
 

 

 

 

Junior Head of School Newsletter    March 2021 

Dear parents and carers, 

 

I am wishing you and your children a warm welcome to term 4.  I cannot tell you 

how much I, and the junior team, have enjoyed having the school full of children 

again.  

 

For the remainder of term 4 we will continue the academic education that was 

launched whilst we were in lockdown 3 with additional time allotted to the 

children to reconnect with each other.   

 

I’d like to extend my huge congratulations to those keen gymnasts that entered the 

Fortius competition during lockdown. The judges were really astounded by Josh, 

Chloe and Henry.  

 

Finally, everyone here would like to thank you for your support of the 

school throughout lockdown 3. To our critical worker families, thank  

you for your efforts with the country’s response to Coronavirus.  

 

The Book of Hopes, published in this latest 

lockdown, has 23 never-seen-before stories and 

poems and is free to access at the moment from 

The National Literacy Trust The Book of Hopes 

There are some beautiful entries that are well 

worth exploring with your children. 

Upcoming Dates 

 

15th 
Mar  

Odd Socks Day - 
Down 
Syndrome 
Awareness 

16th 
Mar 

Virtual Parent 
Evening 
 

18th 
Mar 

Virtual Parent 
Evening 
 

19th 
Mar  

Comic Relief 

31st 
Mar 

School finishes 
Early 

1st 
Apr 

TD Day 

6th 
May 

Polling Day – 
the school is 
open 

 

Full details are on the 

final page. 

 Covid-19 Testing for Households with Primary Aged 

Pupils Attending School 

 

Last week the government announced that 

households with primary children, including childcare 

and support bubbles, can test themselves for Covid-19 

twice a week. This testing is aimed at identifying 

asymptomatic cases and prevent the virus spreading 

further.  

 

As a school we cannot give out test kits. Please see 

Schools testing: COVID-19 lateral flow home test kits 

for further details on how to get a testing kit for your 

family. 

 

Please note that a negative result does not guarantee 

you do not have Covid-19 so it is important to keep 

following government advice: 

- regular handwashing 

- social distancing  

- wearing a facemask where recommended 

 

 

 

 

 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes/
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests


 

 

 

  

Year 3 

Year 3 were very excited to return to school and 

have settled well during our first week back 

together. We completed a project week all based 

upon the theme of ‘reach for the stars’; everyone 

really did prove they are ready to shine brightly. For 

the rest of the term we will be using our geography 

skills to continue exploring rivers, using lots of 

geographical vocabulary, thinking about the benefits 

and drawbacks of living near a river and hopefully 

getting the chance to visit a waterway within the 

local environment. Alongside this, as part of our 

Jigsaw and Science lessons, we will be focusing on 

staying healthy by looking at food groups, exercise 

and making good choices. It is going to be lovely to 

feel the Year 3 buzz once again.  

 

 

Year 4 

This term our learning is focused on Magnificent 

Mountains. Whilst learning from home we 

immersed ourselves at the beginning of the term by 

writing powerful poetry around mountains, 

exploring descriptive vocabulary and different 

viewpoints. We were so impressed by the care taken 

to craft the words and really enjoyed the video 

performances! As we return to school, we will be 

studying Edmund Hillary, who was the first person 

to climb Mount Everest and reach the summit. We 

will write diary entries as if we are Hillary, exploring 

the range of emotions he experienced as he raced to 

the summit. After, we will continue our learning 

journey by becoming New Reporters, researching 

and writing news reports focusing on different 

aspects of Everest. Our English work will continue to 

link with our Geography focus for the term as we 

continue to explore Mountains, their climates and 

impacts of tourism.  

 

We are so excited to be back in school and we are 

glad that we are all back together. Everyone has 

come back into school with a readiness to learn and 

determined to do their best. We want to take this 

opportunity to thank everyone at home for your 

time and effort in supporting learning from home. 

We know it was no easy task but without you it 

wouldn’t have been so successful – thank you!  

 

 

Year 5 

This term, both at home and in school, we have 

completed science experiments watching the 

changes in state, created dances that were carefully 

self-choreographed linked to our Vicious Vikings 

topic and now the varied landscapes of the world; 

we have written spooky thriller stories featuring the 

mythical kraken and become detailed-orientated 

news reporter from the past; we have dressed up, 

baked, read, built greenhouses, relaxed and 

expressed ourselves and pushed ourselves to the 

mathematical limit with calculation and shape! 

 

As we return, we will dive further into the world of 

Biomes. Exploring these various landscapes and 

understanding the different climates and 

ecosystems will be our mission. When we are not 

investigating these fascinating places, we will be 

immersed in the dramatic yet tragic love story 

between the infamous Highwayman and Bess in this 

classic narrative poem by Alfred Noyes. We are 

looking forward to brushing up our Fractions 

knowledge in Maths and getting stuck into some 

collaborative learning – it will be great to have 

partner talk again! Most importantly this term, we 

will enjoy the company of our friends on the 

playground, the support of our teachers in class and 

the familiar structure of the school day!  

 

Year 6 

 

In year 6, we are extremely happy to have our 

Oakies, Hornbeamers and Birchlings all back.  

 

Now that we are united again, we have begun our 

learning looking at the book Leaf by Sandra 

Deickmann. This exciting book touches on this 

term's topic of Climate Change while letting us 

explore language and colour too. Over this week, we 

have used the tree area to discover character 

perspective, created flying machines to rescue our 

main character, the polar bear and also, messages of 

hope. Over the next few weeks, we are really 

looking forward to continuing the topics we started 

when in home learning. Our exploration of climate 

change continues in Geography while intertwining 

with a new book, Floodlands, to write different 

genres. In Science, we will be looking at different 

ways to classify and becoming Shape experts in 

Maths.  

 

Term 4 value - Collaboration; 

Curriculum theme - Conservation 



A Message from Mrs Blagg our PSHE Lead  

Healthy Me 

 

This term, the Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) theme across the 

school is ‘Healthy Me’. Below are the range of areas covered in each year group. 

PSHE lessons are delivered using the Jigsaw scheme of work and as always 

lessons are taught sensitively in an age and stage appropriate manner.  Lessons 

taught will cover the following areas, however we will allow a period of time for children to settle back into school 

life before covering these areas. 

 

Year 3 
Exercise Fitness challenges  
Food labelling and healthy swaps 
 Attitudes towards drugs 
 Keeping safe and why it’s important 
 online and off line scenarios  
Respect for myself and others  
Healthy and safe choices 
 

 Year 4 
Healthy friendships and group dynamics 
Smoking  
Alcohol  
Assertiveness Peer pressure  
Celebrating inner strength 
 

     

Year 5 
Smoking, including vaping 
Alcohol and anti-social behaviour  
Emergency aid  
Body image  
Relationships with food  
Healthy choices  
Motivation and behaviour 
 

 Year 6 
Taking personal responsibility  
 How substances affect the body  
Exploitation, including ‘county lines’ and gang 
culture 
 Emotional and mental health  
Managing stress 

 

If you would like to discuss any of these areas further, then please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher. 

 

 

 

  

Positivity Window Trail for Children’s Mental Health Week 

 

Thank you to everyone who took part in this whole school event.  

It was fantastic to see so many positive messages as you walked  

around the village and definitely helped to spread a little cheer in  

uncertain times.  
 

                       

 

  



Lockdown Learning – A celebration 

What an impressive year group we have in our Hazel and Sycamore classes. 

They adapted really quickly to their learning both at home and in the Y3 

bubble in school.  This is particularly impressive considering that year 3 were 

with use for just two terms before we headed into lockdown 3. They have 

romped through time and discovered the water cycle.  

     
 

Wow Year 4 certainly showed they all have the skills from the learning toolkit 

whilst learning from home after Christmas. It was really tricky at times and we 

showed great resilience and produced some fantastic pieces of work, that we 

really should be proud of. Here are just some of the fantastic activities we would 

like to share. 

African Savannah Sunsets - The Year 4 Team were blown away by the range of different techniques used to create 

beautiful sunset pictures linking to our English writing about The Awongalema Tree. Year 4 really are a creative 

bunch. 

       

Express Yourself Challenge - This was a fantastic way for all the children and staff to truly express themselves in 

recognition of Children’s mental health week. The range in responses was amazing from singing performances to 

poetry and dances, photographs, artwork, baking and even handstands! This was a brilliant opportunity for children 

to take ownership of this lesson that we perhaps might not have been able to explore as fully if we were all learning 

at school. 

     

Design Technology- Healthy Eating and Making Pizzas - Who knew learning could taste so good! In DT we explored 

healthy eating and the importance of a balanced diet. We then explored pizzas- what they are and new alternative 

versions, before designing our own, making sure they provided us with a healthy balanced lunch. Some people took 

the learning further by making and cooking their recipes- yummy! 



                          

 

Maths- Addition and Subtraction - At different points during these units of work, Year 4 really showed how far they 

had come in their learning journey by swapping roles with the teacher and filming videos of themselves modelling 

the methods for compact addition and subtraction and marking and spotting mistakes in Mrs Cairns’ work. It was 

brilliant to watch and they were all very careful making sure that they used the correct mathematical vocabulary at 

all times. Well done! 

 

At home, we have had to be super 

flexible – as learners we have been 

artists, cricketers, scientists, 

mathematicians, authors, technical 

wizards, readers, zoom experts, historians, designers, geographers, dancers 

and above all independent, resilient thinker all from the comfort of our own 

homes. That is quite an achievement!  

In school, we have played many a game of Countdown, revived some playground classics such as Stuck in the Mud 

and Sardines and celebrated World Book Day with an enjoyable Mad Hatter’s Tea Party complete with homemade 

jam tarts! We’ve had an interesting time moving between the Infant and Junior sites and enjoyed discovering all the 

different things in our temporary classrooms! It has been quite an adventure! 

Mrs Nelson and Mrs Jeeves have been impressed and extremely proud of year 

5’s attitude and efforts. While Seesaw and Zoom will always be 

remembered, we are certainly ready to get back to school where it 

will on with the next challenge! 

 

 

 

We couldn't have been prouder of our Year 6 children during the recent school closures!  

It was definitely not easy but the independence, resilience and determination that our children 

showed was a real credit to both themselves and their parents.  

We completed so many different activities- science experiments with skittles, making our own 

healthy snack bars linked to our DT, watching David Attenborough share his knowledge and 

then stepping into his shoes - we really made the most of being at home.  

On top of all this we cracked on with learning some meaty maths topics 

including ratio and algebra. As we moved into term 4, we brought this 

learning seamlessly back to school.  

 

  

 

 

 



 

Covid-19 Absences – What We Need to Know  

If you telephone the school office to report an absence we need you to give 

clear, concise information about the reason for the absence. All attendance is 

reported to the Department for Education. We need to know:  

 Is your child ill with COVID symptoms? Which symptoms do they have?  

 Have you accessed a test?  

 What are the test results, when you have received them?  

 Is your child ill with no COVID symptoms?  

 Is your child isolating because someone else in the household has 

symptoms?  

 Has that other person had a test? What are the results?  

Thank you for your co-operation with this, it will help us provide accurate 

statistics to the DfE – all of the figures are anonymised and they help them get 

a clear picture of what is happening in schools.   

 

 

Help in the Community 

Wroughton Community Pantry  

The Wroughton Community Pantry is still going strong. Their aim is to support any 

family in need. The community pantry have been collecting food to donate to 

families that require help during these very difficult times.   

If you are in need of this support, we would encourage you to contact the group. 

See their Facebook page @WroughtonCommunityPantry for more details on this 

initiative. 

Swindon Food Collective 

Wroughton Junior School are referrers for Swindon Food Collective. If you find that you 

are going without to feed your children; that you are waiting longer than expected for 

your benefits payment; that the bill for an emergency repair has left you unable to pay 

for your shopping, then you can get help from Swindon Food Collective.   

 

 

 

Residential Trips – The current Government guidance states that ‘We advise against all educational visits at this 

time. This advice will be kept under review’. 

We are hopeful that the planned trips will continue but this will depend on the roadmap continuing on the journey 

laid out by the government.  

We will update you as soon as we receive further guidance. Although we have requested you do not make payments 

at the moment we would strongly suggest you continue to put money aside so you are able to make final payments 

once the government’s decision has been made.  

 

 



 
Diary Dates 

 
This academic year the school will take part in several events however due to the current pandemic some of these 
events may be scaled back or have a ‘twist’ to account for the adjustments we have to make to keep everyone 
safe.  

 

Date  Event How we will celebrate? 

15th Mar  Down Syndrome Awareness Children invited to wear odd socks. The children will join an 
assembly led by Mrs Bull, our federation SENCo, to find out more 
about Down Syndrome Awareness Day on 21st March 2021.   
 

16th Mar  Virtual Parent Evening 
4.00pm-7.00pm 

You will have the opportunity to meet your child’s class teacher 
via the Zoom platform. A link to the meeting you have booked 
through Teachers2Parents will follow shortly. 
 

18th Mar Virtual Parent Evening 
3.30pm-6.30pm 

You will have the opportunity to meet your child’s class teacher 
via the Zoom platform. A link to the meeting you have booked 
through Teachers2Parents will follow shortly. 
 

19th Mar Comic Relief Children are invited to wear something red as part of a non-
uniform day to raise money for Comic Relief. Please send in your 
donations to school in aid of this fantastic cause. Challenge: Can 
anyone be red top-to-toe? 
 

31st Mar  Last Day of Term At 1:15pm the school breaks up for the Easter holidays for junior 
only collections and 1.30pm for those with siblings at the infant 
school. 
 

1st Apr TD Day School is closed to children. 
 
 

6th May Polling Day The school site is being used as a polling station in your on 6th 
May. The school will remain open as the polling will be carried 
out in the mobiles situated at the rear of the site so the school 
can remain open to children. Please be mindful that there may 
be additional traffic on Inverary Road on this day. 
 

 


