
 

 

 

 

Junior Head of School Newsletter    November 2020 

Dear parents and carers, 

 

Welcome to term 2. I hope this newsletter finds you and your families safe and 

well. It seems quite surreal to be welcoming the children back to school at a time 

of lockdown. At school we will return to the theme of recovery and respond to 

what the children need at this time. I have to say, your children are a huge credit as 

they have adapted well to the changes in routine brilliantly. It has been wonderful 

to hear the hum of learning in the corridors as the children are immersed in their 

topics. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your efforts in supporting 

social distancing on the playground and in wearing face masks. I would like to 

encourage you to keep to one parent or carer dropping off and picking up in the 

school day. 

 

The Christmas season will soon be upon us and you will note from the school diary 

that we are not planning to hold public concerts or nativities. However, I want to 

assure you that we will be celebrating this special time of year within our year 

group bubbles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s New at Wroughton? 

 

I am very pleased to announce that there have 

been some new playground markings laid to 

increase and inspire even more activity amongst 

our children.  

All children will be receiving training days on the 

new markings where they will learn how to use 

these markings effectively to ensure they are 

leading healthy and active lifestyles. We are really 

excited about the opportunities that these 

markings will bring! 

Upcoming Dates 

13th 
Nov 

Children in 
Need 

16th 
Nov 

Odd Socks 
Day 
Anti-Bullying 
week 

17th 
Nov 

Virtual Parent 
Evening 

19th 
Nov 

Flu 
vaccinations 
Virtual Parent 
Evening 

20th 
Nov 

UN World 
Children’s Day 

30th 
Nov 

Meta 
Cognition 
competition 
opens 

11th 
Dec 

Christmas 
Jumper Day 

16th 
Dec 

Meta 
competition 
closes  
Christmas 
meal 

18th 
Dec 

Last Day of 
Term 

 

Full details are on the 

final page. 

 

Remembrance 

 

Wroughton Junior School was proud to be part of the  

local remembrance service this year. As widely 

publicised, the commemoration was scaled back this 

year due to the pandemic. Izzy and Crispin from year 6 

were joined by Mrs Garraway at Wroughton’s 

remembrance ceremony, “This year we took part 

in the Wroughton village ceremony to cherish 

our heroes. 

We felt honoured to represent the whole of 

Wroughton Junior School and proud to be 

picked. 

In our hearts, we believe it is important to 

remember those who have given their lives for 

our future.” 

 

As part of our remembrance reflections this year we 

decorated our school windows to share with you on 

the run up to and including remembrance.  

Thank you for your support by sending your children 

in with money for the Poppy Appeal merchandise. 

These were sold within the year group bubbles and 

raised £455.99. 

  

 



Messages from our year groups 

 

 

 

  

Year 3 

 

This term we are delving into the depths of Ancient 

Egypt. We will be studying the beliefs, ideas and 

attitudes of the Ancient Egyptians as well as 

understanding their complex social structure (which 

we will bring to life on our Ancient Egyptian Day). 

We will also find out about the work of Howard 

Carter and his archaeological studies of Egypt.  

 

In English, we are continuing with the Egyptian 

theme. We will be writing our own version of an 

Egyptian Cinderella, a set of instructions on how to 

mummify a body and stepping into the shoes of a 

Scarab Beetle.  

Year 4 

This term, Year 4, are learning about the Ancient 
Greeks across History and English. In English, we are 
exploring a range of myths, comparing similarities 
and differences before going on to write our own 
versions. We are writing a non-chronological report 
on a mythical Greek creature for our non-fiction 
writing. History has covered democracy in England, 
touching upon parliament week last week which 
then moved on to democracy in ancient Greeks. We 
will also be covering Spartans v Athenians later in 
the term.  
 
Following the myths theme, we will be reading, 
‘Here Comes Hercules!’ for our Guided Reading 
book.   
  
In Science we’re looking at Animals, including 

Humans – discussing Diet, The Digestive System, 

Food Chains and finally Teeth and Eating.  

Year 5 

 

In Year 5, we are kick starting the term with a week 

on Earthquakes. Quivering and shaking at the facts, 

we aim to develop our understanding of how these 

natural disasters are formed and the effects these 

events can have.  

 

After that, we are taking a step back in time to 

explore and discover the times of Saxon Britain. To 

enrich our learning we will aim to use both primary 

and secondary sources - just like true Historians. 

Continuing with our historical enquiry, we will study 

the story of Beowulf on this quest to vanquish the 

terror that was Grendel!  

 

Alongside our journey through time, we will be 

developing the accuracy of our calculation methods 

in Maths; keeping fit by brushing up on our 

fundamental sport skills in PE and slowing down and 

taking time to learn about other people and cultures 

in Jigsaw. 

Year 6 

 

Year 6 are stepping back in time this term. We are 

exploring some key changes in recent British History.  

 

In English and History we will unpick the fight for 

Women to gain the vote. After discovering more 

about this battle for equality, we will learn about 

some important people from recent history who 

have helped to change the world; be sure to ask 

your child who they are writing biographies on.  

 

In PE we are securing our Hockey skills, PE will still 

be on a Tuesday and Wednesday- just like last term.  

 

Our school theme for this term is Conflict, through 

the Guided Reading text of ‘Oranges in No Man’s 

Land’, by Elizabeth Laird, we will look at a young girl 

struggling through a Civil War in Lebanon. Such a lot 

of meaty learning to get our teeth stuck into! 



A Message from Miss Gardner our Meta Cognition Lead 

What is metacognition? Although a slightly baffling and unusual word, it simply 

means ‘the thinking of thinking’ or ‘the learning of learning’ - two things, we at 

Wroughton, are great at! Last year, we started to explore metacognition and what 

it means to be a great learner; this year, we are going to continue our meta 

thinking!  

At Wroughton Juniors, we pride ourselves on our way of thinking and utilising our 

learning characteristics. Even though we may have had a long break from school 

last year, we came back, stronger than ever with a steely determination to thrive and discover in our lessons. From 

growth mindsets, to learning from our mistakes, our topics across all year groups were explored with the utmost 

passion and confidences grew throughout the school! 

Maths and metacognition go hand in hand beautifully: spotting mistakes, highlighting misconceptions and even 

teaching one another. Already, metacognition skills learnt and remembered have been put to the test in helping with 

our, all-important, times tables. Fingers must be cramping, brains aching and keyboards steaming after all the action 

and movement on our Times Table Rockstar board last term. As a school, we rocketed up the leader board, 

demonstrating improvement and progress; showing what team work and resilience can achieve! Keep up the good 

work Wroughton Juniors! 

At home, help with continuing these meta-maths skills by encouraging children to talk about their Maths homework. 

Phrases such as ‘I have noticed’, ‘This is true because, …’ and ‘I checked by…’ are helpful to reflect on the learning 

process and embed skills. 

 

 

My School My Planet 

Some children in year 4 have been taking part in a fantastic extra-curricular project this term; My School, My Planet.  

 

With the help of Richard, an outdoor education specialist teacher, we were able to develop some great team-

building skills as well as learning some vital facts about nature, the environment around us and the eco-system 

within our school grounds.  

 

We are working towards leaving a lasting legacy to the school with 

the work we have done in our kitchen garden, helping to maintain 

the fertile soils. We were also able to take a trip to TWIGs 

Community Garden where the guides were really impressed by all 

we had learned.  

 

 

Mrs Tkocz’ Fundraising 

On the 7th November I planned to have 10 inches of my hair cut in aid of The Little Princess Trust. You 

may have heard from the children that, due to lockdown, I brought the date forward and managed to 

have 12 inches taken off on Wednesday 4th November! If this is a charity that you would like to support 

too then you can find my fundraising page at www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mrs-t-2020  

  

 

 

  

http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mrs-t-2020


 

 

  

I had an amazing time 

because we dug holes and 

chipped the wood! Luke 

I really achieved lots. I was really 

proud when  I dug the hole to 40cm. 

Oliver 

I had a really good time 

because I learnt new things 

like using a saw which was 

quite tricky. Billy 

I really enjoyed 

scrapping the 

bark  because I’ve 

never done it   

before.  Beau 

 

On the first day back at school, some lucky Year 5 children had 

the pleasure in assisting Rich to building a 'Reading Throne' 

outside on the playground. It was a fantastic experience learning 

new skills such as sawing, digging and chiselling whilst enjoying 

the fresh November air!  

  

Kitted out in waterproof clothing, hats and gloves, we were all 

prepared for the cold wet weather - not to mention the mud and 

worms. 

  

The children learnt how to use the tools correctly and the hard 

work that goes in to building furniture. We were all extremely 

pleased with the results of digging 40cm holes in the ground 

along with chiselling bark off of a 2m tree trunk and sawing the 

wood.  

All round, it was a great success!  

It was great to work as a 

team to dig the deep holes. 

Shaniah 



 

Absences – What We Need to Know  

If you telephone the school office to report an absence, we do need you to give 

clear, concise information about the reason for the absence, as this has to be 

reported to the Department for Education every day. We need to know:  

 Is your child ill with COVID symptoms? Which symptoms do they have?  

 Have you accessed a test?  

 What are the test results, when you have received them?  

 Is your child ill with no COVID symptoms?  

 Is your child isolating because someone else in the household has 

symptoms?  

 Has that other person had a test? What are the results?  

Thank you for your co-operation with this, it will help us provide accurate 

statistics to the DfE – all of the figures are anonymised and they help them get 

a clear picture of what is happening in schools.   

 

 

Help in the Community 

After hearing about the lack of free school meals during the holidays two extraordinary Wroughton residents, 

Rosemary Watson and Han Smith, started the Wroughton Community Pantry. They are collecting food to donate to 

the families that require help during these very difficult times thanks to the generosity of The Dairy, 

Jones Country Fayre, Waitrose and several families.  

As well as food parcels, the Fox and Hounds are offering free take away/delivered hot meals which will be subsidised 

by donations mainly from Dyson and private donations, for the whole family, not just the children. 

If you are in need of this support, we would encourage you to contact the group. Out of courtesy and in support of 

this initiative, the school will send home to eligible families a voucher for the Fox and Hounds offer. 

 

See their Facebook page @WroughtonCommunityPantry for more details on this initiative 

 

  



 

 
Diary Dates 

 
This academic year the school will take part in several events however due to the current pandemic some of these 
events may be scaled back or have a ‘twist’ to account for the adjustments we have to make to keep everyone 
safe.  

 

Date  Event How we will celebrate? 

13th Nov Children In Need Children invited to wear something spotty or yellow to school. To 
support this charity further we would like the children to bring in 
a £1 donation. Children will sanitise their hands after their coins 
have been handed in. 

16th Nov Odd Socks Day 
 

To show and embrace anti-bullying week the school would like 
children to wear odd socks to school to celebrate individuality 
and difference. 

Anti-Bullying week Throughout the week the children will be exploring what bullying 
is and they will take part in a whole school anti-bullying pledge. 

17th Nov Virtual Parent Evening At 4.00pm-7.00pm you will have the opportunity to meet your 
child’s class teacher via the Zoom platform. An invitation to 
attend your appointment will be circulated closer to the time. 

19th Nov Flu vaccinations The Virgin Care team will visit the school to administer the 
children’s flu vaccinations. 

Virtual Parent Evening At 3.30pm-6.30pm you will have the opportunity to meet your 
child’s class teacher via the Zoom platform. An invitation to 
attend your appointment will be circulated closer to the time. 

20th Nov UN World Children’s Day Today the children will be learning about the UN’s Rights of the 
Child as part of their learning. 

30th Nov Meta-Cognition Competition 
launch 

Miss Gardner will be launching a meta-cognition competition to 
design a school meta-cognition avatar. 

11th Dec Christmas Jumper Day Children will be invited to wear their Christmas Jumpers to 
school and can make a donation for Save the Children. 

16th Dec Meta-Cognition competition 
result 

Miss Gardner will announce the winner of the Meta-Cognition 
competition. 
 

Christmas Dinner Please ensure that your orders are placed online in plenty of 
time if you wish your child to have a Christmas Dinner at 
lunchtime. The deadline for orders is Sunday 6th December. 

18th Dec Last Day of Term At 1:30pm the school breaks up for the Christmas holidays. 

 


