
KS2 Grammar Progression
Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Terminology Preposition, conjunction. Word
family, prefix. Clause, subordinate
clause. Direct speech. Consonant,
consonant letter vowel, vowel letter.
Inverted commas/speech marks.

Determiner, pronoun, possessive
pronoun, adverbial.

Modal verb, relative pronoun, relative
clause, parenthesis, bracket, dash,
cohesion

subject, object, active, passive, synonym, antonym, ellipses,
hyphen, colon, semi-colon, bullet points.

Word Classes * Pronouns (to avoid repetition)
* Adverbial phrases
* Adverbs
* Articles - Difference between ‘a’
and ‘an’.

* Pronouns
* Conjunctions - use for cohesion
* Confidently use a wide range
of conjunctions
* Noun phrases

* Understand modal adverbs and
verbs.

* Understand and use modal verbs and adverbs.
* Conjunctions - Understand and use co-ordinating and
subordinating conjunctions

Verbs Use the present perfect form of
verbs instead of the simple past

Present perfect form instead of
the simple past
Standard English forms for verb
inflections instead of local spoken
forms

Use different Verb forms accurately (tense, standard
English)

Understand subjunctive forms- aid with formality.

Paragraphs Begin to use paragraphs as a way to
group related material (supported
work)

Be able to split a give text into
paragraphs considering subjects
and themes.

Basic
Punctuation

Use a range of punctuation
including; full stops, capital
letters, question marks,
exclamation marks, commas,
apostrophes.

* Capital letters, full stops, questions marks,
exclamations (what or how), commas in a list
* Colon to introduce a list and Semi-colons within lists.
* Hyphens
Use a full range of punctuation mostly correctly

Apostrophes Possession of singular and plural. Plural and possessive –s
Plural possession

* Apostrophes for contractions

Commas * Fronted adverbials - begin to
* To mark clauses

Fronted adverbials -
Independently

* Use of commas in a list.
* Subordination
* To clarity meaning between clauses.

Split clauses for clarity - commas and dashes.

Clauses Extend the range of sentences
with more than one clause and use
a wider range of conjunctions.

* Relative clauses

* Parenthesis (brackets, dashes or
commas).

* Complex sentences and short sentences with
appropriate punctuation.
* Semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the boundary
between independent clauses.
* Parenthesis (brackets, commas, dashes) and relative
clauses.

Speech Independently use inverted commas
for speech

Inverted commas and other
punctuation for direct speech.

Speech rules to be used consistently
and accurately.

Sentence types: statements, commands, questions,
exclamations

Secure
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Beginning


