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Abstract
Recent demographic literature shows in Swedish micro-level data a
positive e¤ect of female wage income or female education on fertility.
The literature explains this …nding with Swedish family policies of high
subsidies for bought-in child care and generous parental leave bene…ts
that are calculated on the basis of a woman’s prior wage income. Both
policies would cause the substitution e¤ect from an increase in female
wages on fertility to be dominated by its income e¤ect. This paper
shows within an economic model that there are o¤setting e¤ects from
Swedish family policy that cause the reduction in the magnitude of
the substitution e¤ect of female wages to be most likely rather small.
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Introduction

Since the 1960s the fertility rate (TFR) declined in OECD countries enormously and threatens the future sustainability of the public pension system.
At the same time the female labour force participation rate (FLP) rose in
OECD countries. Galor and Weil (1996) present a general equilibrium model
in which an endogenously rising relative wage of women leads simultaneously
1

to a decline in the TFR and a rise in the FLP. However, surpringly since the
late 1980s the OECD countries with the highest TFRs are also the OECD
countries with the highest FLPs. Among others, Esping-Anderson (1999),
Ahn and Mira (2002), Rindfuss et al. (2003), and Apps and Rees (2004)
have shown that the cross-country correlation between the TFR and the
FLP turned from a negative value before the late 1980s to a positive value
thereafter. To explain this reversal, Apps and Rees (2004) introduce to the
aforemention model of Galor and Weil subsidies for bought-in child care, cash
payments per child, and joint taxation of family income or taxation of each
individual’s income. They show that countries with subsidies for bought-in
child care rather than cash payments per child and individual rather than
joint taxation are likely to have both, a higher TFR and a higher FLP.1;2
In Apps and Rees (2004) public policies only have a direct e¤ect on fertility. The authors still maintain the common assumption in economics that
the female wage has a negative e¤ect on fertility. Recently, demographers
went further than Apps and Rees. Various recent studies by demographers
show in Swedish micro-level data that female wage income or female education surprisingly have a positive e¤ect on fertility, in particular on second
and third order births.3 The demographic literature explains this …nding
with Swedish family policies of high subsidies for bought-in child care and
generous parental leave bene…ts that are calculated on the basis of a woman’s
prior wage income (henceforth income-replacement based parental leave ben1

See Kögel (2006) for empirical evidence that cross-country di¤erences in use of boughtin child care contribute to the positive cross-country correlation between the TFR and the
FLP across Western European countries.
2
Martinez and Iza (2004) show model-theoretically that a positive association between
the TFR and the FLP can also be produced with a rising relative wage of skilled labour,
because bought-in child care is intensively produced with unskilled female labour. However, while a rising relative wage of skilled labour can be observed in the US and the UK,
the Western European countries with the highest TFRs and the highest FLPs, namely
Nordic countries and France, do not have a rising relative wage of skilled labour. In addition, Da Rocha and Fuster (2006) show model-theoretically that cross-country di¤erences
in unemployment rates can also produce a positive association between the TFR and the
FLP across OECD countries (see Ahn and Mira, 2002, Adsera, 2005, and Kögel, 2006, for
empirical evidence).
3
The earliest studies that found a positive e¤ect of female wage income in Sweden
were Andersson (2000) and Hoem (2000). The positive e¤ect is shown to persists after
controlling for the male partners wage income in Duvander and Andersson (2003) and
Andersson et al. (2005). A positive e¤ect of female education was found in Hoem and
Hoem (1989), Hoem (1996), Berinde (1999), and Olah (2003).
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e…ts). It is argued that both policies would cause the substitution e¤ect from
an increase in female wages on fertilty to be dominated by its income e¤ect.
The logic behind this explanation follows a model of Ermisch (1989), who
shows that the possibility of bought-in child care reduces the e¤ect of female
wages on fertility. He shows that women with high wage income can a¤ord
more bought-in child care and that this reduces the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect for these women.4 The demographic literature argues that
Swedish family policy would, similarly to the presence of child care in Ermisch’s model, reduce the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect in Sweden.
The present study examines whether this presumption can be con…rmed in
an economic model similarly to the models of Ermisch and Apps and Rees.
The empirical result of a positive e¤ect of female wage income or female
education has recently also been found in Norwegian and Finish micro-level
data.5 Norway and Finland have both similar generous income-replacement
parental-leave systems as Sweden (see Bruning and Plantenga, 1999). However, while the governments in both countries provide more extensive child
care subsidies than other industrialised countries, the child care system is not
as generous as in Sweden (see Björklund, 2006, p. 8). In addition, Finland
and recently also Norway introduced also child home care allowances for families that decide to rear their children at home after a shorter parental leave
instead of to use public day care places. This policy was not implemented in
Sweden, because in Sweden it is believed that a child home care allowances
could trap women permanently out of the labour force (see Hoem, 2005, p.
570). Because of these di¤erences in family policy, one would, contrary to
the empirical …ndings in the literature, expect somewhat weaker evidence
for a positive e¤ect of female wage income or female education on fertility
in Norway and Finland than in Sweden. The positive e¤ect from female
wage income or female education on fertility has also been found in French,
British and West German micro-level data.6 This is very surprisingly, as
4

Ermisch (1989) shows also empirical support for this result in British micro-level data.
Evidence for a positive e¤ect of female education on third order births has been found
in Norwegian micro-level data by Kravdal (1992). In Finish micro-level data evidence for a
positive e¤ect of female wage income on …rst order births has been found by Vikat (2004).
6
Köppen (2004) …nds a signi…cant and positive e¤ect of female education on second
order births in French micro-level data even after controlling for the male partners characteristics. In contrast, after controlling for the male partners education the e¤ect of female
education was insigni…cant and positive in West German micro-level data. The latter result for West Germany was …rst found in Kreyenfeld (2001). Kreyenfeld and Zabel (2005)
…nd after controlling for the male partners education, the female employment status, and
5
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these countries’family policies di¤er substantial from Swedish family policy,
even more than those in other Nordic countries than Sweden. Hence, the
latter empirical results could be interpreted as evidence for an alternative
explanation given by Kravdal (2001), who argues that the positive e¤ect of
female education on third order births represents a selection e¤ect, as well
educated women who already have two children are a select group with high
preference for children. Kravdal …nds evidence for his argument in Norwegian micro-level data by showing that the e¤ect of female education on third
order births becomes negative and signi…cant, once he estimates the transitions to …rst, second, and third child simultaneously and adds a common
unobserved heterogeneity factor (which is supposed to capture the selection
e¤ect).7;8
This paper shows within an economic model similarly to the models of
Apps and Rees (2004) and Ermisch (1989) that there are o¤setting e¤ects
from Swedish family policy that cause the reduction of the substitution e¤ect
from an increase in female wages on fertility to be most likely rather small.
It is shown that child care subsidies only unambiguously reduce the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect at the micro-level, if bought-in child care and
domestic child care are strong substitudes. In contrast, income-replacement
based parental leave bene…ts only unambiguously reduce the magnitude of
the substitution e¤ect, if bought-in child care and domestic child care are
weak substitudes. At the macro-level the extent of substitutability between
bought-in child care and domestic child care is irrelevant and child care subsidies and income-replacement based parental leave bene…ts reduce both unambiguously the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect. However, for each
female wage income a signi…cant and positive e¤ect of female education on second order
births in West German micro-level data. With the same control variables the authors …nd
an insigni…cant and positive e¤ect of female education on second order births in British
micro-level data.
7
Kreyenfeld (2001) shows the same result for West German micro-level data, using the
same estimation method as Kravdal.
8
Another problem of the demographic literature is the fact that the underlying economic
models predict an e¤ect from the hourly female wage rate instead of from the annual
female wage income, which the demographic literature uses because of unavailability of
better micro-level data. Using data of hourly female wage rates, Heckman and Walker
(1990) …nd a negative and signi…cant e¤ect of female wages on fertility in Swedish microlevel data. However, Tasiran (1995, 2002) and Walker (2002) disagree on whether or not
the signi…cance of female wage rates is sensitive to Heckman and Walker’s approximation
of micro-level wage data with macro-level wage data.
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family policy the reduction in the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect is at
the macro-level always smaller than at the micro-level, if the substitutability between bought-in child care and domestic child care is such that the
e¤ect at the micro-level is unambiguous. In addition, the magnitude of the
substitution e¤ect itself is at the macro-level larger than at the micro level.
The bottom line of this is that Swedish public policy probably has a positive
direct e¤ect on the TFR and the FLP, as shown model-theoretically by Apps
and Rees (2004). However, demographers most likely went too far in arguing
that Swedish family policy also reversed the sign of the e¤ect of female wages
on fertility from a negative to a positive value.
The model in the next section is static, similarly to the models of Apps
and Rees (2004) and Ermisch (1989). Hence, the model does not capture an
e¤ect of the Swedish parental leave bene…ts system that Andersson (2005)
argues to be relevant and important. He stresses that due to the fact that
parental leave bene…ts are calculated on the basis of a woman’s prior wage
income, the Swedish parental leave system gives women an incentive to wait
with childbearing until they are established on the labour market with a decent level of income. Only this would make them eligible for high parental
leave bene…ts. He argues this incentive would explain the …nding of a positive e¤ect of female wage income on fertility. The fact that the next section’s
model abstracts from this e¤ect can be justi…ed with the following argument: The incentive e¤ect stressed by Andersson does not imply that Swedish
women choose a high pay occupation, only in order to receive high parental
leave bene…ts. Hence, it does not imply that high wage-type of women have
more children than low wage-type of women nor that an increase in the aggregate female wage would cause an increased aggregate quantity of fertility.
Instead it only implies, as argued by Björklund (2006), that Swedish women
might postpone childbearing until they are established on the labour market.
However, evidently postponement of childbearing did not reduce the Swedish
aggregate quantity of fertility, as Swedish women sucessfully “recuperated”
with increased fertility at higher age for fertility forgone at earlier age (cf.
Lesthaeghe and Moors, 2000).9 For this reason, a dynamic model with the
9
Postponement of childbearing did however reduce the TFR temporarily, because it
led to a "tempo e¤ect" that distorted downward the TFR as a measure of aggregate
quantity of fertility (see Bongaarts and Feeney, 1988). Nevertheless, this distortion will
only have been temporarily (see Sobotka, 2004) and, as is well known, even the downward
distorted Swedish TFR was in the 1990s high relative to the downward distorted TFR of
other Western European countries. In addition, the Swedish average TFR between 1995-
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possibility to examine changes in age of childbearing as, e.g., the model by
Walker (1995), while richer, would not improve the understanding of the effect of Swedish policy on the quantity of fertility of high wage-type of women
in comparison to low wage-type of women nor its in‡uence on the e¤ect of
an increase in the aggregate female wage on aggregate quantity of fertility.
To make his model tractable, Walker assumes in his dynamic model …xedcoe¢ cient technologies in the “production” of children to eliminate many
substitution possibilities. However, these substitution possibilities will turn
out to drive the results for the next section’s model. For this reason, the
next section’s model abstracts from dynamics of childbearing age in order to
examine the e¤ect of various substitution possibilities.

2

The Model

In the following model each household consists of a man and a women. Each
man supplies inelastically one unit time to the labour market, while each
women allocates one unit time between labour market participation and provision of domestic child care during parental leave. Home-centered women,
who provide domestic child care outside parental leave, are for simplicity ignored. This seems not to be a problematic assumption, as in 1990 the labour
force participation rate of Swedish women of age 25-44 was about 90 % (see
Apps and Rees, 2004, Table 1). In the macoeconomy there is a single consumption good. Following Galor and Weil (1986) and Apps and Rees (2004)
and without any in‡uence on the qualitative model results, I assume the
household utility function to be a Cobb-Douglas function as shown in (1.1)
in Table 1 (see the notations of the variables below the table). I also follow
these authors in abstracting from quality of children. All equations in the
model (except if indicated otherwise) can either refer to an individual household at the micro-level, where a household index is omitted for simplicity,
or to a representative household at the macro-level. In case of a macro-level
interpretation, the number of households is normalized to one.
In the …rst-stage-optimisation problem each household maximises (1.1)
subject to the …rst-stage-budget constraint (1.2) in Table 1. The left hand
side of (1.2) represents each household’s full-income, that is, the income that
2000 adjusted for this tempo distortion with a method of Bongaarts and Feeney (1988)
was higher than the TFR between 1995-2000 of most other Western European countries
adjusted for this tempo distortion with to the same method (cf. Sobotka, 2004).
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Table 1: Model assumptions
Household utility function
First-stage-budget constraint

1

Child production function
Second-stage-budget constraint

(1.1)
(1.2)

U = ln n + (1
) ln c;
wm + wf T = pn n + c;
1

n = xz + xc
p n n = p xz x z + x c ;
" 1
"

" 1
"

1

;

> 0;

(1.3)
(1.4)

"
" 1

Child care production function
xz = zf + s
; " > 0; (1.5)
Third-stage-budget constraint
pxz xz = wf (1
) zf + ps s;
(1.6)
@ps wf
ps = (1
)K
) @wf ps = 0; at the micro-level,
(1.7)
@ps wf
ps = (1
) wf ) @wf ps = 1; at the macro-level,
(1.8)
Notation: Ut :household utility, n:number of children, c:household consumption, : constant parameter, wm :male wage, wf :female wage, T :lump-sum
tax, pn :price index of children, xz :composite of child care, xc :quantity of the
consumption good used in the production of children, :elasticity of substitution between the composite of child care and the consumption good in the
production of children, pxz :price index of child care, zf :quantity of domestic
child care, s:quantity of bought-in child care, ": elasticity of substitution
between bought-in child care and domestic child care, :income-replacement
rate of parental leave bene…ts ps : price of bought-in child care, : child care
subsidy, K:a constant, :female labour unit requirement in production of
bought-in child care.
each couple would receive, if it supplied all its time endowments to the labour
market. The price of the consumption good is normalized to one. The …rststage-optimisation problem gives rise to the demand of children as shown in
(2.1) in Table 2. It should be noted that it is for simplicity assumed that
child care subsidies and parental leave bene…ts are …nanced with a lumpsum tax T . This allows to abstract from feedback e¤ects on fertility from
wage income taxation to …nance family policy. Apps and Rees (2004) show
that a negative e¤ect on fertility from wage income taxation to …nance cash
payments per child does not dominate the e¤ects from the cash payments
per child itself, if the elasticity of domestic child care with repect to the
wage income tax rate to …nance the cash payments is relatively small. The
latter is in Sweden ful…lled because the share of expenditures for family cash
bene…ts and family services, such as child care subsidies, in total governments
expenditures is even in Sweden relatively small.10
10

In Sweden the share of expenditures for family bene…ts in GDP in 1995 was 3.85%
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Table 2: Results from household optimisation problems
Demand for children
n = pn 1 (wm + wf T ) ;
Price index of children
Budget share of child care

pn = p1xz + 1
pxz xz
pn n

=

p1Xz
1
pxz +1

(2.1)

1

1

(2.2)

;

(2.3)

;

+ [pS ]1 " 1 " ; (2.4)
1 "
[wf (1 )]
w (1 )z
Budget share of domestic child care fpx xz f =
: (2.5)
1 "
z
[wf (1 )] +[pS ]1 "
[pS ]1 "
:
(2.6)
Budget share of bought-in child care pxps xs z =
1 "
z
[wf (1 )] +[pS ]1 "

Price index of child care

pxz = [wf (1

)]1

"

1

Following Ermisch (1989) children are “produced”by combining input of
a composite of child care and input of the consumption good. In order to
derive closed form solutions, the “children production function” is assumed
to be a CES function. In the second-stage-optimisation problem each household maximises (1.3) subject to the second-stage-budget constraint (1.4) in
Table 1. Table 2 shows the resulting price index of children (2.2) and the
resulting share of total child care cost in total expenditures for children (2.3).
The appendix contains a derivation of (2.2) and (2.3).11 For the “children
production function”the following undoubtly realistic assumption is made:
Assumption 1: < 1 (i.e. child care and the consumption good are weak
subsitutes in the production of children).
Following Apps and Rees and Ermisch, child care is produced by combining domestic child care with bought-in child care. In order to derive closed
form solutions, also the “child care production function”is assumed to be a
CES function. For simplicity it is abstracted from discrete choice of female
labour market participation. In the third-stage-optimisation problem each
household maximises (1.5) subject to the third-stage-budget constraint (1.6)
- 2.13 % for family cash bene…ts, such as parental leave bene…ts, and 1.72 % for family
services, such as child care subsidies - (data source: Country report for Sweden in "International Reform Monitor" in Bertelsmann Foundation, 2006). In the same year, Sweden’s
share of total government expenditures in GDP was 67.7 % (data source: "Economic Freedom of the World: 1997 Annual report" in Fraser Institute, 1997). Hence, in Sweden in
1995 the share of expenditures for family policy in total governments expenditures was
with 5.69 % relatively small.
11
If we had assumed the consumption good price to equal pc 6= 1, then we would have
1
1
had pn = p1xz + p1c
instead of (2.2).
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in Table 1. Table 2 shows the resulting price index of the composite of child
care (2.4) and the resulting budget share of domestic child care in total child
care cost (2.5), repectively, the resulting budget share of bought-in child care
in total child care cost (2.6). The derviation of (2.4)-(2.6) is similar to the
derivation of (2.2) and (2.3), which - as was already mentioned - is shown
in the appendix. In Sweden parents are entitled to 360 days per child of
income-replacement based parental leave bene…ts. Of these 360 days one
parent, mostly the mother, is entitled to 330 days at most, while 30 days are
reserved for the other parent if used. Parents are additionally entitled to 90
days parental leave with at …xed rate of 60 SEK (about 6.7 EUR) per day.
Swedish mothers who were entitled to parental leave in 1993-1998 took on
average slightly more than 40 weeks parental leave with a single peaked distribution over all women of the chosen duration of parental leave (Swedish
fathers took on average about 4 weeks parentel leave during this time period).By far most women did not take more than the maximum of 330 days,
for which they were entitled to income-replacement based parental leave bene…ts.12 For this reason, in the third-stage-budget constraint (1.6) in Table 1,
the possibility to take parental leave after 330 days is for simplicity ignored.
Instead, it is assumed that income-replacement based parental leave bene…ts
reduce for all women the opportunity cost from foregone female wage income
by the rate :13
Finally, in Table 1 eq. (1.7), respectively, eq. (1.8) show the determinants
of the price of bought-in child care and an elasticity of the change of the price
of bought-in child care from an increase in the female wage at the micro-level,
respectively, at the macro-level. Obviously, in both cases the price of boughtin child care is decresasing in the child care subsidy. Also crucial for the
results of the present study, (1.7) shows that the price of bought-in child care
is at the micro-level given for each women, implying that a rise of a woman’s
wage has no e¤ect on the price of bought-in childcare. As a consequence,
women with di¤erent wages pay the same price of bought-in child care and
12

The source of the mentioned institutional details of the Swedish parental leave system
is Pylkkänen and Smith (2003).
13
After 1980 in Sweden had a value of 90 % (cf. Gustafsson and Sta¤ord, 1995, p. 168).
In the 1990s it has been reduced to its current value of 80 %, while it was in a temporary
interim period 75 % (cf. Andersson et al., 2004, p. 407). Hoem and Hoem (1996, 1999)
and Andersson (1999) argue that the reduction of and simultaneous reductions in the
levels of child care allowances were responsible for some of a decline of Swedens TFR in
the 1990s.
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the higher the wage of a woman, the more bought-in child care the woman
can a¤ord.14 In constrast, (1.8) shows that at the macro-level an increase
in the female wage increases the price for bought-in child care. Without
any in‡uence on the qualitative model results, following Martinez and Iza
(2004), it is for simplicity assumed that female labour is the only input into
the production of bought-in child care. For this reason, an increase in the
aggregate female wage leads to an increase in the price for bought-in child
care by the same proportion. This implies that at the macro-level bought-in
child care does not become more a¤ordable, as the aggregate female wage
increases. Note also, that assuming government investment in availability
of a¤ordable child care instead of child care subsidies would give the same
qualitative model results.

3

Results

This section examines the interaction e¤ects between Swedish family policy
and the e¤ect of female wages on fertility. For this reason, it is …rst necessary
to derive a mathematical expression for the e¤ect of female wages on fertility.
From (2.1) in Table 2 one can calculate the elasticity (@n=@wf ) (wf =n) as
wf
@pn wf
@n wf
=
;
(1)
@wf n
wm + wf T
@wf pn
where the …rst term on the right hand side of (1) is the income e¤ect from a
rise in the female wage, while the second term on the right hand side is its
substitution e¤ect. From (2.2) and use of (2.3) in Table 2 one can calculate
the substitution e¤ect (@pn =@wf ) (wf =pn ) as
@pn wf
=
@wf pn

p xz x z
pn n

14

@pxz wf
:
@wf pxz

(2)

In reality, in Sweden the lowest income families pay child care fees of only 3-4 % of
the total cost of child care, while families at the highest income levels pay fees of up to 40
% of the total cost (cf. Gustafsson and Sta¤ord, 1995, p. 168). Following Apps and Rees,
this feature is for simplicity ignored in the model, as it would only strengthen the model
result of a weak reduction of the magnitude of the substition e¤ect from Swedish family
policy. In addition, for a child to get a child care place in Sweden each parent must at
least participate 20 hours per week in the labour markey or spend this time studying (cf.
Gustafsson and Sta¤ord, 1995, p. 167). In the model home-centered women are ignored.
Nevertheless, this policy might to a slight extent o¤set the e¤ect from lower child care fees
for lower income families.
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From (2.4) and use of (2.5), and (2.6) in Table 2 one can calculate the elasticity (@pxz =@wf ) (wf =pxz ) as:
wf (1
) zf
@pxz wf
=
+
@wf pxz
p xz x z

ps s
p xz x z

@ps wf
:
@wf ps

(3)

Combining (1)-(3) yields
@n wf
wf
=
@wf n
wm + wf

T

p xz x z
pn n

wf (1
) zf
+
p xz x z

ps s
pxz xz

@ps wf
:
@wf ps
(4)

Finally, using in (4), (1.7), and (1.8) in Table 1 gives
@n wf
wf
=
@wf n
wm + wf

T

p xz x z
pn n

wf (1
) zf
pxz xz

; at the micro-level,
(5)

wf
@n wf
=
@wf n
wm + wf

T

p xz x z
pn n

; at the macro-level.

(6)

Eq. (5) shows that, at the micro-level, the magnitude of the substitution
e¤ect of an increase in the female wage on fertility (henceforth the magnitude
of the substitution e¤ect) equals the product of the share of total child care
cost in total expenditures for children and the budget share of domestic child
care in total child care cost. Eq. (6) shows that, at the macro-level, the
magnitude of the substitution e¤ect equals only the share of total child care
cost in total expenditures for children. Hence, it is independent of the budget
share of domestic child care in total child care cost. This is due to the fact
that provision of bought-in child care requires input of female labour. As
a consequence, an increase in the aggregate female wage increases not only
the opportunity cost of domestic child care, but also the price of boughtin child care.15 As a consequence, at the macro-level the magnitude of the
substitution e¤ect depends on the sum of the budget share of domestic child
15

Ermisch (2003, Ch. 6) also argues in a discussion of the model of Ermisch (1989) that,
at the macro-level over time, an increase in the female wage increases the price of boughtin child care and hence does not make bought-in child care relatively more a¤ordable
than domestic child care. It should be noted, however, that this holds not only at the
macro-level over time, but also at the macro-level across countries.
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care in total child care cost and the budget share of bought-in child care in
total child care cost, which of course equals one. Since the budget share of
domestic child care in total child care cost is smaller than one, this implies:
Proposition 1. The magnitude of the substitution e¤ect of an increase in the
female wage on fertility is at the macro-level larger than at the micro level.
Hence, at the macro-level a positive e¤ect of the female wage on fertility is
less likely than at the micro-level.
Next, it is examined whether or not a child care subsidy reduces the
magnitude of the substitution e¤ect. If so, then this would make it more
likely that there is a positive sign of the expressions on the right hand sides
of (5) and (6). This would contribute to a theoretical explanation of the
empirical …nding of a positive e¤ect of female wages on fertility in Swedish
micro-level data. For the absolute value of the substitution e¤ect in (5),
jSEj, one can calculate upon use of (2.3), (2.5), and (2.6) in Table 2
@ jSEj
= (1
@
jSEj

)
(1

xc @pxz
p n n @ p xz
ps s
@ps
")
; at the micro-level.
p xz x z @ p s

(7)

From (2.4) and use of (2.6) in Table 2 follows
@pxz
=
@ p xz

ps s
p xz x z

@ps
;
@ ps

(8)

:

(9)

while from (1.7) in Table 1 follows
@ps
=
@ ps

1

Combining (7)-(9) gives
@ jSEj
=
@
jSEj

(1

)

+ (1

")

xc
pn n
ps s
p xz x z
12

(10)

1
1

; at the micro-level.

Since according to Assumption 1, < 1, the right hand side of (10) is unambiguously negative if "
1. However, the sign of the right hand side is
ambiguous if " < 1. This gives rise to the following proposition:
Proposition 2. Provided ful…llment of Assumption 1, at the micro-level, a
child care subsidy unambiguously reduces the magnitude of the substitution
e¤ect if " 1 (i.e. if bought-in child care and domestic child care are strong
substitudes). It has an ambiguous e¤ect on the magnitude of the substitution
e¤ect if " < 1 (i.e. if bought-in child care and domestic child care are weak
substitudes).
For the absolute value of the substitution e¤ect in (6), one can calculate
upon use of (2.3) in Table 2
@ jSEj
= (1
@
jSEj

)

xc
pn n

@pxz
; at the macro-level.
@ p xz

(11)

; at the macro-level.

(12)

Combining (11) with (8) and (9) yields
@ jSEj
=
@
jSEj

(1

)

xc
pn n

1

Since the right hand side of (12) is unambiguously negative for < 1, this
and a comparison of (12) with (10) gives the following proposition:
Proposition 3. Provided ful…llment of Assumption 1, at the macro-level,
a child care subsidy unambiguously reduces the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect. However, the reduction is at the macro-level smaller than at the
micro-level if " 1 (i.e. if a child care subsidy unambiguously reduces the
magnitude of the substitution e¤ect at the micro-level).
Next, it is examined whether or not income-replacement based parental
leave bene…ts reduce the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect. Again, this
a¤ects the likelihood of a positive sign of the expressions on the right hand
sides of (5) and (6). Again, this could contribute to a theoretical explanation
of the empirical …nding of a positive e¤ect of female wages on fertility in
Swedish micro-level data. For the absolute value of the substitution e¤ect in
(5), one can calculate again upon use of (2.3), (2.5), and (2.6) in Table 2
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@ jSEj
= (1
@
jSEj

)
(1

xc @pxz
p n n @ p xz
ps s
")
p xz x z
1

(13)
; at the micro-level.

From (2.4) and use of (2.5) in Table 2 follows
wf (1
) zf
p xz x z

@pxz
=
@ p xz

(14)

:

1

Substituting (14) in (13) gives
@ jSEj
=
@
jSEj

(1

)

(1

")

xc
pn n
ps s
p xz x z

wf (1
) zf
p xz x z
1

(15)

1

; at the micro-level.

The right hand side of (15) is only unambiguously negative if "
gives rise to the Proposition 4.

1. This

Proposition 4. Provided ful…llment of Assumption 1, at the micro-level,
income-replacement based parental leave bene…ts have an ambiguous e¤ect
on the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect if " > 1 (i.e. if bought-in child
care and domestic child care are strong substitudes). They unambiguously
reduce the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect if "
1 (i.e. if bought-in
child care and domestic child care are weak substitudes).
For the absolute value of the substitution e¤ect in (6), one can calculate
again upon use of (2.3) in Table 2
@ jSEj
= (1
@
jSEj

)

xc
pn n

@pxz
; at the macro-level.
@ p xz

(16)

Substituting (14) in (16) yields
@ jSEj
=
@
jSEj

(1

)

xc
pn n

wf (1
) zf
p xz x z

1

; at the macro-level.
(17)
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Since the right hand side of (17) is unambiguously negative, this and a comparison of (17) with (15) gives the last proposition of this study as follows:
Proposition 5. Provided ful…llment of Assumption 1, at the macro-level,
income-replacement based parental leave bene…ts unambiguously reduces the
magnitude of the substitution e¤ect. However, the reduction is at the macrolevel smaller than at the micro-level if " 1 (i.e. if income-replacement based
parental leave bene…ts unambiguously reduce the magnitude of the substitution
e¤ect at the micro-level).
The bottom line of Propositions 2 and 4 is that, at the micro-level, the
reduction of the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect from Swedish family
policy is overall most likely rather small. On the one hand, if bought-in child
care and domestic child care are strong substitudes, then a child care subsidy
reduces unambiguously the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect. However, in
this case income-replacement based parental leave bene…ts have an ambiguous e¤ect on the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect. On the other hand,
if bought-in child care and domestic child care are weak substitudes, then
income-replacement based parental leave bene…ts unambiguously reduce the
magnitude of the substitution e¤ect. However, in this case a child care subsidy has an ambiguous e¤ect on the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect. As
a consequence, it seems, at the micro-level, unlikely that the recent empirical
…nding in the demographic literature of a positive e¤ect of female wages on
fertility is “real”rather than due to some empirical problems (e.g., due to the
aforementioned selection e¤ect, as argued by Kravdal, 2001). The bottom
line of Propositions 3 and 5 is that, at the macro-level, Swedish family policy
unambiguously reduces the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect. However,
for each of the two family policies the e¤ect at the macro-level is smaller than
at the micro level, if the substitutability between bought-in child care and
domestic child care is such that the e¤ect at the micro-level is unambiguous.
Since in addition, according to Proposition 1, the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect is at the macro-level larger than at the micro level, it seems also
at the macro-level unlikely that in Sweden an increase in the female wage
has a positive e¤ect on fertility.
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4

Summary

Recent demographic literature shows in Swedish micro-level data a positive
e¤ect of female wage income or female education on fertility. The literature explains this …nding with Swedish family policies of high subsidies for
bought-in child care and generous parental leave bene…ts that are calculated
on the basis of a woman’s prior wage income. Both policies would cause the
substitution e¤ect from an increase in female wages on fertilty to be dominated by its income e¤ect. This paper shows within an economic model that
there are o¤setting e¤ects from Swedish family policy that cause the reduction of the substitution e¤ect from an increase in female wages on fertility to
be most likely rather small.
It is shown that child care subsidies only unambiguously reduce the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect at the micro-level, if bought-in child care
and domestic child care are strong substitudes. In contrast, parental leave
bene…ts that are calculated on the basis of a woman’s prior wage income only
unambiguously reduce the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect, if bought-in
child care and domestic child care are weak substitudes. This is caused by
the fact that the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect depends positively on
the budget share of domestic child care in total child care cost. Further, child
care subsidies make bought-in child care more a¤ordable relative to domestic
child care. In contrast, parental leave bene…ts that are calculated on the basis of a woman’s prior wage income make domestic child care more a¤ordable
relative to bought-in child care. Hence, the budget share of domestic child
care in total child care cost is in‡uenced from a change of the price of boughtin child care relative to the opportunity cost of domestic child care. Whether
it rises or falls depends on the substitutability between bought-in child care
and domestic child care. Since therefore only one of the two Swedish family
policies can unambiguously reduce the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect,
it seems rather unlikely that, at the micro-level, in Sweden the e¤ect from
an increase in female wages on fertility is positive.
At the macro-level the substitutability between bought-in child care and
domestic child care is irrrelevant and child care subsidies and parental leave
bene…ts both unambiguously reduce the substitution e¤ect. However, for
each family policy the e¤ect at the macro-level is smaller than at the microlevel, if the substitutability between bought-in child care and domestic child
care is such that the e¤ect at the micro-level is an unambiguous. The reason
for this is the facts that provision of bought-in child care requires input of
16

female labour. Therefore, an increase in the aggregate female wage increases
not only the opportunity cost of domestic child care, but also the price of
bought-in child care. As a consequence, at the macro-level the magnitude of
the substitution e¤ect depends on the sum of the budget share of domestic
child care in total child care cost and the budget share of bought-in child
care in total child care cost, which of course equals one. Therefore, at the
macro-level the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect is independent of the
price of bought-in child care relative to the opportunity cost of domestic
child care. In contrast, at the micro-level the magnitude of the substitution
e¤ect depends only on the budget share of domestic child care in total child
care cost, because at the micro-level the price of bought in child care is given
for each woman. For this reason, at the macro-level the magnitude of the
substitution e¤ect does dependent on the price of bought-in child care relative
to the opportunity cost of domestic child care. In addition, the fact that at
the macro-level the magnitude of the substitution e¤ect depends on the sum
of the budget shares of domestic child care and bought-in child care in total
child care cost, while at the micro-level it depends only on the budget share
of domestic child care in total child care cost, implies that the magnitude
of the substitution e¤ect itself is at the macro-level larger than at the micro
level. As a consequence, it seems also at the macro-level unlikely that in
Sweden an increase in the female wage has a positive e¤ect on fertility.
The present study does not deny that Swedish family policy probably has
a positive direct e¤ect on the TFR and the FLP, as shown model-theoretically
by Apps and Rees (2004). However, it is argued that demographers most
likely went too far in arguing that Swedish family policy also reversed the
sign of the e¤ect from female wages on fertility from a negative to a positive
value.
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Appendix: Derivation of (2.2) and (2.3) in Table 2
1

1

Maximisation of (1.3) in Table 1 n = xz + xc
straint (1.4) in Table 1 pn n = pxz xz + xc yields
xz = pxz xc ^ xc = pxz xz

1

subject to the con-

(18)

Combining the …rst, respectively, the second equation in (18) with the budget
constraint (1.4) in Table 1 gives

xc =
xz =

1
p1xz

+1

p xz
p1xz + 1

pn n;

(19)

pn n:

(20)

Multiplying both sides of (20) with pxz yields (2.3) in Table 2. Substituting
(19) and (20) in (1.3) in Table 1 and rearranging gives rise to (2.3) in Table
2.

References
Adsera, A. (2005), Vanishing Children. From High Unemployment to Low
Fertility in Europe, American Economic Review, Papers and Proceedings 95, 189-193.
Andersson, G. (1999), Childbearing trends in Sweden, 1961-1997, European
Journal of Population 15, 1-24.
Andersson, G. (2000), The Impact of Labour-Force Participation on Childbearing Behavior: Pro-Cyclical Fertility in Sweden during the 1980s
and the 1990s, European Journal of Population 16, 293-333.
Andersson, G. (2005), A Study on Policies and Practices in Selected Countries that Encourage Childbirth: The Case of Sweden, Working Paper 2005-05, Max-Plank Institute for Demographic Research, Rostock,
Germany.

18

Andersson, G., Duvander, A.-Z. and Hank. K. (2004), Do Child-Care Characteristics In‡uence Continued Child Bearing in Sweden? An Investigation of the Quantity, Quality, and Price Dimension, Journal of European Social Policy 14, 407-418.
Andersson, G., Duvander, A.-Z. and Hank, K. (2005), Erwerbsstatus und
Familienentwicklung in Schweden aus paarbezogener Perspektive, Zeitschrift
für Familienforschung, special issue on „Männer –Das ‚vernachlässigte’
Geschlecht in der Familienforschung”, 220-234.
Ahn, N and Mira, P, (2002), A Note on the Changing Relationship Between
Fertility and Female Employment Rates in Developed Countries, Journal of Population Economics 15, 667-682.
Apps, P. F. and Rees, R. (2004), Fertility, Taxation and Family Policy,
Scandinavian Journal of Economics 106, 745-763.
Berinde, D. (1999), Pathways to a Third Child in Sweden, European Journal
of Population 15, 349-378.
Bertelsmann Foundation (2006), International Reform Monitor, available
at http://www.reformmonitor.org.
Björklund, A. (2006), Does Family Policy A¤ect Fertility?: Lessons from
Sweden, Journal of Population Economics 19, 3-24.
Bongaarts, J. and Feeney, G. (1998), On the Quantum and Tempo of Fertility, Population and Development Review 24, 271-291.
Bruning, G. and Plantenga, J. (1999), Parental Leave and Equal Opportunities: Experiences in eight European Countries, Journal of European
Social Policies 9, 195-209.
Da Rocha, J. M. and Fuster, L. (2006), Why are Female Participation and
Fertility Rates Positively Correlated Across OECD Countries?, International Economic Review, forthcoming.
Duvander, A.-Z. and Andersson, G. (2003), När har vi råd att ska¤a ‡er
barn? En studie om hur inkomst påverkar fortsatt barnafödande, RFV
analyserar 8, Riksförsäkringsverket (RFV), Stockholm.

19

Ermisch, J. (1989), Purchased Child Care, Optimal Family Size and Mother’s
Employment: Theory and Econometric Analysis, Journal of Population
Economics 2, 79-102.
Ermisch, J. (2003), An Economic Analysis of the Family, Princeton University Press, Princeton, New Jersey.
Esping-Andersen, G. (1999), Social Foundations of Postindustrial Economies,
Oxford University Press, Oxford.
Fraser Institute (1997), Economic Freedom of the World: 1997 Annual Report, available at http://oldfraser.lexi.net/publications/books/econ_free/
Galor, O. and Weil, D.N. (1996), The Gender Gap, Fertility, and Growth,
American Economic Review 86, 374-387.
Gustafsson, S. and Sta¤ord, F. P. (1995), Links Between Early Childhood
Programs and Maternal Employment in Three Countries’, The Future
of the Children 5, special issue on “Long-Term Outcomes of Early
Childhood Programs”, 161-174.
Heckman, J.J and Walker, J.R.(1990), The Relationship Between Wages
and Income and the Timing and Spacing of Births: Evidence from
Swedish Longitudinal Data, Econometrica 58, 1411-1441.
Hoem, B. (1996), The Social Meaning of the Age at Second Birth for ThirdBirth Fertility: A Methodological Note on the Need to Sometimes Respecify an Intermediate Variable, Yearbook of Population Research in
Finland 33, 333-339.
Hoem, B (2000), Entry into Motherhood in Sweden: The In‡uence of Economic Factors on the Rise and Fall of Fertility, 1986-1997, Demographic Research [online] 2(4) available at http://www.demographicresearch.org/Volumes/Vol2/4/2-4.pdf
Hoem, B. and Hoem, J.M. (1989), The Impact of Women’s Employment on
Second and Third Births in Modern Sweden, Population Studies 43,
47-67.
Hoem, B. and Hoem, J.M. (1996), Sweden’s Family Policies and RollerCoaster Fertility, Jinko Mondai Kenkyu (Journal of Population Problems) 52, 1-22.
20

Hoem, B. and Hoem, J.M. (1999), Fertility Trends in Sweden up to 1996,
Population Bulletin (United Nations) 40/41, 318-333.
Hoem, J.M. (2005), Why Does Sweden Have such High fertility?, Demographic Research 13, 559-572, available at http://www.demographicresearch.org/volumes/vol13/22/13-22.pdf
Kögel, T. (2006), An Explanation of the Positive Correlation Between Fertility and Female Employment Across Western European Countries,
Paper presented at the European Population Conference 2006 in Liverpool.
Köppen, K.(2004), The Compatibility Betweeen Work and Family Life
- An Empirical Study of Second Birth Risks in West Germany and
France, Working Paper 2004-15, Max-Plank Institute for Demographic
Research, Rostock, Germany.
Kravdal, O. (1992), The Emergence of a Positive Relation Between Education and Third Birth Rates in Norway with Supportive Evidence from
the United States, Population Studies 46, 459- 475.
Kravdal, O. (2001) The High Fertility of College Educated Women in Norway: An Artefact of the Separate Modeling of each Parity Transition.
Demographic Research 5, 187-216, available at http://www.demographicresearch.org/volumes/vol5/6/5-6.pdf
Kreyenfeld, M. (2002), Time Squeeze, Partner E¤ect or Self-Selection?: An
Investigation into the Positive E¤ect of Women’s Education on Second
Birth Risks in West Germany, Demographic Research 7, 15-48, available
at http://www.demographic-research.org/Volumes/Vol7/2/7-2.pdf
Kreyenfeld, M. and Zabel, C. (2005), Female Education and the Second
Child: Great Britain and Western Germany Compared, Schmollers
Jahrbuch 125, 145-156.
Lesthaeghe, R. and Moors, G. (2000), Recent Trends in Fertility and Household Formation in the Industrialised World, Review of Population and
Social Policy 9, 121-170.
Martinez, D.F. and Iza, A. (2004),. Skill Premium E¤ects on Fertility and
Female Labor Supply, Journal of Population Economics 17, 1-16.
21

Olah, L. (2003), Gendering Fertility: Second Births in Sweden and Hungary,
Population Research and Policy Review 22: 171-200.
Pylkkänen, E. and Smith, N. (2003), Career Interruptions Due to Parental
Leave, OECD Social Employment and Migration Working Papers No.
1.
Rindfuss, R. R., Guzzo, K. B. and Morgan, S. P. (2003), The Changing
Institutional Context of Low Fertility, Population Research and Policy
Review 22, 411-438.
Sobotka, T. (2004), Is Lowest-Low Fertility in Europe Explained by the
Postponement of Childbearing?, Population and Development Review
30, 195-220.
Tasiran, A. C. (1995), Fertility Dynamics: Spacing and Timing of Births in
Sweden and in the United States, In: Contributions to To Economic
Analysis Series, No. 229, North-Holland, Amsterdam.
Tasiran, A. C. (2002), A Reply to Walker’s Note: A Comment on Tasiran’s
‘Wage and Income E¤ects on the Timing and Spacing of Births in
Sweden and in the United States’, Journal of Population Economics
15, 783-796.
Vikat, A.(2004), Women’s Labour Force Attachment and Childbearing in
Finland, Demographic Research S3, 177-212, available at http://www.
demographic-research.org/special/3/8/S3-8.pdf
Walker, J. R. (1995), The E¤ect of Public Policies on Recent Swedish Fertility Behaviour, Journal of Population Economics 8, 223-251.
Walker, J. R. (2002), A Comment on Ali Tasiran’s ‘Wage and Income E¤ects
on the Timing and Spacing of Births in Sweden and in the United
States’, Journal of Population Economics 15, 773-782.

22

