
  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Rec 
Reader 

(Reading for 
meaning) 

Appreciate rhyme and pattern, reciting 
some texts off by heart and joining in 
with predictable phrases.  

Read whole texts containing familiar words 

Check that a text makes sense and correct 
inaccurate reading. 

Recite a range of poems by heart, consider-
ing intonation to enhance meaning.  

Be able to recognise  when a text does not 
make sense and  make corrections.  

Can consider the impact of reading by per-
forming simple texts, and thinking about 
action and volume. 

Can recite a range of poetry by heart, linked 
to writing expectations.   

Can read a range of texts out loud 
using actions to enhance meaning.  

Can read a range of texts out loud, 
considering intonation, volume, 
tone and action.  

Can recite a range of classic and 
modern poetry by heart. (linked to 
writing expectations) 

Can read a range of texts out loud, 
considering intonation, volume, tone 
and action. 

Can recite a range of poetry by heart, 
linked to writing expectations. 

Can perform a range of texts showing 
an understanding of intonation, vol-
ume, and tone so the meaning is clear 
to the given audience.  

Can perform a range of texts showing an 
understanding of intonation, volume, and 
tone so the meaning is clear. 

Can recite a range of poetry by heart 
linked to writing expectations.  

Can adapt performance to suit a given audi-
ence. 

Recognises familiar words and signs 
such as own name and advertising logos.  

Hears and says the initial sound in 
words. 

Can segment the sounds in simple words 
and blend them together. Links sounds 
to letters, naming and sounding the 
letters of the alphabet. 

Begins to read words and simple sen-
tences. 

Read and understand simple sentences. 
Use phonic knowledge to decode regular 
words and read them aloud accurately. 
They also read some common irregular 

Spotter 
(retrieval)  

Retell familiar stories and traditional 
tales. 

Retell unfamiliar stories 

Answer and ask questions about texts 

listened to during whole class story 
time and guided reading. 

  

Discuss the sequence of events in a text. 

Can retell a wider range of stories and be-
come increasingly familiar with these.  

Answer and ask questions about a text. 
Using key words in the text to find answers.  

Explain and discuss what they are reading, 
beginning to record this. (Evidence from 
group and individual reading) 

Independently ask questions about a text.  

Use direct quotes from the text but not 
always with precision. 

Summarise  a short extract, using the text 
to support. 

Independently ask relevant ques-
tions to improve the understanding 
of the text. 

Skim and scan a text for infor-
mation. 

Find relevant and precise quotes 
from the text to support ideas. 

Can formulate relevant questions 
based upon a specific line of enquiry. 
E.g. creating own comprehension Qs or 
hotseating 

Can use more than one piece of evi-
dence to support an idea. (including 
quotes) 

Can collect evidence from a range of 
sources.  

Independently formulate questions based 
upon a specific line of enquiry. E.g. creating 
questions for others or hot seating 

Gather evidence (including quotes) across a 
whole text. 

Can combine evidence and draw conclusions 
from a range of reading sources.  

Listens to and joins in with stories and 
poems, one-to-one and also in small 
groups.  

Listens to stories with increasing atten-
tion and recall.  

Enjoys an increasing range of books. 

Describe the main events in the simple 
stories they have read.  

 

Clue Finder 
(Inference) 

Discuss the significance of the title, 
front cover and blurb and use these to 
make predictions.  

Make predictions about what will happen 
next based on what they have heard 
(previously unknown stories).  

Make character inferences (actions and 
personality) based upon what is said and 
done.  

Can make inferences on the basis if what is 
said and done when reading a familiar text. 

Make written predictions using own experi-
ences  

Discuss the significance of the title, front 
cover, blurb, verbally justifying ideas.  

Make predictions about what will happen 
next, verbally justifying ideas ad using evi-
dence. 

Make character inferences (actions and per-
sonality) beginning to record and justify 
ideas.  

Make written predictions using obvious de-
tails. 

Make inferences/predictions about feelings, 
thoughts, moods, motives using one point of 
evidence.  

Make inferences/predictions 
based upon what has happened 
previously in the text (linking to 
previous events). 

Make predictions and inferences 
about character thoughts, mood, 
feelings, motives,  based upon 
multiple points in the text. 

Use inference to explore the per-
spective of other characters with-
in a text.   

Make predictions based upon wider 
reading: referring to more than one 
text. 

Support inference with direct evi-
dence (quotes) which is specific and 
relevant.  

Use inference to discuss alternative 
endings.  

Make predictions based upon wider reading 
(more than one text) using specific evi-
dence/details e.g. reference to a specific 
character or event. 

Use inference to discuss the relationships 
within a text, (characters, setting, ob-
jects).  

Use inference to create alternative  end-
ings, supporting ideas with evidence from 
the text. 

 Shows interest in illustrations and 
print in books and print in the environ-
ment.  

 

Joins in with repeated refrains and 
anticipates key events and phrases in 
rhymes and stories.  

Builder 
(Structure)  

Become familiar with key text struc-
tures and patterns such as word repeti-
tion and beginnings and endings of sto-
ries 

Distinguish between different types of 
text. 

Recognise different types of text 

Identify the main features of a range of 
text types (Glossary, contents, page num-
bers, chapter titles). 

 Can use the different structural devices of 
a range of text types while reading inde-
pendently. 

Can use the different structural devices of a 
range of text types while reading inde-
pendently. 

Recognise a wider range of structural devices 
(e.g. paragraphs, heading, subheadings, pic-
tures). 

Begin to understand the purpose of a range 
of structural devices. 

Begin to understand the purpose 
of structural devices 

Confidently, understand the pur-
pose of a range of structural de-
vices in nonfiction texts.   

Confidently, understand the pur-
pose of a range of structural de-
vices in fiction texts.  

Compare and discuss the structure 
of a range of texts  - narrative 
and non-narrative.  

Compare and discuss the structure of 
a range of texts (non-fiction/fiction) 

Identify how and why structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning, 
making references to the text.  Why 
might a reader make this choice? 

Begin to evaluate the success of 
structural devices in fiction texts - 
plot, person, chapters, etc.  

Begin to evaluate the success of 
structural devices in non-fiction 

Understand how structural devices contrib-
ute to meaning 

Evaluate the success of structural choices/
devices (plot, layout)  

Suggest alternative structures for texts, 
thinking about a change of audience. 

Holds books the correct way up and 
turns pages.  

Beginning to be aware of the way sto-
ries are structured.  

Suggests how the story might end.  

Describes main story settings, events 
and principal characters.  

Continues a rhyming string. 

 

Chatterer 
(Language) 

Use pictures to support understanding 
of new words. 

Use present word knowledge to under-
stand the meaning of new words (read 
around the word). 

Begin to make decisions about favourite 
words 

Choose favourite words with some justifica-
tion. 

Identify the key language which supports 
meaning, eg. Use of adjectives for descrip-
tion, imperative (bossy) verbs for instruc-
tions etc. 

Can comment on their favourite words and 
clearly justify their reasons.  

Can use dictionaries to check word meanings. 

Can use a thesaurus to find alternative 
words.  

Identify  words used to create mood, build 
tension, paint a picture etc. Why this  sen-
tence make the reader feel sad? Which 
words show  the character was angry? 

Identify the words which create 
mood,  build tension, paint a pic-
ture etc   

Identify  words used to create 
mood, build tension, paint a picture 
and discuss the impact of these. 

Begin to consider the impact of 
changing words and finding alter-
natives.  

Identify words and phrases used to 
create mood, build tension, paint a 
picture and discuss the impact of 
these with justification.  

Consider the impact of changing words 
and finding alternatives.  

Discuss the impact of figurative lan-
guage on the reader.  

Identify words and phrases used to create 
mood, build tension, paint a picture and 
discuss the impact of these on the reader 
with justification. Including figurative 
language.   

Evaluate how an author has used different 
language choices across a text and the 
impact on the reader. 

Compare the language choices within dif-
ferent texts. Considering different purpos-
es and audiences. 

Shows awareness of rhyme and allitera-
tion.  

Recognises rhythm in spoken words.  

Uses vocabulary and forms of speech 
that are increasingly influenced by their 
experiences of books. 

Secret Mes-
senger 

(author’s 
meaning) 

Link what they hear/read to their own 
experiences  

Discuss what is read to them, taking 
turns to listen to what others say 

Discuss a text drawing on previous 
learning  

Discuss what is read to them, taking turns 
to listen to what others say based upon 
shared and independent reading.  

Beginning to formulate reading preferences 
and justifying choices  

Can make links between books they have 
read. 

Can verbally recommend books to others.  

Can verbally recommend books to others, 
providing justifications for their choices. 

Can make choices about which text to read 
referring back to prior reading experiences, 
expressing preferences and comparing texts. 

Distinguish between fact and opinion. 

Can identify the basic purpose, perspective 
(point of view) and theme of a text.  

 

Can identify the basic purpose, 
perspective and theme of a text 
referring back to evidence.  

Identify the point of view from 
which a story is told and how this 
can change the readers response  

Can participate in discussions, 
justifying preferences and relating 
these  to the author’s style and 
themes  

Explain the difference between 

Can participate in discussions, justify-
ing preferences and relating these  to 
the author’s style and themes  

Make formal recommendations for a 
given audience, giving justifications 
for their choices. 

Begin to compare themes, perspec-
tives, viewpoints across a range of 
texts. 

Independently compare themes, perspec-
tives, viewpoints across a range of texts. 

Discuss texts using formal debates, adopt-
ing alternative viewpoints and challenging 
views courteously.  

Discuss the message a text has about our 
society, a particular culture or tradition 
from the past.  

Knows that print carries meaning and, in 
English, is read from left to right and 
top to bottom. 

 

Knows that information can be re-
trieved from books and computers. 

 

They demonstrate understanding when 

talking with others about what they 
have read 

KS1 and KS2 Reading Progression 


