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ABSrRACT 

The following work consists mainly of a bibliography which I compiled 

for the Centre of Urban History at Leicester University. concerning 

the small towns in Essex between 1600 and 1850. Only certain types of 

material were included. e.g. printed items. and only if they related 

to certain designated topics of interest. e.g. religion. politics. 

Other topics related to the bibliography are also discussed such as 

the state of local and regional bibliography construction in general. 

the different types of bibliography in existence and the role 

computers play in their construction. the way in which the attached 

bibliography was compiled. and a background to the county of Essex 

between 1600 and 1850. 

Two major points emerged from this discussion and these were that more 

work needs to be carried out in the area of local and regional 

bibliographies. and that computers are likely to play an increasingly 

important role in this work. 
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1. IIITRODUCTIOlI" 

The project that I undertook was to compile a bibliography relating 

to the county of Essex between 1600-1850, and more specifically to the 

small towns that existed at this time. (The definition of small towns 

being those with a population of over 400 people but less than 2,500 

from the sixteenth century onwards, and no more than 5,000 by 1811 -

See Appen~1x One). It was decided that Colchester, although having a 

larger population than that specified, should still be included due to 

its importance in the region. The project was located at the Centre 

for Urban History at the University of Leicester, and the bibliography 

is largely based upon the holdings of Leicester University library. 

The aim of the Urban History Centre is ultimately to compile a 

bibliography of this nature for all the small towns in the counties of 

England and Wales. Under the Datatown project, which ran from March 

1986 until May 1987, work was started on this task. It was run 

jointly by the Centre of Urban History and the Department of Library 

and Information Studies at Loughborough. University. Approximately 

eighteen people worked on the proj ect at various times, which was a 

Kanpower Services Commission community project. A considerable number 

of references were collected, e.g. on Norfolk, Leicestershire and 

Cornwall, and a bibliography relating to the small towns of 

Cambridgeshire compiled. As time and funding allow more work will be 

carried out. 



- 2 -

There are many local and regional bibliographies in exisitence but a 

large proportion of these were compiled during the nineteenth century, 

and thus it follows that they do not contain any recent material, 

somewhat impairing their value. (For a listing of the works available 

on the various counties L. Julian's H.!. Thesis An Assessment Of Local 

and Regionnl Bibl10graph1es in England is a useful starting pOint).'" 

The county of Essex is fortunate to have a bibliography which is part 

of the Victoria County History series. A new volume of this should be 

published within the next year or so. However the situation regarding 

local bibliographies varies from county to county with some only 

having the benefit of retrospective antiquarian ones. 

This situation was investigated in a British Library Research and 

Development Report (BLRDD) in 1983, which came to the conclusion that 

more effectiveness in the local collecting of materials is needed, as 

is the setting up of more regional bibliographies. '2' If this 

occurred then a central co-ordinating office could be conSidered. In 

fact, York Uni versi ty 11 brary undertook a pilot scheme in 1983 to 

examine the feasibility of computerising local bibliographic 

records. (3) Microcomputers were used to record information on the 

city of York and the county of Varwick, and this information was 

transferred to the Uni versi ty' s mainframe computer. Once in the 

computer particular information could be retrieved as and when wanted 

and printed out. It was hoped that ultimately a national database of 

local publications would be compiled, with the ability to use it for 

on-line searches on particular topics and areas. However, as with all 
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projects, problems arose, not least the need for funding, and the 

ambition that York would become a clearing-house for local studies 

information never materialised. Nevertheless it was a worthwhile 

attempt to impose some form of central control in the area of local 

and regional bibliographies, and to create order out of the voluminous 

mass of local studies material which exists. 

In the intervening years since this project was undertaken further 

major developments in this area have been few, with the notable 

exception of Hull University's work. (4' It recently made available 

on-line a bibliography of printed material relating to East Yorkshire, 

the result of a project funded by a Manpower Services Commission Grant 

in 1988. The aim of the University is that the bibliography will 

eventually be available on-line in the major public sector libraries 

in the county. 

Therefore, with the ever-increasing interest in local history, and the 

fact that more and more libraries countrywide have local studies 

collections, it is to be hoped that further research and funding is 

made available, so that this field of bibliography can develop and 

grow to match the demands being made upon local history collections. 

Thus the ambitions of the Urban History Centre at Leicester University 

are something to be encouraged. 
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2. A GE!1!RAL BACKGROUID TO THE FIELD OF BIBLIOGRAPHY 

2.1 Introduction 

The field of bibliography is one that has attracted much debate and 

conflict over the years. Many journals concerned wi th the subj ect 

such as Proceedings and Papers of the Oxford Bibliographical Society 

and Studies in Bibliography exist. Even the definition of the word 

has been the cause of much disagreement among bibliographers. "The 

word 'bibliography' originally simply meant the writing of books but 

it gradually assumed more meanings until in library classifications 

such various subj ects as printing, palaeography, bookbinding, 

typewriting, short-hand, cryptography, library science and bookselling 

have been included under it".Cl) However, bibliography as a subject 

can be divided into three main branches. 

i) Analytical bibliography 

ii) Historical bibliography 

iii) Systematic or enumerative bibliography. 

i) Analytical bibliography 

This entails the close examination of a book or document and then a 

detailed description of it, "so that the accuracy and intention of the 

author's text may be established". c'" This developed due to the 

methods of printing used from the early sixteenth century. A document 

would start to be printed but if the author decided corrections were 

needed the sheets printed already would not be destroyed. Thus a 

specific copy of a book of this period is quite likely to contain a 
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mixture of corrected and uncorrected material, and so different copies 

of the same book will contain different information. This is why a 

careful description of a book is so important, and why analytical 

bibliographers like to compare as many copies of an item as possible. 

Due to the very nature of analytical bibliography old and antiquarian 

books are those which tend to come under their scrutiny. 

ii) Historical bibliography 

This involves the study of the history and development of the 

production of documents, including the printing, binding and 

publication of them. (3) Since printers and types change the dates of 

books can be determined, and by this method forgeries can be 

discovered when, for example, it is found that a certain printing type 

was not used until a hundred years after the book is said to have been 

printed. 

Ilo:t.il. - Sometimes analytical and historical bibliography are included 

under the joint term critical bibliography. 

i11) Syste:matic or enllmerati ye bi bli ographl' 

This is the most widely known form of bibliography and the heading 

under which the attached bibliography on Essex towns falls. (4) 

It is the straightforward listing of individual 
items with minimum details ... This requires the 
adequate listing of records of knowledge in all 
forms, covering published and unpublished material. 
The object is to collate and list information about 
individual books and related material in a logical 
or useful order. Such a bibliography is usually 
enumerative, which means that some sort of selection 
has prevailed in determining what to include. 
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This is the type of bibliography that students will usually be given 

by lecturers, and its aim is to help the user learn what has been 

written on a specific topic. The difference between a bibliography of 

this nature and a 11 bury catalogue is that a catalogue is only 

concerned with the specific contents of a single library, but a 

bibliography is not constrained within those limits. The major 

example of this type of bibliography is the British National 

Bi b11ography. 

An important point to remember when compiling a bibliography is summed 

up in the following quotation. ·Only when the non-bibliographer is 

able to use a bibliography in his study of a subject can 

bibliography serve a serious purpose. "CS) This is a valid reminder to 

bibliographers not to complicate their work unduly or to make it seem 

incomprehensible to those unfamiliar with it. If the aim of a 

bibliography is to provide the means to expand a persons knowledge of 

a subject, restrictions should not be placed upon who is able to 

benefit, by making the bibliography difficult to understand. I hope I 

have made the bibliography on Essex towns sufficiently clear and 

straightforward to use. 

2.2 The role Of computers in bibliography compilatiOD and 

cpDstrnct1 pn. 

"A large part of the work of enumerative bibliography consists of a 

painstaking and conscientious routine. It is precisely the type of 

operation which lends itself to the mechanistic approach". (6) This is 

the opinion of Roy Stokes and provides an indication of the way 
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bibliographies may, money and facilities permitting, increasingly be 

compiled in the future. 

If a computer has been programmed to accept particular information, 

and as long as that information is input in a form compatible to the 

particular system, the versatility of the computer as opposed to the 

manual organisation of information using cards and slips becomes 

apparent. For example, once information is on computer, it can be 

moved about, particular points highlighted and identified, sorted into 

the required order, e.g. alphabetically, and updated as and when 

needed. Paper print-outs can also usually be obtained, and in a 

variety of different layouts. Thus computers can lead to savings in 

time and labour in the compilation of bibliographies. 

In the United States particularly, retrospective bibliographies in the 

humanities and social sciences are already being prepared from 

computerised databases. (7) Additionally the British National 

Bibliography is compiled using computer readable records and uses the 

UK MARC (Machine Readable Catalogue) format. 

Computer-readable records were first used to provide computerised 

information retrieval services on a large scale as a basis for 

Selective Dissemination of Information (SDI> services. The aim of 

these services was and is to provide users, such as scientists, with 

frequent computer-printed lists of references to recently published 

literature on topics of particular interest to them. These could be 

used by someone engaged in compiling a bibliography as it reduces the 
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amount of time they would need to spend personally scanning printed 

indexes. e,,, However, these services are normally technically or 

scientifically oriented and their usefu lness is limited for those 

undertaking research in the humanities. 

Some organisations offer computer services suitable for compiling 

bibliographies and in these the computer processing involved in 

compilation will be carried out on behalf of the users of the service. 

The British Library offers such a service as part of its British 

Library Automated Information Service (BLAISE). "., 

Additionally, some computer software packages are now available for 

personal computers, which enable the user to create indexes, 

glossaries, word-lists and cross-referencing. e.g. Hyperbook and 

VordHarc Composer Therefore it is possible that such packages will 

soon have the ability to create bibliographies as well. 

To conclude, it seems computers are destined to play a growing role in 

bibliography compilation and construction, as their time-saving 

abilities and cost-effectiveness became apparent. 
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3. JlBTHODOLOGY 

3.1 Planning 

Before embarking upon compiling a bibliography, several points have 

first to be conSidered. 

1. Who is the bibliography to be aimed at? 

2. What limitations are to be placed upon the chosen subject 

area? 

3. What sort of material is to be included? 

e.g. books, audio-visual material. 

4. How physically accessible is the material to users? 

For the purposes of the bibliography on Essex towns these details had 

already been determined:-

The bibliography was to be aillled at all those interested in the 

history of Essex towns; its scope was limited to the years between 

1600 and 1850; the material had to be of some scholarly significance, 

and only printed or typescript items were to be recorded. Manuscript 

items were to be excluded; the bibliography was to be primarily based 

upon the holdings of Leicester University Library and so should be 

reasonably accessible to users. 

Having defined the scope and limitations of the work, the next stage 

was to begin compilation. 



- 12-

3.2 Manllal compilation Of bibliography 

When I started to begin compiling the bibliography I discovered some 

work had already been begun on Essex. Indeed, a list of books which 

were thought to have been already searched for information was 

provided. However, since the original work on the topic had had to be 

abandoned a few years ago due to financial reasons, and due to the 

fact that the researchers employed on the project were no longer 

connected with the Urban History centre, some doubt existed as to the 

accuracy of the list. Therefore the first task was to check the items 

on the list to see if they had indeed been searched for information. 

This involved searching the items and making a note of those 

references that seemed to fit the reqUirements of the bibliography. 

These were then checked against those references noted by the previous 

researchers to see whether information was being duplicated, or 

whether fresh references were being found. It was discovered that 

although some items did appear to have been searched, others had not, 

for the information being noted had not previously been recorded. 

Thus the next stage was to examine completely all the items on the 

list to check that no information Was overlooked. (See Appendix Two). 

(i) Method of recording information 

The process of recording information was done by using slips - pink 

for books/thesis, blue for articles and yellow for ndscellaneous 

articles in the collection. These had headings for Place, Author, 

Title, Journal, Place of Publication, and so on. (See Appendix 

Three). This enabled easier recording of information and facilitated 
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the subsequent transferral of the information to computer as it was 

already in a standardised format. 

(i 1) Search! nl!' 

In the case of bibliographies like the British !fatton"l Bibliography 

and the British Humanities Index, searching basically entailed going 

through the index of each year, and finding references to Essex, and 

then referring to the specific entries for more detail. This was a 

very time consuming process but ODe which was essential to do to 

establish a basis of information, If the reference appeared valid and 

of some usefulness it was noted on the appropriate slip and put to one 

side ready for the next stage of locating. 

Yith the other books searched, such as the Urban History Yearbook, and 

the Bibliography pf Briti eh and Irish HlInicipa! History the task was 

made easier by the division of the information into categories, 

including local history, which meant it was quicker to find 

references. 

Yhile searching some of these bibliographies, references to other 

bibliographies not on the list were discovered, and these were noted 

as possible further avenues of research. Likewise, some journals such 

as the Essex Reyiew and the Transactions of the Essex Archaeplogical 

SOCiety were mentioned frequently in the course of searching and these 

too were noted with a view to possible future systematic examination. 
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(111) Locating 

Having searched some of the items and noted approximately fifty to a 

hundred or so references, the next step was.to locate the references 

in the library. This was done by first checking LIBERTAS, Leiceser's 

on-line catalogue, and if the reference was not found on that, 

checking the card catalogue, which contains items published prior to 

1982. If a reference was not found in either of these it was assumed 

not to form part of the library's holdings and put into a separate 

file. However, if a location number was found, <e.g. many items are 

held in the Local History Collection on the Lower Ground Floor at 942 

ESS), this was marked on the slip preparatory to the next stage of 

coding. 

<iv) Coding 

The next stage in the compilation process was to physically examine 

the book or journal and to assess its relevance for the bibliography. 

The works had to contain information on any of the following topics -

population, economy, social life, political and administrative 

organisation, religion and cultural acti vi ties, topography and the 

building process, and/or relations betwen the urban community and the 

wider world. These were represented by codes as below. 

Population 

Economy 

Social Life 

Political/Admin. Organisation 

Religion and Culture 

Topography and Building 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 
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Primary sources 

Illustrations, photographs etc. 

o 

V 

If the item fell under one or more of these headings then the slip was 

coded accordingly, and put to one side, ready to be entered onto the 

computer. If the item turned out to be irrelevant for the purposes of 

the bibliography then it was not used, and not included in the 

bi bl1ography. 

3.3 CQlnp"terlzation 

The first stage in computerization was to decide which computer 

package to use. Since it would be useful to be able to search the 

computer files containing the information at a further date, and 

perhaps sort into groups by codes, e.g. every item referring to the 

economy grouped together instead of the information grouped by towns, 

as in the bibliography at present. Therefore, a more flexible system 

than a straight word processing package was needed. For this reason 

the Wprd 11 package was chosen, which allows a combination of elements 

of word processing with a simple database structure. It was accessed 

by means of Leicester University's mainframe computer. 

(1) Inplltting informtipn 

The next step was to create a template, which basically meant 

recreating the slips, but on computer. The headings such as author, 

title, place of publication etc. were all recreated, and deSignated as 

fields. The slip as a whole was called a record. Three of these 

documents were made, one each for articles, books and miscellaneous 

articles. Having established this format List documents were also 
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created for each of the three types of material collected, and numbers 

alloted to them. The method of inputting information was as follows. 

r would decide which document to put information into, e.g. articles, 

and call the appropriate List document up on screen. r would then 

bring a blank articles template into the document and fill it in with 

the relevant information. r repeated this process for every entry on 

to the computer, saving the information at regular intervals, until r 

had all the details on computer that I needed. 

(11) Sorting 

Once all the information was· stored on the computer it had to be 

sorted into some sort of order, else it would be worthless as a source 

of information. By entering the type of search I wanted done I was 

able to put the information in order in each of the three List 

documents - alphabetically by author in the cases of the books and the 

miscellaneous articles, and by journal title in the case of the 

articles. In all the documents information is arranged under the 

headings of County, the different hundreds, and individual town names. 

Once the information was in the required order within the list 

processing records, I printed the three documents out to see whether 

any mistakes in the sorting process had occurred which needed to be 

rectified. I used a printer using A4 paper for this task as opposed 

to the standard computer centre draft printouts which are much wider 

than A4. This enabled me to gain more of an idea as to the final 

layout of the bibliography. By doing this I discovered that, due to 
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the wider paper used in draft printouts done previously, some of the 

written information was running over the edge of the page when 

printed. Thus this had to be tidied up by going through all the 

entries and moving the particular information along onto the next 

line. Having tidied up the List records the next step was to create 

the final versions of the documents. 

(iii) Creating the final verSion of the bibliography 

The first stage was to create a Form document for each of the three 

List ones. This meant placing the different fields exactly where 

wanted on screen, since it was this document which would determine the 

final layout of the bibliography. Having done this the next step was 

to combine the appropriate Form document with the appropriate List 

document, 1. e. the articles Form document with the articles List 

document, in order to create the final Output document. The 

opportunity to specify what should be included in the Output document 

was provided, but in my case I wanted all the information in the List 

document to be included in the Output one as well. Thus it was fairly 

straightforward to merge the documents with the resulting layout the 

final version of the bibliography. Again, some revisions had to be 

made in order that all the codes were put together and not divided by 

being placed on different lines. Addi tionally, 'See' references had 

to be inserted to make the bibliography easier to use. Also, because 

I sorted alphabetically by place name the sections on the county of 

Essex generally and the hundreds, were mixed up in the main body of 

the text. This was not ideal and so I used the paste/buffer facility 



- 18-

on the computer to move portions of the text around, and place them 

where I wanted. 

(i v) Pr! nting 

The final stage in the compilation and construction of the 

bibliography ws to print it out. At first I used a normal printer to 

do this so that the pagination could be corrected if necessary, and 

also so that any other problems which may have arisen could be put 

right. Once this was done I sent an instruction to the laser printer 

to print out the three documents - Articles, Books and Miscellaneous 

Articles in a Collection and taken together these form the 

bibliography on small Essex towns. 
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4. PROBLEXS II COMPILATIOB 

4.1 Han"a} compilatign 

One of the major problems in compiling the bibliography was that there 

were many references to items not actually in Leicester University 

library. This meant that they could not b,!, examined and so their 

relevance could not be ascertained. For example, something about the 

Earl of Essex may refer to his association with a particular town, in 

which case it is an important source of information, but it may not be 

clear that it is significant until the item is examined. In these 

instances I had to make a judgement as to whether to include the 

reference by taking into account the title of the item, the author, 

and if an article, the reputation of the journal in which it was 

published. 

A similar problem was that the title may have indicated a work's 

relevance, e.g. Essex in the seventeenth century, but if there was no 

copy available to see, it could not be coded. Linked in to this is 

the fact that if no other location guide was given, e.g. The Bodleian 

Library, the bibliography was not going to be so useful for those 

people using it because they would have no way of knowing where to 

find the item either. 

Another problem I encountered was knowing exactly where to put some 

items in the bibliography, i.e. under the heading 'County', or under a 

specific town name. If the infornation contained in the reference was 
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very general then it was legiti:mate to place it under the 'County' 

heading, but if it seemed to refer to several towns specifically then 

·I tended to place it under 'County' while attempting to indicate the 

towns to which it referred. Sometimes it was hard to know when to 

differentiate and again, a personal judgement had to be made. 

Coding was also a problem at times. Exactly how important a reference 

was, was sometimes difficult to gauge. It may have come under the 

prescribed codes but only had a small amount of information on the 

topic. Therefore, it was sometimes difficult to assess its 

significance. 

Finally, the limitations on my time posed a problem, as I could only 

travel into Leicester three days a week, due to financial constraints 

and allowing myself time to devote to the other written part of my 

dissertation. Therefore fewer sources have been searched than I would 

have liked and at first antiCipated. 

4..2 Compllterizatlon 

One of the major problems was in the type of computer package used. I 

was limited to using Word 11 combined with the List processing package 

since it was the one which Leicester University had. It was adequate 

but not ideal for my purposes because it was geared towards use in 

business, e. g. creating multiple forms of letters which could have 

different names and addresses inserted when required. 
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Linked in to this, my unfamiliarity with the system and the fact that 

it is impossible to work constantly in front of a computer screen 

meant I did not input as much information as I would have liked. Of 

the six hundred or so references included in the bibliography there 

are approximately another five hundred I found which I was not able to 

put on computer. The Urban History Centre may finish inputting this 

information at a later date. 

Furthermore, since I had virtually to learn how to use WOrd 11 and the 

List processing package from scratch it meant it was difficult to 

manoeuvre easily within the system and it took time for me to get used 

to it, and for my typing speed to improve. 

Another problem was in the merging of the three documents. Originally 

I intended to have one whole document, contained within which would be 

articles, books, and miscellaneous articles in a collection, all under 

various place name headings. However, when it came to the stage of 

possibly merging all three doculllents together it would have been so 

cOlllplicated to do, especially bearing in mind the short space of time 

avaialble, that it was decided to keep separate the listings of the 

three types of material examined. 

Some problems also arose in the printing process. It was quite 

important that I should be able to see the layout of the bibliography 

on A4 paper before it was laser printed, but there were only a lilllited 

number of printers available which used it, so time was sometimes 

wasted when I was unable to access one of these. Also I had to ensure 
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that any writing was not printed over the fold of the paper or that 

records were not split when they were printed, i.e. that one line of 

the title was printed on one page, .and another on the next. These may 

sound like quite trivial problems but, given my unfamiliarity with the 

sytem, they could be very time-consuming and frustrating. 

A final problem was that the Computer Centre in Leicester shut down 

for a week at the time r was using it, which created further problems 

in getting the information on computer. 

However, these problems only served to enhance my determination to 

finally achieve a completed laser print-out of the bibliography, which 

did eventually occur, and in a format acceptable to the Urban History 

Centre at Leicester University. 
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5. A BRIEF HISIORY OF ESSEX BErVED THH 

YEARS 1600 - 1850 

Essex today is often regarded as a commuter belt, a fairly soulless 

place that provides a home for the hundreds of thousands of people who 

travel into London to work each day. Indeed a large part of its 

southern end has been swallowed up by the capital, and forms a part of 

the urban sprawl that is Greater London. However, to dismiss the 

county in such a manner is to do it a disservice for it has a rich and 

interesting history of its own which, although shaped to some extent 

by its proximity to London, is by no means solely dependant upon it, 

and as such deserves close examination. 

The county of Essex consists of an area of approximately 1570 sq. 

miles to the north east of London. The river Stour forms part of its 

boundary with Suffolk in the north, with the rest partly following the 

course of ancient roads. In the south the boundary separating it from 

Kent is the Thames, while in the west the river Lea separates it from 

){iddlesex and Hertfordshire. The North Sea provides an effect! ve 

boundary in the east. (See Appendices 4 and 5). 

To quote George Beaumont, "With the exception of the low marshy tracts 

on the east coast and along the Thames, Essex is not by any means a 

flat county, although the hills nowhere rise to a great height. On 

the whole the surface of the land may be said to be gently 

undulating".") Essex used to be an highly afforested county, but by 
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1600 the woodland proper had dwindled down to Hatfield, Hainault, 

Epping and Valtham Forests. 

During much of the time between 1600 and 1850 Essex, for the purpose 

of administration, was divided up into Hundreds and Half-Hundreds, 

with the exception of the Royal Liberty of Havering-atte-Bower. (See 

Appendix 6). This system continued into the nineteenth century. 

According to William Hunt's estimates, at the death of Elizabeth I in 

1603, just over 100,000 people lived in Essex, the large majority of 

them in villages and rural hamlets· '"'' The most important town was 

Colchester in the north east, with nearly 9000 inhabitants, followed 

by the twin clothing towns of Braintree and Bocking with a combined 

population of about 2,500. 

The population continued to rise in the seventeenth century, and a 

survey of the Hearth Tax statistics has estimatad a total Essex 

population of approximately 120,000 in 1670. "'" A slight decrease 

seemed to occur after 1700, possibly due to agricultural depression. 

This may have caused the young to leave the county and so births 

decreased. Additionally, in the Great Plague of 1665 Colchester 

suffered very badly, more severely than any other Essex town, and even 

more, in proportion to its size than the city of London. The'children 

that died in this plague would have been having children of their own 

by the 1700s, so this may also explain 'the drop in birthrate. 

However, from about 1740 onwards the population began to rise once 

more, so that in 1801 its inhabitants numbered approximately 227,000. 
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This rise was probably due to a number of reasons. Improvements in 

agriculture occurred as farms were enlarged, and more attention paid 

to new methods of farming, and this expansion created more jobs. 

Consequently couples were able to afford to get married earlier and 

produce children. Addi tionally people were moving into Essex from 

London, and rich merchants took country houses there. A further 

explanation of the increase is that as London expanded, parts of Essex 

were swallowed up, and thus the population in these areas, like 

Barking, West Ham and Walthamstow, experienced a great upsurge. 

Essex was a largely agricultural county in the years 1600-1850, and in 

the seventeenth century, although there were areas which were mainly 

arable, pasture or marshland, most farmers combined the growing of 

crops with the keeping of livestock, although in varying proportions. 

Pigs and poultry were kept everywhere and so too, to a lesser extent, 

were sheep . In 1700 Essex was seen as, "a level and enclosed county 

.•. neatly husbanded", and "enriched with all kinds of grain ... and 

stocked with great herds of kine and hogs". (4) The county's most 

valuable crop was wheat and this rose steadily in importance 

throughout the eighteenth century. The constantly rising demand from 

London also played a part in the increasing output of crops such as 

wheat, barley and malt, which were all transported to the capital to 

be sold. Diary farming predominated around Ongar and Epping, and 

Romford, with its large market, began to develop as a centre for the 

sale of calves to London butchers. By 1840 Essex farmers were 

generally ahead of those in most English counties. CS) 
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After agriculture the next most important economic activity was 

clothnaking, and this remained so until its collapse around 1800. 

During the reign of Elizabeth large numbers of Dutch and Fleming 

immigrants settled in Essex, fleeing from religious persecution by the 

Duke of Alva. Elizabeth gave them protection and in return they 

introduced the manufacture of Bays and Says, or Baize and Serge, to 

England. By 1700 clothmaking dominated a large part of Essex, and 

especially the towns of Colchester, Braintree and Bocking, Halstead 

and Coggesball. Most of the Essex manufactured naterial went to 

Spain, Portugal or Latin America to make such i terns as cloaks for 

gentlemen and habits for the clergy. However, this dependance on one 

market led to difficulties, for wars with France or Spain meant trade 

virtually stopped as communications with Latin America were 

interrupted. Furthermore, while England was at war with Spain it 

provided the opportunity for the French cloth industry to capture 

British markets in Spain. As the slumps in trade became longer so 

more and more businesses failed until the industry as a whole 

virtually disappeared. 

However, alongside the decline of the cloth industry other trades 

began to emerge in importance. Fishing had always gone on e.g. at 

Harwich and Barking, and oysters were bred near Burnham-on-Crouch, but 

with the expansion of agriculture there was increased demand for 

artisans' products. Blacksmiths made farm implements, and gunsmiths, 

cabinet makers and wigmakers to name but a few, all began to take 

advantage of the fact that the upper and middle classes had more money 

to spend on themselves. The rising population meant that more trades 
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could be supported. Killers too became prosperous as the increased 

London demand caused milling capacities to rise. From about 1750 

onwards new shops also began to open as the population increased, as 

transport improved, and as the middle classes prospered. 

With the improvements in economy many people's standard of living 

improved. "The homes of the rich landed gentry and London merchants 

embellished the countryside". "" However, not everybody could enjoy 

such luxuries. The gradual decline of the cloth industry led to great 

hardship on the part of many people. Local government was vested in 

the officers of the vestry, comprising the overseers of the poor, the 

surveyors, constables, churchwardens and the Justices in the Quarter 

Sessions. They dispensed poor relief but were incapable of meeting 

the huge demands placed upon them. By the end of the eighteenth 

century distress was widespread, among agricultural families in 

particular. "Farmers were vulnerable to the pressure of economic 

fluctuations and the labour problems associated with migration to 

industrial areas and social penury.·C7) The payment of tithes and the 

process of enclosure were also topics which caused resentment and 

discontent among the lower classes. To quote Kenenth Neale once more, 

• In Essex, 

population 

apart from the future metropolitan area, one-sixth of the 

was in receipt of poor relief at the turn of the 

century. The standards of living of the agricultural [ nineteenth] 

labour and his family inevitably declined and many were sustained only 

by the Poor Law.· ce ) Thus although the period 1600-1850 saw a rise in 

the fortunes of many parts of Essex, including the small towns, 

hardship and distress were also accompanying faqtors. 
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[n the realm of politics the overshadowing event of the time period 

was the English Civil War (1642-9). Essex was a strongly Protestant 

county and this tendency had been strengthened by the influx of the 

Flemish and Huguenot refugees. Coupled with Charles I' s demand for 

money in the shape of ship money, and his reassertion of his lapsed 

rights in the forests, of which Essex had several, it meant that when 

Civil War broke out Essex as a whole was firmly on the side of 

Parliament against the King, although some of the leading families had 

divided loyalties. 

However, it was not until the siege of Colchester in 1648 that Essex 

was directly involved in the fighting. Fairfax had defeated the 

Royalists in Maidstone in Kent, but some escaped and made their way 

into Essex, planning to meet up with other Royalist contingents as 

they progressed. They arrived in Colchester and forced their way into 

the town on June 12th. The following parliamentary army arrived the 

next day and surrounded the town, and thus began the siege of 

Colchester lasting about twelve weeks. Both the Royalists and the 

citizens suffered severe hardship as food became scarce, and even dogs 

were eaten. The royalists finally surrendered on 26th August and some 

of the leaders were executed. After the siege was over Fairfax 

ordered the walls and fortifications of Colchester demolished. 

According to P. H. Reaney "the s1ege of Colchester was the last 

outstanding event in the history of Essex." ".) One of its by-products 

was also the effect it had on the cloth industry, for trade was at a 

standstill during the siege, and took some time to recover after it 

had finished. 
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110 other political event figures strongly in Essex's history of the 

period. Unrest did occur such as a food riot in 1795 in Saffron 

Walden. but there was no real serious popular movement to worry the 

government, until the issue of the repeal of the Corn Laws in the 

1830's. Essex farmers favoured the Corn Laws and public meetings were 

held and petitions formed in defence of them. However, when they 

finally were repealed in 1846 the immediate effects were minimal, and 

it was not until after our period ends that their effects began to be 

fully felt. 

The tendency of Essex towards Protestantism has already been 

mentioned, but the county also contained many who were extreme 

Protestants, that is Puritans. These people would not agree to use 

the prayer book or join in the services of the Church, and many were 

fined and imprisoned. It was some of these people who to escape 

persecution emigrated to America in 1620 on the Kayflower, and 

established lIew England. 

One of the major improvements of the time period was in the field of 

transport and communication. Roads were very bad in the 1600's, and 

in some cases right through the eighteenth century. Essex roads were 

no exception and in 1768 Arthur Young wrote, ·Of all the cursed roads 

that ever disgraced this kingdom in the very ages of barbarism none 

evere equalled that from Blllerlcay to the King's Head at 

Tllbury.""O' However, the prOblem was recognised by government and 

Turnpike Trustee Acts were passed empowering appointed trustees to 

erect toll-bars on inadequate roads in order to improve and maintain 
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them. The first Essex turnpike was constructed at Mountnessing in 

1595 and more were established throughout the next century. Essex 

roads had to take an increasing amount of traffic due to travel to and 

from London, and also with more of the upper-classes travelling to 

Northern Europe via Harwich. By 1800 Essex was well provided with 

good communication links to London, and so the amount of traffic 

continued to rise. 

The Essex ports also developed during the eighteenth century due to 

expanding trade and its rivers were improved to enable the carrying of 

extra traffic. They were mainly used for the transport of 

manufactured goods, coal, timber and agricultural produce and provided 

a cheap transport service from the countryside to the towns, although 

the improved road system gradually began to undermine this form of 

transport. 

Finally, the coming of the railways was to herald a new age and enable 

people and goods to be transported more cheaply and quickly to many 

parts of the country. The first railway to be constructed in Essex 

was from London to Colchester in 1843. It was known as the Eastern 

Counties Line, later the Great Eastern Railway. By having such an 

effective transport system Essex's agricultural and manufacturing 

industries were able to grow and expand, thus having an important 

effect on the county's economy. 

Therefore the 250 years between 1600 and 1850 witnessed major 

developments in the life of Essex people. By 1850 it was still a 
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largely agricultural county but manufacturing industries had started 

to gain in importance. The county's proximity to London provided an 

ever-growing market for its produce and.goods, and enabled some of its 

inhabitants to have a very comfortable lifestyle. Yet for other 

poorer, Essex people their lives were a struggle for existence. In 

1850 the population of the county had more than doubled compared to 

the early 1600s and looked set to increase. Improved transport links 

not only increased trade but meant that more information was coming 

from London concerning government, enabling ordinary people to hear 

and learn at least a little about the politics of the day. 

Therefore, to conclude, the events that Essex was involved in in the 

period 1600-1850, such as the siege of Colchester, and the changes it 

underwent, such as in the decline of its cloth industry, all 

demonstrate that a closer examination of its past is both worthwhile 

and necessary if important and interesting historical material is not 

to be overlooked. 
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6. BOTES FOR USING THE BIBLIOGRAPHY 

6.1 ExplanatioD of LayOut and Coding System Used 

The bibliography consists of books, articles, and miscellaneous 

articles in a collection, and is primarily based upon the holdings of 

Leicester University library. References to items not held in the 

library have been included, but these can be identified by their lack 

of codes. 

The bibliography is in three parts and divided into sections within 

these parts. A listing of the books examined comes first, followed by 

the articles and then the miscellaneous articles in a collection. The 

first section within each part is headed 'County', and contains items 

on the county of Essex generally., However, if any of these items 

place particular emphasis on one or two towns in the region then I 

have placed a reference indicating this next to that for codes. 

Likewise if a book or article for a town also relates to another town, 

a cross reference will be made. In most instances the abbreviations 

used indicating this are simply the first three letters of the town's 

name. 

Bar - Barking Epp - Epping Ray - Rayleigh 

Bil - Billencay GrD - Great Dunmow Roc - Rochford 

Boc - Bocking Gra - Grays Thurrock Rom - Romford 

Bra - Braintree Hal - Halstead SaW - Saffron Walden 

Bre - Brentwood Har - Harlow StO - St. Osyth 
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Bur - Burnham Harw - Harwich Tba - Thaxted 

Che - Chelmsford Hat - Hatfield Broad Oak WaA - Waltham Abbey 

ChO - Chipping Ongar Hed - Hedingham Wal - Walthamstow 

Cog - Coggeshall Hor - Horndon on the Hill Wit - Witham 

Col - Colchester Mal - J!aldon 

Ded - Dedbam Man - J!anningtree 

Examples 

Book 

Article 

author 

~ - Addison, VI. 

\pp.Xi:':;'39 J 

nU!IJber of pages 

title 

r------. 
Essex heyday 

place of 
publication ,--..... 
London 

~ 
codes 

date of 
publication 

~ 

author title 

~ ------------------~p-------------~he rise of the "new draperies", in Essex ) - Pilgrim, J. E. 

Journal 

--------------~-.-----------------".. "\ 
(University Of Birmingham Historical Journal. 

~ 
<1959-60) 

l pa.;esJ 

pp. 36-39 

(Bra, Boc, Cog, Col, Hal) 

~ 
BD 
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Tbis article. a1tbougb on tbe County of Essex generally. refers 

particularly to Braintree. Bocking. Coggesba11. Co1cbester and 

Ha1stead. 

At the end of each of the sections on the aforementioned towns will be 

a reference stating 

See also - COUNT~ Pilgrim. J. Universitv olf Birmingham - , 
Histarfca Z Journal 

autbor 

Xiscellaneous Article - Segar. W. 

in a Collection title 

-----~------------~ r • 
Xark Kott or Braintree 

title of collection 

-------~------------~ (Eastern counties cQl1ecteQDea~ 

~ ~ 
(1872-3) pp. 298 

-- -----------------------

title 

-----~,--------r ~ 

Grant of a crest to 

editor 
~ 
L'estrange, J. 

place of publication 

I NO;:.';/ich'1 

~ 
o 
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The coding system used is as follows. Each letter denotes a specific 

area of interest, and if one follows an item then that item contains 

information on the particular topic. Some items have more codes than 

others depending upon the variety of information contained within 

them. 

A Population 

B Economy 

C Social Life 

D Political/Administrative Organisation 

E Religion and Culture 

F BUilding and Topography 

o Contains Primary Sources 

V Contains Visual Material i.e. Pictures, Photos, Maps, 

Illustrations 

In all three parts of the bibliography the section on County comes 

first, followed by the Hundreds, and then the individual towns 

arranged in alphabetical order. 

Within this structure the books/theses are organised alphabetically by 

author, the miscellaneous articles are arranged alphabetically by the 

author of the article, and the articles are arranged alphabetically by 

journal, and then in chronological order of issue. 

Certain journals appear regularly in the bibliography and to save 

space their titles are abbreviated thus. 



E.J. 

E.R. 

R.R. 

Essex Journal 

Essex Review 

Romford Record 
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Trans. Ess. Arch. Soc. - Transactions of the Essex 

Archaeological Society 

Other journal titles are given in full. It shou 1 d be noted that 

abbreviated titles appear first 1n each section so that, for example, 

the Essex Journal (~) will come before the Essex Countryside. 

A final point to note is that if an item refers to the towns of 

Braintree and Bocking together, e.g. M. Baker - The Book Of Braintree 

and Bocking. then it has been put under the section on Braintree. 

(SOC) appears after the title but there 1s no ·see also", references 

at the bottom of the section on Socking. This is because the towns 

have been so closely associated throughout history. 

6.2 Qtlal1flcati on Of nose Items Searched for th .. Blbll ography 

Due to the time limitation I could not search as many books as I would 

have liked. For this reason the Victoria Coynty History Of Essex has 

not been completely examined. The Bibliography Supplement has been 

searched under the individual town headings, but the main 

bibliography, published in 1959, has only been partly searched. I 

have noted references for the individual towns in alphabetical order 

down to Dedham inclusively, but for further references the ~ itself 

should be consulted. I noted only a few of the many references it 
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contained on the Civil War for Colchester, so for further information 

on this topic, it should again be consulted. 

Similarly, because of lack of time, none of the journals mentioned 

have been systematically searched. The references that appear to them 

originate from other bibliographies. Additionally, books that I noted 

as possible further avenues of research have not been searched but the 

Urban History Centre has a note of them and these may be used if the 

bibliography on Essex is continued at a later date. 

Although this bibliography is based on the small towns of Essex, 1600-

1850, I have included references to Essex as a county. Those that are 

mentioned are ones of historical interest like Philip Korant's History 

of Essex, ones which provide a goad detailed all-round picture of 

Essex, and those which relate specifically to one of the relevant 

subjects of the bibliography, such as religion, e. g. The History of 

Puritanism in Essex by William Hunt. There are many other general 

writings on the County of Essex which have not been included. 

The Historical Manuscript Commission Reports were considered for 

inclusion but it was decided that they too were of limited importance 

for the purposes of this bibliography. 
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7. COICLI1SIOlf 

Having spent the last four nonths or so conpiling the bibliography on 

Essex towns I now realise how nuch information can exist on the 

history of an area, and how interesting sone of it can be. The 

problens of keeping a listing of all the information on a particular 

locality is a mammoth task, as some material will not find its way to 

the British Library and into the British National Bibliography, but to 

compile a bibliography containing a large amount of such information 

is more achievable and within the scope of a committed bibliographer. 

York University's attempt to bring different local history 

bibliographies together on one computer database was laudable, and 

would have been a major step forward in the field of local studies if 

it had been achieved. Hopefully another project like that will be 

undertaken in the near future and meet with greater success. At least 

it was an indication that many people recognise the need for 

improvements in the organisation of bibliographies and, following on 

from this, the need for more local and regional bibliographies per se. 

Vi th the increasing introduction of computers into daily life it 

should grow easier to store bibliographical information and access it 

from different parts of the country. Additionally, computers should 

help to save time and money in the construction of bibliographies. 
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However, as in a lot of things, it is money which tends to be the 

stumbling block to progress, as seemingly there are not the resources 

available for research to be instigated. Nevertheless, the growing 

interest in local history from all sections of society should provide 

the impetus for funding to be made available, so that more 

bibliographies may be constructed, allowing greater access to 

important information. It is an area where further work does need to 

be done, and if it is neglected now, the work will beCOllE harder to 

carry out as the years go by. A mass of local history information is 

available and more is being printed yearly. The longer that work is 

delayed in this area the more difficult organisation of information 

will ultimately become. Therefore every encouragement should be given 

to organisations like the Centre for Urban History, for attempting to 

impose some form of order upon a very large and unorganised field of 

study. 
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17th Century 

Barking 
Blller1cay 
Bralntree 
Brentwood 
Chelmsford 
Chipping Ongar 
Coggeshall 
Colchester 
Dedham 
Epping 
Great Dunmow 
Halstead 
Harlow 
Harwich 
Hatfield Broad Oak 
Horndon on the Hill 
Haldon 
Hanningtree 
Rayleigh 
Romford 
Saffron Walden 
Ihaxted 
Waltham Abbey 
Walthamstow 
Witham 

J[arginal 
St. Osyth 
Grays Thurrock 
Rochferd 
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APPENDIX 1 

L 1ST DE IHE SIIA!.!. Imms U! ESSEX 

1600 - 1850 

Billerlcay (Grt. Burstead) 
Braintree 
Brentwood 
Bocking 
Chelmsford 
Coggeshall 
Colchester 
Dedham 
Epping 
Great Dunmow 
Halstead 
Harlow 
Harwich 
Hatfield Broad Oak 
Hedingham 
Malden 
Manningtree 
Rochford 
Romferd 
Saffron Walden 
Ihaxted 
Waltham Abbey 
Walthamstow 
Witham 

lIarginal 
Barking Town 
Burnham 
Grays Thurrock 
St. Osyth 
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Barstable 

Becontree 

Chafford 

Chelmsford 

Dengie 

Dunmow 

Harlow 
(half-hundred) 

Hinckford 

Lexden 

Ongar 

Rochford 

Royal Liberty of 
Havering-atte-bower 

Tendr1ng 

Uttlesford 

Waltham 
(half hundred) 
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APPENDIX 6 

LIST OF THE HUNDREDS AND THE 

TOWNS WHICH THEY CONTAIN 

B111ericay 
Horndon on the Hill 

Barking 
Walthamstow 

Brentwood 
Grays Thurrock 

Chelmsford 

Burnham 
Maldon 

Great Dunmow 
Thaxted 

Harlow 
Hatfield Broad Oak 

Backing 
Braintree 
Halstead 
Hed1ngham 

Coggeshall 
Colchester 
Dedham 

Chipping Ongar 

Rayleigh 
Rochford 

Romford 

Harwich 
Manni ngtree 
St. Osyth 

Saffron Walden 

Epping 
Wal tham Abbey 
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Witham Witham 

Additionally, there are the Hundreds of Clavering, Freshwell, 

Thurstable and Winstree, which contain none of the towns relevant to 

the bibliography. 
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