Patients and Methods

The University of Cincinnati institutional review board approved this study. A total of 283 adult patients were identified in the electronic medical records from patient visits for treatment of hidradenitis suppurativa between July 1, 2012 and January 1, 2015. Patients were assessed by physicians at the University of Cincinnati Department of Dermatology. Variables analyzed included Hurley stage, location of disease, age at diagnosis, race, smoking status, BMI, concurrent diagnosis of depression, concurrent diagnosis of chronic pain listed, etiology of chronic pain (if known), and whether patients were prescribed any form of pain medicine such as analgesics or narcotics during the visit date. Diagnoses of hidradenitis suppurativa, depression, and chronic pain were based on the International Classification of Diseases, 10th revision. Disease severity was based on the Hurley staging system, which assigns a score based on the presence and extent of scarring and sinus tract formation in involved skin. Location of disease was classified based on the involvement of axillary, inframammary, anogenital, or atypical locations. Associations contributing to depression and chronic pain were identified through Mann-Whitney U tests and logistic regression analyses. 
