Small businesses, COVID-19, and Hazards:
A Case for Better Qualitative Data Management
Small- and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) contribute significantly to local economic development and may impact household recovery and community
resilience (Helgeson, in review; Morrison et al., 2003; Schaer et al., 2018) . However, they are also more vulnerable than larger businesses to disruptions due
to lower cash reserves, geographic limitations, and limited capacity to access disaster-related aid (e.g. Dahlhamer & Tierney, 1998; Sydnor et al., 2017; etc.) .
To study SME hurricane recovery, the research team conducted 60 in-person interviews in Charleston, South Carolina. This initial study identified three
influential aspects of SME planning and preparedness that may also affect how they experience the impacts of the COVID 19 pandemic.
The need for multi-hazard and compound risk research has become increasingly obvious with the onset of COVID-19 (Hillier et al., 2020; Phillips et al., 2020;
Raymond et al., 2020). Although COVID-19 and hurricanes originate from separate physical causes, their impacts could coincide spatially and temporally
calling for further investigation of how and what to add to current theorizing around preparation, response, and recovery.
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