
Head of School’s Newsletter | January 2022 

Dear Parent/Carers, 

Welcome back and Happy New Year!  I hope you all had a lovely Christmas and New Year.  The children have been 

excited to share what they have been up to with their families over the past few days and they are quickly settling 

back into school life.  

Our enquiry question this term is ‘Can little things make a big difference?’  We will be learning about how our 

behaviour and choices impact on people and the world. We will be exploring the little things that we can do to 

help protect our environment.  The children in Year 1 have already been searching for a Red Panda that has 

escaped from the Cotswold Wildlife Park. The children  in Year 2 also were lucky enough to meet Miss Plummer’s 

guinea pigs to launch their learning on the story of Christopher Nibble. In EYFS, the children are enjoying their 

learning of traditional tales.  

Our commitment focus this term is ‘Dreams and Goals,’ and our values linked to our commitment focus are 

aspiration, respect and perseverance.  We will be learning these values through challenging ourselves to achieve 

our full potential during classroom learning and through virtual assemblies.  

If you need to contact me please either speak to me on the playground, ring the school office or email me directly 

using infanthead@wroughtonfederation.co.uk  

 

Thank you for your continued support.  

 

Ashley Barrington-Wilding  

Head of School  

Staff news  

I am pleased to share with you that Mrs De Souza, Yellow class teacher, is pregnant and expecting her first child.  

We look forward to meeting baby De Souza is the coming months. I am also pleased to share with you that Miss 

Sims, Green class teacher, got married over the Christmas holiday. Miss Sims had a secret wedding service held in 

Jamaica. It was a wonderful surprise for all the staff when we returned to school. Please would you join me in 

congratulating Mrs De Souza  and Miss Sims on their special news.  

I would like to share with you that our Federation Business Manager, Mrs Such, will be leaving at the end of 

January. Mrs Such will be working for another school organisation in Swindon. On behalf of all the staff, I would 

like that say a huge thank you to Mrs Such for all her hard work. We wish Mrs Such the best of luck in her new 

venture.   



Update on our Academy Conversion 

As you already know from the updates sent by Mr Wilson last term, we were due to officially join on Grove 

Learning Trust (GLT) on 1st January. Unfortunately, there was a delay in the final legal paperwork being exchanged 

between the legal teams and with the Department for Education and legal representatives closing for the 

Christmas holidays, we were unable to meet the December deadline. The conversion has been delayed by one 

month and we expect to formally join GLT on 1st February. That said, we have been working collaboratively with 

GLT for many months and we are extremely excited about the opportunities presented by joining such a forward 

thinking, innovative multi academy trust.  

New school email addresses—Starting 1st February 2022 

Whilst the day to day structure of the schools is not changing, there are a few operational matters that need to 

change now that we will not legally be a federation of two schools. Our email addresses will be changing (but 

there will be transition period where emails sent to existing address are forwarded 

to the new ones so please don’t worry).  

My new email address will be head@wroughton-infants.co.uk  

If you need to contact the school office, their email address will be 

admin@wroughton-infants.co.uk  

Updated logo 

In terms of logo, there will be no immediate change to the logo that features on uniform. We have designed 

separate logos for each school but we have also kept a shared logo for uniform and shared communications. From 

this summer, we will instruct our uniform supplier to only print the new shared logo on uniform ready for the new 

school year. From this point, your child is more than welcome to continue wearing the federation logo however all 

new uniform will have the new logo embroidered. We recognise this will take time to filter through but we don’t 

want anyone to be out of pocket because of the logo change. We have deliberately kept a shared logo so uniform 

can be worn at both schools and to enable 2nd hand sales / uniform hand downs to continue. There had to be a 

change to the logo due to the legal change in our status from being a federation to being separate academies that 

are part of a multi academy trust. 

 

mailto:head@wroughton-infants.co.uk
mailto:admin@wroughton-infants.co.uk


New school website 

As we will no longer be federated (we will be separate academies that are part of a multi academy trust), we have 

also had to change the wording on our logo, letterheads, and school signs. For this reason, we have taken the 

opportunity to refresh the school logo for both schools. This will make it easier for you to identify which school 

each communication has come from. We have also separated out our websites to make it easier for you to access 

the information you need for each school. Our new website can be found by following the link below. We are just 

adding the final sections to the website this month but you are welcome to have a look.  

www.wroughton-infants.co.uk 

Follow us on our new Twitter feed  

We are keen to share all of the wonderful learning that takes place in our school so we have created new twitter 

accounts and will soon be launching school Facebook pages. We will do our best to share a variety of learning, 

messages and reminders on these platforms so please do follow us on the ones that work best for you. We will 

send details of our Facebook page soon. For now, our twitter handle is: @wroughtoninfant 

http://www.wroughton-infants.co.uk


COVID-19 Update  

As a school we have updated our Covid Risk Assessment inline with updated guidance from Public Health.   We 

have currently halted whole school gatherings and are reducing the mixing between year groups.  We will still 

continue to ensure we have good hygiene and regular hand washing for pupils as well as ensuring classrooms are 

clean and well ventilated. We will continue to follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing 

confirmed cases of COVID-19.  

We encourage you to wear a mask and maintaining appropriate social distancing, where possible, when collecting 

and dropping  your child/ren from school. If you need to speak to Mrs Gullen in the office, please ensure you wear 

a mask and socially distance appropriately. If you are meeting your child’s class teacher please make sure you are 

wearing a mask. You can also contact the school if you have any quires through phone or email.   

As a school, we will continue to inform classes if we have any confirmed cases of Covid-19 and the advice from 

Public Health.  

Children still need to attend school even if someone they live in the household that has tested has COVID-19 unless 
they too have tested positive for Covid-19 either through a PCR or Lateral Flow Test (LFT).  
 
The only time a child cannot attend school is if they have COVID-19 symptoms, a positive LFT or a positive PCR test 
result. If a child as this they are required to self-isolate.  
 
If your child tested positive, they can end their isolation and return to school on 7th day if they have a negative 
result on a LFT on the 6th and 7th day. If they are still testing positive, they need to remain in isolation for 10 days.  
 
If you, as parents or primary care givers, have tested positive you will need to arrange for other members of your 
family or friends to drop off and collect your child/ren from school. Please contact the school if you require 
support getting pupils to school. If your child is absent from school, other than illness, this will have an impact on 
your child’s overall school attendance.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support and understanding with this situation.  



Challenge Partners Review of Wroughton Infant School  

Last term, Wroughton Infants received an external Quality Assurance Review from Challenge Partners. The review 

took place from the 10th to 12th November and explored the educational provision of the school. The team was 

made up by two deputy headteachers, a headteacher and a retired OFSTED inspector from the across the south of 

England. I am pleased to share with you that the review of the school was extremely positive and  the reviewers 

agreed the school was ‘effective’ in its leadership at all levels as well as the quality of provision and outcomes. 

Below are an example of the positives shared in the report. 

‘Pupils’ pride in their learning is clear from the care they take in presenting their work, reflecting the ‘Proud to Belong’ ethos.’  

‘Behaviour for learning is strong. Children in Reception are developing their independence as they confidently choose from the 

wide range of resources available during free flow activities.’ 

‘Pupils continue to develop independence and a sense of responsibility for their own learning through Years 1 and 2. They are 

frequently asked to articulate their understanding.’ 

‘Pupils’ books show that they build well on their early phonics and reading, and make good progress in writing skills across the 

school. Pupils’ work indicates teachers have high expectations and promote writing at a greater depth successfully.’ 

These comments in the report highlight the excellent work and dedication of all the teachers and teaching 

assistants within the school but also how hard working and well behaved the children of Wroughton Infants are.   

As with all the positives, the review also highlighted some areas to develop across the school. One of the actions 

we have worked on since the review is to enhance the promotion of the love of reading. Teachers and Teaching 

Assistants have worked on this area at improving our reading corners and displays within the classroom, discussing 

authors at story time and asking children to share their favourite stories and authors. Another area of feedback 

given was to develop our teacher questioning to deepen pupil’s knowledge across all subject areas. This is 

something as a staff team we will be focusing on this term.  

Being part of Challenge Partners means that not only do we receive a review but senior leaders also take part in 

external reviews in schools across England. Myself, Mrs Bull and Mr Wilson will be undertaking reviews of schools 

outside of Wiltshire over the coming months. This will be an opportunity to see educational provision in different 

parts of the country and a chance to see how other schools operate. It will also provide us an opportunity for 

professional development and bring new ideas for teaching and learning at Wroughton Infants.   



Summary of Events in Term 2  

What a fantastic time we had last term! Key Stage 1 started the term with a visit from an actor who shared 

experiences about life on the battlefield in World War 1. The children were enthusiastic and engaged well in the 

sessions. Year 2 had an opportunity to visit the local Mosque in Swindon and discuss what they had learnt in RE 

with the Iman. The children were respectful and well behaved throughout the visits. Children in Reception went on 

their Welly Walk around the local area which they enjoyed thoroughly. Thank you to all the parents and carers 

who volunteered their time in order for this event to happen. All the children had an assembly with children’s 

author Clare Helen Welsh. The children enjoyed her story ‘Scissorella’ and asked really good questions about what it was 

like to be an author. At the end of the term, EYFS performed an excellent nativity. They sang beautifully and joined in well 

with the actions. The children had an excellent time seeing Father Christmas and enjoyed their Christmas lunch.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the school council were invited to join myself and Mrs Bishop to work with the War Graves Commission on Friday 

12th November at the church. The children helped prepare the grave of soldiers who fought in different wars by cleaning the 

graves and laying a poppy in remembrance. The children were also invited  to attend the service at the War Memorial on 

Remembrance Sunday to lay poppies to remember the fallen soldiers who  fought for our country. The school council 

members were a credit to the school. Thank you for being ambassadors for Wroughton Infants.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to also say a huge thank you to all our parents and carers and the generosity you have shown for the different 

charities we had raised money for this term.  

The Royal British Legion: £113.38 

Children in Need: £188.11 

Macmillan Cancer Support: £231.77 

Save the Children: £193.10 

 

 

 



Enterprise Week  

Last term the whole school completed an entrepreneurial project. The children wanted to see how much money 

they could make from designing and making a product. The children designed Christmas Eve packs, made hot 

chocolate cones, baked cakes and then set up a stall and sold their products at the end of the school day.  

The children learnt many skills during this project especially in terms of design, shopping, money, advertising and 

selling.  

We would like to thank all the parents who were able to come along and support these events.  The project was 

extremely successful. The children loved participating in all the activities and were so excited to hear that they 

both raised almost £100 each for their year groups. 

The children are going to decide what they would like the money spent on and this term they will spend their 

money for resources and equipment for their own year group.  

 

 

 

 

Friends of Wroughton Primary Federation  

Thank you for all of your support since September with fundraising for the Infant and Junior schools.  

The Friends have raised the following amounts from the different events:   

Carols by Candlelight £220 

Christmas Cards £300  

The Christmas Raffle £900  

The Friends would also like to say a 
massive thank you for your generosity for the hamper contributions. They were able to make 34 hampers with the 
donations given.  

The Friends are a fantastic group who support raising money for the school and thank you for supporting the 
events in school.  This year the Friends have paid for the hire of the coaches to take the Year 2 children to the 
mosque for their educational visit. The money raised from these events will be split between the schools. The 
money for the Infants will go towards supplementing trips, purchasing new lunchtime play equipment and  a 
canopy shelter for the Year 1 outside classroom.  

 

 

 



 

Date Event Time Additional Information  

w/c 24th January  Postponed-Open Classrooms  
(EYFS, Y1 and Y2) 

 Postponed due to the Covid-19 
situation.  

w/c 1st February  Children’s Mental Health 
Week 

 Activities will happen throughout 
the week to support pupil’s 

mental health.  

Friday 4th  
February  

NSPCC Number Day  All day  £1 donation to NSPCC. Wear 
numbers or maths related items 

of clothing.  

Tuesday 8th 
February  

Safer Internet Day  All day Activities for pupils on this day.  

Monday 14th 
February  

Year 1 trip to Cotswold 
Wildlife Park  

All day  Further information to follow.  

Thursday 17th 
February  

Random Acts of Kindness Day  All day   

Friday 18th 
 February  

End of Term 3   School finishes at 3pm for all 
pupils.  

Monday 28th 
February  

Start of Term 4   School open for pupils. Y1 and Y2 
doors open at 8:40.  

EYFS doors open at 8:50  

Thursday 3rd March  World Book Day  All day  Further information to follow.  

w/c 14th March  National Science Week   Activities will happen throughout 
the week for pupils.   

Tuesday 22nd March Parents evening  3:30pm to 
6:30pm  

Further information to follow.  

Thursday 24th 
March  

Parents evening  4pm to 7pm  Further information to follow.  

Tuesday 5th April  Year 1 Production  Morning  Further information to follow.  

Wednesday 6th April  Year 1 Production  Afternoon  Further information to follow.  

Friday 8th April  End of Term 4   School finishes at 1:15pm for 
Infants and 1:30pm for Juniors.  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Here our some key diary dates for the coming weeks.   

End of Term 3  

School finishes on Friday 18th February at 3pm  


