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*see also Learning Policy 

 

‘The most powerful single moderator that enhances achievement is feedback’ John Hattie  

‘...the impact of feedback is 124 times more cost effective than reducing class sizes’ 
Higgins/Sutton Trust Report 

 

As a Federation, we see the greatest impact when we agree, adopt and maintain a consistent 
approach which is age and ability appropriate. At The Wroughton Primary Federation, we 
believe that pupils’ self-esteem and resilience will develop through positive yet challenging 
feedback. As a result, this will accelerate progress. For this reason, all marking and feedback is 
underpinned by this policy which all pupils and staff follow on a day to day basis.  

 

Quality feedback includes:  

 Verbal feedback and coaching 

 Target Setting 

 Teacher Assessment  

 Self-Assessment  

 Peer Assessment 

 

Self and Peer Assessment may be interchangeable across the course of a week dependent on 
the sessions taught. 

 

Verbal Feedback and Coaching 

Verbal feedback and dialogue should be embedded within every session. It should be specific to 
the success criteria (the Tree of Triumph) and should identify both positives and next steps so 
that the child has a clear understanding of how to move their learning forward. Every pupil 
should receive verbal feedback on a regular basis. When this is given, a ‘VF’ will be recorded 
next to the piece of learning. During learning walks, pupils will be expected to discuss such 
feedback and coaching and how they are improving their written work. 

Coaching notes will be kept in the children’s books. Targets for literacy will be set for individual 
children within the coaching session and dated when evidenced in the children’s books. We 
expect to see the target embedded within the children’s work a minimum of three times before 
the next target is set. 
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English Feedback and Assessment 

All English work should identify key corrections for the pupil to then go back and edit according 
to this. This should occur during Dedicated Improvement Time (DIT) and should be done using a 
purple pen. These developments should be linked to the KPI’s for the specific year group with a 
focus on the following aspects or the non-negotiables:  

 Grammar  

 Punctuation  

 Spelling  

 Sentence Structure  

 Exciting Vocabulary  

 Paragraph 

Where it is required, teachers should comment on the presentation of work to ensure that 
pupils understand the importance of presenting their work to a high standard. 

 

Teacher Feedback, Marking and Assessment  

English should be marked in depth by the class teacher. This is where a comment is made, along 
with a next step. All work should be marked to the Federations agreed marking symbols. Every 
pupil should have their Tree of Triumph sticker in their books and the work should be clearly 
marked to show whether the work is an independent piece, TA or Teacher assisted. 

 

In the Infant School we have adopted Shirley Clarke’s ‘Tickled Pink and Growing Green’ method 
of marking with appropriately coloured pens. Marking in pink signifies positive work towards 
the learning objective/ Tree of Triumph and/or children’s target. Marking in green signifies 
areas for development/improvement.  
 

The marking policy applies to all written work whether Literacy, Numeracy, Science or 
Foundation Subjects. In science the title needs to be ticked twice in green if the child has 
achieved the objective. 
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Maths Feedback, Marking and Assessment  

Every pupil should have their Tree of Triumph sticker in their books. 

All calculations should be marked correct or incorrect, using the correct marking symbols. In 
every lesson, marking should refer to the Tree of Triumph.   

(Self-assessment and editing may be completed by the pupils, in purple pen, as pupils benefit 
from marking their own work, however this should then be further assessed and agreed by the 
adult. 

The pupils should correct any mistakes in purple pen (within the session – Dedicated 
Improvement Time). It is important for teachers to distinguish between a pupil’s simple slip, 
and an error that reflects a lack of understanding. Where a pupil makes a simple slip, it should 
be enough for the pupil to make the correction, using Dedicated Improvement Time and to re-
work the question in purple pen. 

If there is a lack of understanding and clear misconceptions, the teacher should initially identify 
where the misconceptions exist and address these within the rapid teacher-led same-day 
intervention (guided group work). Within the marking further clarification should be detailed as 
to how the child can move their learning forward and their next step. It may also be the case 
that the teacher re-models the calculation to show the correct method. 

Within the EYFS, marking is an individualised process whereby pupils are given immediate 
feedback which they then respond to as part of the lesson. These next steps will be evidenced 
in writing by the teacher in their Maths Books. 

Self-Assessment (SA)  

In Key Stage 1 pupils should be taught to self-assess in a meaningful way, against the Tree of 
Triumph. By the end of Year 2, the pupils should be able to self-assess regularly. By the end of 
Key Stage 2 pupils will self-assess confidently in English. All self-assessment should be 
moderated by the class teacher, using a light touch mark to either agree or alter the self-
assessment.  

To self-assess the pupils should tick the Tree of Triumph which they feel they have achieved and 
find evidence of this in their work, which they also underline neatly in purple pen, using a ruler. 
The pupils should then identify their own next step and write this in the space provided in 
purple pen or circle the area on the Tree of Triumph that they have not met.  

Peer Assessment  
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In Key Stage 1 pupils should be taught to peer-assess in a meaningful way, against the Tree of 
Triumph. By the end of Key Stage 2 pupils will peer-assess regularly in English and Maths. Again, 
all peer assessment should be moderated by the Class Teacher, using a light touch mark to 
either agree or alter the assessment. Peer Assessment should follow the same procedure as 
Self-Assessment. The pupil should initial their peer assessment to identify who has assessed the 
work.  

Dedicated Improvement Time (DIT) 

Teachers should allocate Dedicated Improvement Time for the pupils to reflect on their 
feedback and respond to it every day. This would form part of your input or as a morning 
activity. Purple – Improvement (The pupils should be allocated Dedicated Improvement Time 
(DIT) during every session to take on board feedback and respond to it. This may be through 
editing their learning or by answering a teacher question). 
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                        WJS Marking Code 

 

 
 I love this!  

You have met the learning objective.  

  These are your next steps.  
 

Spellings 

*  _____ You have spelt this underlined word wrong. 

 

* Correct the wrong spelling here (at the 

bottom of your piece of work). 

Word Choice 

~~~~~ This word doesn’t fit here e.g. It does make 

sense.    Could you choose better vocabulary? 

^ Something is missing - Reread to check it 

makes sense.   

Structure 
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/ You have missed a finger space. 
 

// You have forgotten to start a new paragraph. 
 

Punctuation 

 This means you have missed a full stop.  
 

 This means you’ve made a punctuation mistake. 
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WIS Marking Code 

 

 

 I love this!  

You have met the learning objective.  

  These are your next steps.  
 

Spellings 

*  _____ You have spelt this underlined word wrong. 

 

* Correct the wrong spelling here (at the 

bottom of your piece of work). 

Word Choice 

~~~~~ This word doesn’t fit here e.g. It does make 

sense.    Could you choose better vocabulary? 

^ Something is missing - Reread to check it 

makes sense.   

Structure 
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/ You have missed a finger space. 
 

// You have forgotten to start a new paragraph. 
 

Punctuation 

 This means you have missed a full stop.  
 

 This means you’ve made a capital letter 

mistake. 

 

 

 


