
 

Head of School’s Newsletter                                   November 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer 

It is lovely to see all the children back after the half term holiday. I hope you all had a lovely break.  

Our enquiry question this term is ‘What makes us who we are?’  We will be learning about our heritage, different 

celebrations, festivals, beliefs and about being a good citizen, all linked to British Values.  Near the end of the 

term our focus will be on Christmas from around the world.  Each year group’s topic web will be put on our web-

site, along with an overview of our topics this year.  Our hook day was very successful and the children loved 

sharing their traditional outfits and photos about their own heritage. Children were very proud talking about 

where they came from and the class learnt a bit more about each other.  

This term we are learning about the commitment ‘Celebrating Difference.’ This mean learning how everyone is 

unique and special and how there are differences between people’s cultures, race, backgrounds, appearance and 

personalities. Alongside this we are learning the values of tolerance, respect and fairness.  

Events in Term 2 

We have many activities and events coming up this term.   A full list of dates can be found at the end of this news-

letter, but listed below are some highlights for your diaries. 

Books for Bugs Virtual Book Fayre is from Monday 9th November where parents can buy books at 

a reasonable price. Great for Christmas presents. All children’s books are just £2.50 each.  

Parents Evening is on Tuesday 10th November and Thursday 12th November.  If you haven’t al-

ready please book a slot with the class teacher to find out how your child is getting on at school.  You can book on 

our teacher to parent service online using the link in the text or email message sent home. The Parents Evening 

will be via Zoom link. Parents can click on the link when it is there time slot to speak with the teacher.  

We will be raising money for Children in Need this year by wearing spots or yellow on Friday 13th  

November. Please donate £1. We will not be able to sell merchandise this year. 

 

 

Monday 16th November is Odd Sock Day.  We are highlighting anti-bullying for Anti-Bullying Week and are ask-

ing all children to wear odd socks to introduce the idea of difference. Alongside this 

each class will be participating in a variety of activities to understand this topic and 

how it effects people.  

We will also be participating in Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 11th De-

cember to raise money for Save the Children charity. Children can wear a Christmas Jumper and do-

nate £1. 



 

Term 1 Summary 

We have had some lovely events during Term1. I have highlighted a few below: 

Charity Events.  Thank you all for supporting Jeans for Genes Day. We raised £178 which will 

be very beneficial to the charity. Also a big thank you to all who have created Christmas box-

es for the FSCI Christmas Shoebox Appeal. We have had so many donations! I am sure a 

young child will wake with excitement on Christmas morning to receive one of your boxes.  

European Day of Languages. Each year group had fun learning about another country and they practised 

speaking some words in a different language. We hope you enjoyed watching the video of some of the ac-

tivities your child experienced on this day.  

 

 

 

 

 

Rock Steady Workshop. The children loved the Rock Steady workshop and many experienced testing out 

various instruments to see what sounds they make. Many of the children are now part of the Rock Steady 

Band and are being taught how to play some of the instruments each Friday afternoon. Hopefully we will all 

get to hear a performance in the near future.  

 

 

 

 

 

Harvest Festival.  Thank you for all of the wonderful food donations we received for Harvest.  The Food Fill-

ing Station has collect the food this week. The generous donations were a lovely reflection of the communi-

ty spirit within Wroughton and I am sure the donations will go a long way in supporting many families.  

We hope you all enjoyed watching our whole school Harvest video of some of the songs and poems the 

children learnt about Harvest.  

Parking 

There are still  a number of issues around parking when dropping off and collecting 

children from school. The traffic warden has become involved and has been doing 

spot checks and issuing fines to people not parking in an appropriate manner. Please 

try to find a parking space that is in a safe place and does not block roads or resi-

dents driveways. The Ellundune is often a good place to park and is only a short walk through an alley to 

the school grounds.   



Reading Homework 

A big thank you to parents for regularly listening to your children read at home. There has been a noticeable 

increase in the amount the children are reading outside of school and this is having an impact on the chil-

dren’s confidence and progress. Please continue all the amazing work you are doing at home and keep us-

ing the Bug Club online platform as there are lots of additional books your child can 

choose from for their level. Please let the teacher know if you have any problems with 

regard to the online Bug Club platform or if you are struggling with fitting the reading 

homework in regularly. We are here to help. The new reading initiative at school is 

really engaging the children. They are enjoying putting their name in the class box 

every time they read at home and are keen to win the opportunity to be the Reader 

of the Week and choose a book for the class during story time.  

Wroughton Community Pantry 

Han Smith and Rosemarie Watson have set up Wroughton Community Pantry for families who are entitled 

to Free School Meals in Wroughton and to help families who have been affected by the pandemic. They 

have collected donations of food they can distribute to families. The Fox and Hound have also set up 

Wroughton Community Meals Initiative and is offering free hot meal deliveries. A voucher will go home to 

families with a code on to access these two services. There is also a Facebook page for families to directly 

contact the service @Wroughtoncommunitypantry. There is a WhatsApp button on the page for direct mes-

saging. If you would like to make a donation towards this fantastic initiative please contact either Han Smith, 

Rosemarie Watson or the Fox and Hounds. 

Bus Children 

Please can I ask parents to leave a clear space when you see the bus children being escorted in and out of 

the playground. The staff members escorting the children need to keep all the children together to ensure 

safety but on occasions other children and parents end up in the middle of the line. Please be patient and 

give some space where you can.   

NSPCC Assembly  

This term we will be participating in the NSPCC Speak Out Stay Safe programme which is an online assembly 

on how children keep themselves safe from abuse or harm. All the material is child friendly and age appro-

priate and focusses on sharing their worries with a trusted adult. A letter will go out to parents very soon 

explaining more detail about this programme.  

Nut Aware Reminder 

We are a nut aware school which means we are aware that many food items may contain traces of nuts 

however we endeavour to reduce the amount of nut based products that enter the school ground. We are 

nut aware because we have a number of children with severe nut allergies.  Please can parents join us and 

be nut aware by not sending into school food or sweets containing nuts.  



Proud to Belong 

We have now recruited our School Council, E-Safety and Eco Council members. They will be meeting 

for the first time this term  and will plan ideas for developing the school further, share their 

knowledge about looking after the environment and keeping safe online.  

School Council 
  

E-safety Champion 
  

Eco Council 

It is our job to: 
Express our own views and 
views of other children. 
Communicate our feelings to 
adults. 
Attend regular meetings. 
Improve the school with new 
ideas. 
Help make positive changes. 

  

It is our job to: 
Help others learn how to be 
safer online. 
Learn how to use new tech-
nologies, apps and software. 
Suggest improvements to 
the ICT around the school. 
Plan and deliver online safe-
ty assemblies. 
Promote Safer Internet Day 
and organise whole school 
activities. 

  

It is our job to: 
Raise awareness on how to 
protect the world we live in. 
Encourage everyone to be 
good at recycling and saving 
energy. 
Improve the school with 
new Eco ideas. 
Help make positive changes. 
Encourage others to pick up 
litter and care for the plants 
and living things. 

  
  

School Council  

members 

Adelyn, Evan 

Tabitha, Darcey 

David, Zach 

Isobel, Lucas 

Willow, Harvey 

Sophie 

 

Eco Council members 

Harley 

Luke 

Oscar 

Daisy 

Iola 

Sofia 

E-Safety Champions 

Freddie 

Madeleine 

Zachary 

Amelie 

Jacob 

Harry 

Thank you to our School Council for making the poppy 

wreath for Wroughton Parish Council.  



Christmas Crazy 

Our Christmas events will be different this year as we will not be able to invite parents into school for 

events. However we still endeavour to ensure the children enjoy the in school Christmas activities and we 

will create a Christmas video so parents can watch and enjoy some of the activities the children will be do-

ing in school. Reception will still take part in the Christmas Nativity. However this will be done Covid secure 

by children having little scenes in smaller groups where they will take part, act and sing in a safe way. Staff 

will video the Nativity and send to parents. Harrison Ford AVP Filming and Photography Service will also 

video the Nativity so there will a professional DVD for parents to purchase as a keep sake.  

 

 

Wood Request 

Our Site Manager has asked if we could do a shout out for any 

wood people want disposing of. The main types of wood requested 

are any: 

Scaffolding boards, Pallets, Decking boards 

Mr Such will be using this wood to improve the pond area and to make large planters so we can have a 

growing area for the children to use for science. Please contact the school by email if you can help,  

infants@wroughtonfederation.co.uk.  

We will then contact you to arrange collection.  

School finishes at 1.15pm  

Friday 18th  December 

Term 3—Hook Day 

Children are invited to come to school dressed as an Eco Warrior on Tuesday 5th January 2021 as our topic 

is Can Little Things Make a Difference.  A letter will be sent out with more details nearer to the time. 

Homework/ Remote Learning 

Parents have requested that we do not send emails for printed homework or remote learning lessons if a 

child is self isolating for a short time. Therefore we will now be using the Seesaw online platform to send 

homework or remote learning to parents. The activities can be kept on the screen for the children to look at 

and use. The only resourses that may be required are a pencil and paper.  We hope families find this an easi-

er approach to access any learning sent home. Please let us know if you encounter any problems.  
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Diary Dates—Term 2 

Date Event Time Venue 

4th Nov Hook Day—Celebrations All Day  

9th-12th Nov Virtual Books for Bugs Book 
Fayre 

 Online 

10th Nov Parents Evening 3:30-6:30pm Appointments via Zoom 

12th Nov Parents Evening 4pm-7pm Appointments via Zoom 

13th Nov Children in Need  All Day  

Week Commencing 
16th Nov 

Anti bullying Week   

16th Nov Anti bullying Day—Odd Sock 
Day (wear odd socks) 

All Day Whole School 

20th Nov Gold Book Assembly Year1/2   

8th Dec EYFS Nativity  Being filmed in school by AVP 
Photography 

11th Dec Christmas Jumper Day (Donate 
£1 wear Christmas jumper) 

All Day Whole School 

16th Dec Christmas Dinner 12.00pm Dining Hall 

18th Dec Last Day of Term 1.15pm  

4th Jan Teacher Training Day  No children in school 

5th Jan Back to School 
Hook Day Eco Warriors 

8.50am Dress up as an Eco Warrior 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 


