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Brief guide to publications submitted

The publications submitted relate to the research field of Historical
Geography, and form the core of a wider range of works which I have
published over a period of twenty-five years.

This selection represents in

my view a sustained, substantial and original contribution to knowledge.

CONTEXT
Historical geography - the geography or possible geography of the past has a long and strong tradition in Britain, and has developed along varied
routes and in varied 'schools' since the mid-1930's.

The early traditions

related to the detailed reconstruction of the geography of places and
phenomena in the past.

It was within this tradition that my early work on

the 'reconstruction' of the geography of rural England in the early modern
period was located.

A long period of sustained research in and on Ireland

occasioned a change of research topics and source materials.

Throughout

the whole period covered by the publications submitted I sustained a keen
awareness of broader changes in the methodologies and theories of
historical and human geography, and addressed some aspects in early
publications.

More recently, hm,ever, I have sought in an intensive way

to focus particularly on the problems of methodology and theory in
historical geography, and my recent work is a reflection of this proper
concern of the mature scholar.

Hy concern here has been as much to clarify

and refine the methodological and theoretical structures for future work of
both a theoretical and empirical kind.

My published work as a whole

reflects the continued engagement of theory and practice.

TIlE GROUPS OF PUBLICATIONS
The works cited fall into three groups.

Group A is concerned with the

historical geography of England (one includes Wales, one the Whole of
Britain) mainly, though not entirely in the period Se 1600-1900.
8

Group B

concerns aspects of the historical geography of Ireland, and Group C is my
main work on theory and methodology in historical geography.
The material in Group A derives from an initial research interest in the
nature and functioning of rural societies and landscapes in the past.
Early publications(e.g. A2) reflected development of some earlier
postgraduate research on Northumberland, which over the following ten years
was further developed and extended to a broader regional (AS) and
conceptual (A4, A6) basis.

In many respects the zenith of this work was

the material published on Northumberland and Durham in the major work (A4,
AS, A6) on Studies of Field Systems in the British Isles.

The chapter On

Northumberland and Durham is accepted as the authentic work on the field
systems (some would prefer the term 'open fields') of that region, and it
is recognised that I added much detail and analysis to this problem.
Brassley's recent account (Brassley, 1984) of the Regional Farming Systems
of Northumberland and Durham relies very heavily on my work., The work as a
whole has become the standard work on the subject, and is discussed and
widely cited in a wide range of articles and books published in the last
ten years or so (e.g. Kerridge, 1976;
1980: RO\<ley, 1981;

Baker. 1979;

Dodgshon, 1979, 1980;

!-liller and Hatcher, 1978).

Dahlmann,
Subsequent

work on enclosure was a logical extension of the studies of open field
systems (A3, A7, A9, AI0).

The work on enclosure and improvement has

attracted support, notably the essay on pre-parliamentary enclosure, which
Wordie (1983) has recently used to support his thesis on the importance of
pre-parliamentary enclosure in England.

The broader contexts of this work

were enunciated in publications AB, All and A12, and although these were
designed for a readership broader than that of a monograph audience, they
incorporated original research and have attracted sympathetic comment.
A.12, for example has recently been cited by Outhwaite (1986) in his
overview of progress and backwardness in English agriculture, 1500-1600,
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and by Searle (1986) in his work on the customary economy of Cumbria in the
eighteenth century.
The range of material in Group B represents both continuity with and change
from my earlier work.

Continuity is represented by work on aspects of

rural Ireland (BS, B6, B7, Bll), and change by the works on the historical
geography of urban development in Ireland (Bl, B2,

B~

B8, B9).

The urban

work I feel to have been of particular significance, in so far as there had
been little attempt previously to provide a comprehensive theoretical and
analytical framework for the study of urban development in Ireland.

The

book The Development of the Irish Town, published in 1977, has been
extensively used as a criterion and critical reference point for subsequent
studies (Graham, 1979;

Harkness and O'Dowd, 1981; Simms, 1979, 1981;

Clarke and Simms, 1985;

Atlas of Ireland, 1979) which have naturally

modified some of its perspectives, particularly on urban origins (B8).

The

Hearth Tax Returns work on the population of Dublin (B2) is extensively
referenced in works on the use of the Hearth Tax and in studies of urban
demographic history.

In many respects the Irish material represents a

series of pioneering works in what had been a relatively untilled field,
including BI0 - part of a major publication by an inter-disciplinary group.
Section C requires little comment.

It represents in all aspects a

continuing and expanding conceptual framework and terms of reference.
Initially concerned with terminology (Cl) and tentative revisions (C2) of
view, this work has broadened in horizon and scope to address complex yet
critical questions in historical and human geography (CS, C6, C7) against
the changing background of quantitative, post-positivist, humanist and
post-modernist approaches.

In these works I have attempted to stress the

continuing importance of retention, albeit in modified form, of earlier
traditions of the 'classical' schools of historical geography (represented
by different traditions from the Cambridge and Aberystwyth 'schools' for
10

example) together with the excitements of new theoretical dimensions and
developments.

Two of the works included (C4, C7) address questions in the

context of European development.

The European context is of increasing

importance in my research in historical geography, and forms the basis of
my forthcoming work on fenland community development and the history of
historical geography in Western Europe.
The works cited represent a logical evolutionary pattern of research
activity, and most of them have provided platforms for a wide range of
linked researches by others, including starting-points for postgraduate
research.

My work is well known and widely acknowledged.

In addition to

the work submitted, it will doubtless be noted that I have edited a series
of works in the field of historical geography (Croom Helm) which I believe
have been influential in the subject's development.
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