion 

subject, object, active, passive,  
synonym, antonym, ellipses, hyphen, 
colon, semi-colon, bullet points. 

  

Noun, noun phrase, statement, 
question, exclamation, com-
mand, compound, suffix, ad-
jective, adverb, verb, tense 
(past, present) apostrophe, 
comma 

Know the terms sentence, let-
ter, capital letter, full stop 
and word.                                        
Know question mark and ex-
clamation mark                                                     
Know adjective, verb, singular, 
plural 

Can segment the sounds in 
simple words and blend them 
together. 

Links sounds to letters, nam-
ing and sounding the letters 
of the alphabet. 

Understand difference between 
letter, word and sentence.  

Word 
Clas-
ses 

* Pronouns (to avoid repeti-
tion) 

* Adverbial phrases 

* Adverbs 

* Articles - Difference be-
tween ‘a’ and ‘an’. 

* Pronouns 

* Conjunctions - use for 
cohesion 

* Confidently use a wide 
range of conjunctions 

* Noun phrases 

* Understand modal adverbs 
and verbs. 

* Understand and use modal verbs 
and adverbs. 

* Conjunctions - Understand and 
use co-ordinating and subordinat-
ing conjunctions 

  

Use simple adjectives and 
adverb phrases 
 

Understand how words com-
bine to make a sentence 
(children should know that 
there must be a ‘doing word’ 
verb) 

Begins to break the flow of 
speech into words.  
 
 
 

Verbs Use the present perfect 
form of verbs instead of 
the simple past 

  

Present perfect form in-
stead of the simple past 

Standard English forms 
for verb inflections in-
stead of local spoken 
forms 

  Use different Verb forms accu-
rately (tense, standard English) 

  

Understand subjunctive forms- aid 
with formality. 

Correct choice and con-
sistent use of present / 
past tense  
Use progressive form of 
verbs in past and present is 
drumming, was singing 

  

Para-
graphs 

Begin to use paragraphs as a 
way to group related materi-
al (supported work) 

Be able to split a give 
text into paragraphs con-
sidering subjects and 
themes. 

       

Basic 
Punc-
tuatio

n 

Use a range of punctuation 
including; full stops, capi-
tal letters, question 
marks, exclamation marks, 
commas, apostrophes. 

  

    * Capital letters, full stops, 
questions marks, exclamations 
(what or how), commas in a list 

* Colon to introduce a list and Semi-
colons within lists. 

* Hyphens 

Use a full range of punctuation 
mostly correctly 

Consistent use of capital 
letters and full stops 
Consistent use of question 
marks and exclamation 
marks                  Use a 
wide range of punctuation 
correctly most of the time . 
A ? ! , 

Leave spaces between words            
Use a capital letter to begin 
and a full stop to end a 
sentence                            
Begin to use question and ex-
clamation marks                                               
Use capital letters for proper 
nouns 

Leave spaces between words. 

Begin to use a capital letter at 
the start of a sentence and a 
full stop at the end of a sen-
tence.  

Apos-
trophe

s 

Possession of singular and 
plural. 

Plural and possessive –s 

Plural possession 

  * Apostrophes for contractions 

  

Apostrophes to mark singular 
possession in nouns                                             
Apostrophes to mark where 
letters are missing in 
spelling - contractions 

  

Com-
mas 

* Fronted adverbials - begin 
to 

* To mark clauses 

Fronted adverbials -
Independently 

* Use of commas in a list. 

* Subordination 

* To clarity meaning be-
tween clauses. 

Split clauses for clarity - commas 
and dashes. 

  

Commas to separate items in 
a list  

  

Claus-
es 

Extend the range of sen-
tences with more than one 
clause and use a wider 
range of conjunctions. 

  

  * Relative clauses 

* Parenthesis (brackets, 
dashes or commas). 

* Complex sentences and short 
sentences with appropriate punc-
tuation. 

* Semi-colon, colon and dash to 
mark the boundary between inde-
pendent clauses. 

* Parenthesis (brackets, commas, 
dashes) and relative clauses. 

Co-ordination (or, and, but)  
Subordination (when, if, be-
cause, as) 
Understand the different 
types of sentence:  state-
ment, question,   exclama-
tion or command 

Use ‘and’ to join two ideas                       
Use other joining words e.g. 
‘but, so, when, because’ to join 
two ideas 

Use ‘and’ to link sentences or 

ideas.  

Speec
h 

Independently use inverted 
commas for speech 

Inverted commas and oth-
er punctuation for direct 
speech. 

Speech rules to be used con-
sistently and accurately. 

Sentence types: statements, 
commands, questions, exclama-
tions 

Begin to use speech marks to 
punctuate dialogue 

  

Secure 

Within 

Beginning 

KS1 and KS2 Grammar Progression 



 Rec Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Planning Begins to break the 
flow of speech into 
words.  

 

 Consider what they are 
going to write before be-
ginning by planning or say-
ing out loud what they are 
going to write       Plan 
what they are going to 
write by writing down 
ideas/ key words including 
new vocab 

* Plan writing by discussing text 
similar. 

* Plan using a familiar writing 
frame. 

* Plan writing by exploring the work of 
others. 
* Plan by using a blank, known planning 
format. 

* Consider audience and purpose 

  

* Plan by noting, drawing on reading 
and research. 

* Plan by identifying the audience 
and purpose. 

* Evaluate the purpose of a model 
* Select an appropriate planning format 
and style. 

* Identify audience and purpose. 

* Think about viewpoint and be consistent 

Writing 
Style 

  

Gives meaning to 
marks as they draw 
and paint.  

Uses some clearly iden-
tifiable letters to com-
municate meaning, 
representing some 
sounds correctly and in 

sequence. 

Hold paper in position 
and use their preferred 
hand for writing, using 
a correct pencil grip. 
They are beginning to 
be able to write on 
lines and control letter 
size. 

Compose a sentence 
orally  
Write two types of 
sentences 
(statement and 
questions)                           

Develop positive attitudes 
towards and stamina for 
writing for different pur-
poses 

Write in a lively and coherent style. Write in a lively and coherent style.     Apply formal and informal styles 
with confidence. 
  

* Know the difference between informal 
and formal structures and select appropri-
ate features. 
* Manage shifts in writing between for-
malities 

Drafting Hears and says the 
initial sound in words. 

Uses a pencil and holds 
it effectively to form 
recognisable letters, 
most of which are cor-
rectly formed. 

  Rehearse sentences orally. Organise multiple paragraphs around a 
theme (independently). 

Rehearse sentences orally building on 
Year 3 (increasing range of sentence 
structures.) 

  Selecting appropriate grammar and vocabu-
lary. Understand how such choices can 
change and enhance meaning. 

  

Structuring Attempts to write short 
sentences in meaning-
ful contexts.  

write simple sentences 
which can be read by 
themselves and others. 
Some words are spelt 
correctly and others are 
phonetically plausible. 

  Headings and sub-headings to organ-
ise texts. 

  

Use simple organisational devices: text 
boxes, images, captions etc. 

Use further organisational and presen-
tational devices to structure text and 
to guide the reader. 

Use of layout devices confidently 

  

Paragraphs 
and        

Cohesion 

Writes own name and 
other things such as 
labels,captions. 

 

Use key features of 
narrative in their own 
writing. 

Sequence sentences 
to form short fic-
tion and non-fiction 
texts 

 * Independently use paragraphs to 
group in order 

* Adverbs and adverbial phrases 
(middle of sentences). 

* A range of pronouns or nouns (avoid 
repetition). 

* Use paragraphs that link using con-
junctions 

* Use a wide range of conjunctions 
throughout 

* Choose nouns or pronouns (clarity and 
avoid repetition). 

* Use a wide range of devices within 
and across paragraphs: adverbials of 
time, Pronouns, Conjunctions, Chains 
of reference 

* Interweave implicit & explicit links 
between sections. Begin to establish 
running thread though the whole piece 
of writing. 

* Use cohesive devices within and across 
sentences and paragraph. 

* Use by linking ideas within and across 
paragraphs (adverbials, repetition of a 
word or phrase, grammatical connections 
and ellipsis). 

* Use implicit links within the text to main-
tain a running thread through a whole piece 
of writing 

Tense  Understand that 
text can be written 
in a variety of tense 
(past, present, fu-
ture) 

 Use the correct tense for the gen-
re in most writing. 

Maintain an appropriate tense for the 
genre. 

Uses consistent and correct use of 
tense throughout a piece of writing. 

  

KS1 and KS2 Writing Progression 



 Rec Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Sentence 
Starts 

 Begin sentences in 
different ways using 
a range of pronouns 

Independently begin sen-
tences in different ways 

Use adverbial phrases to start sen-
tences 

A range of openers inc. ‘-ed clauses’ 
and ‘-ing clauses’ 

     Vary sentence openers to sus-
tain interest. 

Consistently choose effective sentence 
openers to shape writing. 

Sentence 
Lengths 

   Embellish simple sentences - ex-
panded noun phrases and powerful 
verbs. 

Use long/short sentences to add info and/
or emphasis. 

  

Vary sentence length and word order 
confidently to sustain interest. 

Within sentences use a wide range of 
clause structures, varying their position 
in sentences. 

Can intermingle a variety of sentence 
types for effect 

Word 
Choices 

   * Use interesting and ambitious 
words (not usually used by Y3) 

* Can independently use a thesaurus 
to up level words 

* Use interesting and ambitious words 
(not usually used by Year 4). 
  

* Select from a wide range of known 
imaginative and ambitious vocabulary 
(not commonly Y5) precisely. 

* Select from a wide range of known imagi-
native and ambitious vocabulary (not com-
monly year 6) precisely. 
  

Description 
for the  
reader 

 Use adjectives to 
add detail to simple 
sentences 

 * Use specific vocab to add detail to 
engage the reader. 
* Use adjectives and adverbs for 
description to emphasize or en-
hance meaning 

* Use expanded noun phrases to add de-
tail. 

* Choose language to suit the purpose 
and consider the impact. 

* Use adverbial, noun and prepositional 
phrases to add detail and precision. 

* Can apply knowledge of verb forms for 
meaning & effect (e.g. he ran, he was run-
ning).                                               
Create atmosphere and integrate speech 
to create character and advance the ac-
tion. 

Imagery    Similes and alliteration. 
Metaphors and  personification. 

Appropriate similes and alliteration, meta-
phors and personification to suit the gen-
re. 

Can use techniques to create effect. 
  

Can use 2 or more stylistic features to cre-
ate effect within the text  

Evaluating 
and Editing 

Write sentence an re-
read what has been 
written to check it 
makes sense 

Write sentence an 
re-read what has 
been written to 
check it makes 
sense 
Discuss what they 
have written with 
teacher / other pu-
pils 

Make simple additions, revi-
sions and corrections by 
evaluating writing with 
teacher or peers 

Assess the effectiveness of own 
writing. 

Assess the effectiveness of own and 
others’ writing and suggesting changes. 

A   Assess the effectiveness of own 
and others’ writing. Think about pur-
pose - does it fit? 

Assess the effectiveness of own and oth-
ers’ writing with justification to enhance 
meaning. 
  

Editing and 
Proof 

Reading for 
Grammar 

  Re-read to check for er-
rors in spelling, grammar 
and punctuation and make 
appropriate adjustments 
Re-read and adjust work to 
ensure verb tense is used 
consistently 

* Propose changes to grammar and 
vocabulary - a/an, conjunctions, ad-
verbs and prepositions. 
* Spelling and punctuation errors - 
including full stop, apostrophe, com-
ma, question mark, exclamation and 
inverted commas for speech. 

* Make improvements -pronouns, expand-
ed noun phrase, fronted adverbials. 
* Spelling and punctuation errors - apos-
trophe for possession, speech punctua-
tion, commas for fronted adverbials. 

* Ensure correct subject and verb 
agreement when using singular and 
plural 
* Spelling errors linked to spelling 
statements for year 5 and  punctua-
tion errors - brackets, dashes or com-
mas to indicate parenthesis. 

* Spelling and punctuation errors linked to 
spelling statements Band 6 

Specifically - hyphens, semi colons, dashes. 
  
  

Performing Begin to reread sen-
tences they have 
written.  

Read aloud their 
writing clearly 
enough for it to be 
heard by peers or 
teacher 

Read aloud what they have 
written with appropriate 
intonation to make meaning 
clear  

Read writing aloud, to a group or the 
whole class, consider audience. 

Confidently read aloud writing, use intona-
tion, control the tone and volume so mean-
ing is clear. 

Perform compositions, using appropri-
ate intonation, volume, and movement 
so meaning is clear. 

Confidently perform their own composi-
tions, using appropriate intonation, volume, 
and movement so meaning is clear. 

KS1 and KS2 Writing Progression 


