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Evaluating Great Lakes Area of Co

developing and implementing comprehensive remedial action plan

Lakes Water Quality Agreement.

sponsored by the Aquatic Ecosystem Health & Management Societ:
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What have we achieved and learned after more than 30 years of Remedial 2. Detroit River Area of Concern
Action Plans to restore Great Lakes Areas of Concern? 3. Severn Sound Area of Concern

In 1985, the eight Great Lakes states, Ontario, and the U.S. and Canadian federal governments committed to Concern

Great Lakes Areas of Concern (AOCs). In 1987, this commitment was codified in a Protocol to the Canada-U.S. Great

In 2017, a symposium titled “Restoring Great Lakes Areas of Concern” was convened at IAGLR's Conference on Great
Lakes Research in Detroit. Twenty-seven papers and five posters we| - -aaw

Conference Journal Awards Scholarships Policy Membership Lakes SUPPORT US

International Association

ncern Restoration Case Studies

1. River Raisin Area of Concern

4. Collingwood Harbour Area of

s (RAPs) to restore impaired beneficial uses in :
( ) P Hamilton Harbour Area of Concern

. Muskegon Lake Area of Concern

Cuyahoga River Area of Concern
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Buffalo River Area of Concern

Great Lakes Commission, and the Detroit River International Wildlift Gl'eat Lakes

Commission
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Economic Development & Waterfront Community Revitalization

The unique freshwater resources of the Great Lakes fueled the region’s early development, with waterfront areas historically serving as centers
of economic activity. However, the industrialization and development of the basin over the past 200 years has had an impact on the ecological
health of the lakes. Currently, many coastal communities are working to restore and reclaim waterfronts and leverage fresh water assets to
promote economic growth, support water-dependent industry, and sustain a high quality of life in the Great Lakes region. The Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative is accelerating this process, particularly in the region’s worst toxic hotspots. With its member states and provinces, the Great

Lakes Commission is working to support the revitalization of waterfront communities and support water-dependent economy through research,

policy development, information exchange and technology transfer, and stakeholder collaboration
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Remediation to Restoration to Revitalization
(R2R2R)

To help tranSform _ Restoration & Revitalization
remediation and restoration

projects into sustainable
revitalization of the
surrounding community by
maximizing the positive
societal and environmental
outcomes




SEPA R2R2R as a Social-Ecological System*
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AEcosystem-based

AEcosystem services ~ environmental quality
ecological integrity

ABeneficiaries

AStakeholder engagement, data co-production
AFeedback loops

I Project loops
I Adaptive Management (AM) loops
I Translational Ecology (TE) loops
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Community ici \ Duluth Parks and Members,

Members, ) River Corridor
Stakeholders Stakeholders

Project
Loop

Restoration Project:
GrassyPoint-Kingsbury Bay =2

Community
Members,
Stakeholders

Social System

Hoffman and Williams (2020)



b2 St. Louis River Area of Concern
A Duluth and Cloquet, MN
A Superior, WI
2 s A Fond du Lac Reservation




