
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  School starts at 8.30am please  

  ensure your child arrives  

  promptly. 

The doors are closed at 8.40am and any arrivals 

after this time will be marked as late. 

 

Junior Head of School Newsletter    September 2021 

Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome to term 1 I hope you have had a fun summer holiday and are 

ready to embrace the routines of the school year. I want to wish a warm 

welcome to our new families, pupils and staff this September as well as 

those returning to us.  

 

I have been really impressed with how the children have settled into the 

new academic year and it has been wonderful to see the return to shared 

playtimes and lunchtimes. The buzz around the school has been brilliant. 

 

This term we will be announcing our Year 6 House Captains 

who are democratically elected to these positions of  

responsibility by the members of their houses. In addition to 

their responsibilities these children will have a vital role in 

championing our wonderful school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

School Uniform Sale | 15th October 2021 
 

The Friends of Wroughton Junior School are 

running a school uniform sale after school on Friday 

15th October 2021. 

 

They are selling pre-loved uniforms at bargain 

prices. If you need replacement uniform or spares 

please come along and help raise some money for 

the school along the way. 

 

Look out for signposts from the large playground to 

the Hub classroom. 

Upcoming Dates 
 

September 2021 
13th 
-17th 

Open classrooms 

17th  Jeans for Genes 
22nd  Y6 Pencelli 

information event 

24th  European Day of 
Languages 

October 2021 
1st Black History 

month 
National Walk to 
School month 

4th World Space Day | 
Women in Space 

7th National Poetry 
Day 

8th Young People 
Mental Health Day  

13th 
- 
15th  

Y6 Pencelli 
residential 
Uniform sale 

19th  Harvest Festival 

20th  End of Term 1 
 

Full details are on the final 

page. 

Young Carers 

 

At Wroughton Primary Federation we want Young 

Carers to be recognised, feel supported and know 

they have people to talk to if they need to. 

A Young Carer is a person, up to the age of 18, whose 

life is affected by looking after someone in their 

family. This may include someone with physical or 

learning disabilities, long term illness, mental health 

illness or drug and alcohol challenges.  

Young Carers help with a variety of tasks, which may 

not be considered appropriate to their age. These 

tasks may include giving medication, caring for 

siblings, personal care tasks, housework and cooking. 

If you think your child may be a Young Carer, then 

please get in touch with Mrs Blagg directly at 

blaggs@wroughtonfederation.co.uk and we can 

discuss ways in which the school  can support your 

child further. 

 

 

mailto:blaggs@wroughtonfederation.co.uk


  

Year 3 

 

This term Year 3 are focusing on a local study of 

Wroughton.  

 

The children will be developing their sense of 

belonging in the local community by starting with the 

human and physical features and land use of this 

important location. 

 

If anyone has a tale to share with the children or 

artefacts that could be shared please let the teaching 

team know. 

 

In English, the children are exploring a variety of 

picture books that have themes that provide rich 

opportunities for discussion and nurture their love of 

reading. 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 

 

Year 5 are staring the year with a focus on the 

geography theme of biomes.  

 

The children will be widening their knowledge of the 

world by looking at the climates in different biomes 

including rainfall and the human impact on biomes 

evidenced by the current the climate crisis. 

 

Using our biomes theme in English we are writing in 

different poetic forms such as haiku, kenning and 

R.A.P. In addition, we are writing a narrative inspired 

by a WWF advert and developing our higher order 

thinking skills by giving mother nature a voice in a 

speech. 

Year 6 

 

In this first term of the children’s final year of junior 

school we are focusing on Crime and Punishment 

through time.  

 

To start the term, the children explored a gripping 

poem exploring how people were punished for 

crimes they may have not committed. We have 

followed this up by practicing our narrative skills in 

the filmic text ‘Phoenix.’ 

 

Our topic of Crime and Punishment has entered our 

Guided Reading this term too; we are reading Holes 

by Louis Sacher and loving learning about Stanley 

Yelnats at Camp Green Lake!  

 

We are really pleased with how our Year 6 children 

have stepped up already as role models in the 

school. 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 

 

This term Year 4 are learning about the Ancient 

Greek civilisation and Greek Gods and myths.  

 

The children have been busy learning about the 

Greek Gods since the start of term and have been 

fascinated by the stories that they have inspired. 

Throughout this unit the children are developing 

their sense of the past. 

 

In design and technology, the children are looking at 

traditional Greek food both from ancient and 

modern times and will be developing a Meze menu 

to make all of our mouths water! 

 

In science the children are discovering electricity 

both in nature and in the home.  

 

Term 1 Value: PRIDE 

 



 

 

Reading, Reading, Reading 

Reading at home with or to your child regularly (we recommend 5 times a week) will not 

only benefit your child’s understanding of vocabulary it will also help them to discover 

new worlds of wonder and information. As well as the joy unlocking a new story or fact 

can bring a child there is also strong evidence that links reading for pleasure with 

academic and personal development. In fact, reading enjoyment has been reported as 

more important for children’s educational success than their family’s socio-economic 

status (OECD, 2002).  

 

Here are some top tips for supporting reading at home with thanks from our friends at Somerset Literacy 

Network 

1. Read to your child: 

Reading to children is as beneficial as hearing them read and we are never too old to be read to! 

Read whatever you will both enjoy. At Key Stage 2 classic stories like ‘The Hobbit’ and ‘Wind in the 

Willows’ will do wonderful things for children’s imaginations and vocabulary. ‘Harry Potter’, ‘A 

Series of Unfortunate Events’ and other books that the children might know as films are also great 

reads.  

2. Read the same books as your child: 

If you read the same books, you can discuss them together – and children’s books are 
great reads! Join the library together, if you don’t already belong. Librarians are there to 
offer helpful advice on books you might enjoy. 

3. Provide the best conditions you can for reading (and homework): 

Some children can manage to work with background noise, but a quiet space is ideal. 
Encourage children to read or do homework while they are alert and not too tired. If your 
child is trying to remember something specific e.g. how to spell a word, then writing the 
word up in large writing on a piece of paper and pinning it up at the foot of the bed or on 
the wardrobe can really help – our subconscious minds do lots of learning for us while we 
sleep. 

4. Computers: 

Computers motivate most children and learning to read on screen is a vital skill our 
children need to learn. Many children are motivated to read and write on the computer.  

5. Praise: 

We all respond far better to praise than to criticism. Try to point out the ‘good bits’ in their 
reading and writing. Praise attempts at words. 

6. Make it real: 

Provide ‘real world’ reasons for reading and writing e.g. researching the ‘Best Buy’ for something 

you are hoping to buy; following recipes and helping with cooking. Try to do playful and interesting 

things that are not possible in school. 

7. Play and have fun! 

Children are programmed to play and motivated by anything presented in the form of a game. 

Board games, card games, spelling games, computer games, and sport – any form of play that you 

enjoy is great for children’s emotional well-being and their learning!  



 

 

Covid 19 Guidance for Attendance in School 

 

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or 
are a close contact of someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply: 
 
 they are fully vaccinated 
 they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months 
 they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 
 they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 
 
If you are not vaccinated, you need to isolate if you are identified as someone as a close contact of a 
positive case.  
 
If you are not showing symptoms but have gone for a PCR test (as you have been identified as close contact 
of a positive case) you do not need to isolate until return of the PCR result. 
 
Children still need to attend school even if someone they live in the household that has tested has COVID-
19 unless they too have tested positive for Covid-19.   
 
The only time a child cannot attend school is if they have COVID-19 symptoms or a positive PCR test result 
and would therefore be required to self-isolate.  
 
If you, as parents or primary care givers, have tested positive you will need to arrange for other members 
of your family or friends to drop off and collect your child/ren from school. If your child is absent from 
school, other than illness, this will have an impact on your child’s overall school attendance.  
 

 

Flu Vaccinations 

 

This year your child will be offered a free flu vaccination in school and we will shortly be sending 

communication with regards to consent for this. However, we are aware there are some children that, due 

to an underlying medical condition, are at increased risk from the flu virus – if you believe that your child is 

in the category and you would like the opportunity to book them into an early community clinic please 

contact the single point of access (SPA) on 0300 247 0082 or vcl.immunisations@nhs.net. Please note this 

is an extremely busy time for their phones and therefore if you are struggling to get through please do not 

hesitate to contact them via e-mail. 

 

 

School Uniform 

As the shops are fully open there is an expectation that full uniform needs to be worn at all times this academic year. 

Our School Uniform requirements can be found on our website Wroughton School Uniform Expectations 

If you would like your child to wear uniform with the Wroughton logo these can be ordered at 

Wroughton Junior Uniform.  

Please ensure you label your child’s school uniform so it can get back to you if it is misplaced.   

mailto:vcl.immunisations@nhs.net
https://www.wroughtonfederation.co.uk/pages/our-schools/school-uniform
https://www.yourschooluniform.com/schools/index/wroughton-junior-school-44572


 

ARE YOUR CHILD’S EMERGENCY CONTACT DETAILS UP-

TO-DATE? 

 

Please contact the school office if your contact details have changed at all over the summer holidays. It is 

really important that should we need to reach you that the information we hold is accurate. 

 

Where possible, the school would hold two emergency contacts for each child on roll.  

 

Please email juniors@wroughtonfederation.co.uk with any changes you need to make. 

 

 

 

Sporting Prowess at Wroughton 

 

Wroughton Junior School are very proud of the recent sporting success outside of the 

school. 

 

Congratulations to Isobel K for being selected for the England Pathfinders Football 

Lionesses Course, and representing Wiltshire, at girls under 12 level and Joshua M for 

signing for Swindon Town Football Club.  

 

Well done also to the Wroughton Wrens, a brand new (all girl) football team that have got off to a flying start as they 

won their very first official FA game. This fledgling team are represented by 6 of our Y6 children. Congratulations to 

Matilda W (goal keeper), Alice S, Evie S, Ava J, Maddison S and Anya S. They played for the first time together merely 

six weeks ago!  

 

If your child has sporting achievements outside of school, then we would like to know. Please email Miss Hitchcox so 

they can be celebrated in our sporting ‘Wall of Fame’ at hitchcoxl@wroughtonfederation.co.uk  

 

 

Reporting your child’s absent 

 

Please contact the school office on 01793 812339 before 8.30am in the 

morning if you are reporting your child’s absence from school. 

If you are alerting us to a positive Covid-19 PCR test we might ask you for 

the count identification number (I.D.). This I.D. will start with a Z. This is the 

account I.D. that is on the PCR test result email or test.  

 

 

  

mailto:juniors@wroughtonfederation.co.uk
mailto:hitchcoxl@wroughtonfederation.co.uk


Diary Dates 
 

 

Date  Event How we will celebrate? 

13th -17th Open classrooms The junior school classrooms are open to parents from 3-
3.30pm for the children to show you their classrooms and 
their learning so far.  
Please wear a mask whilst you are inside the school 
building. 

17th  Jeans for Genes Children can wear their school uniform on the top half and 
jeans on the bottom. Please bring a £1 donation for this 
worthy cause.  

22nd  Y6 Pencelli Information 
Evening 

5pm there will be a virtual meeting for Y6 parents for 
children attending the Pencelli residential. A link for this 
will be sent out shortly. A recording will be made available 
afterwards for anyone unable to attend in person. 

24th  European Day of Languages The children will learn songs and be exposed to foreign 
language stories today. Mrs Roberts is so excited about the 
day she will be launching it in assembly early that week. 

1st Oct Black History month 
National Walk to School 
month 

The children will be learning about eminent black artists 
and musicians this month in their lessons and assemblies. 

4th Oct World Space Day | Women in 
Space 

Miss Gardner, our resident science enthusiast, will be 
championing all things space with a special focus on 
Women in Space this year. 

7th Oct National Poetry Day Poetry, Poetry, Poetry will be the focus of the day. The 
children will be immersed in this art form throughout the 
day with the hope it inspires poetry beyond the classroom.  

8th  Oct Young People Mental Health 
Day  

Children will be learning about mental health and trying out 
some mindfulness techniques throughout the day. 

13th - 15th 
Oct 

Y6 Pencelli residential 
 

The year 6 children will be heading off on their residential 
today. Details of an information event will follow shortly. 

15th Oct  Uniform sale The PTA will be hosting a uniform sale after school in the 
Hub classroom which will be signposted from the large 
playground. 
Please wear a mask whilst you are inside the school 
building. 

19th Oct Harvest Festival The children will participate in a Harvest Festival. Donations 
of toiletries as well as long life products are welcome. 

20th Oct End of Term 1 2.45pm finish 

 


