ONLY CONNECT:
Harnessing the Power of ORCID
ORCID’s vision of identifying and connecting researchers to their contributions and affiliations is made possible by our global community
— individuals and organizations that support the use of persistent identifiers (PIDs) for people, places, and things. This interdependent,
interoperable network of identifiers and the systems that use them reliably connects researchers with their organizations and contributions,
increasing transparency and trust in scholarly communications, as well as enabling recognition for individuals and organizations alike.
Dr. Leo Carlin interacts with many of these systems as a researcher at the University of Glasgow. This tour of his ORCID record highlights the many
types of PID associated with his work, as well as how these PIDs enable powerful connections between the systems he interacts with.

Identifiers for People
There are many PIDs for people
— organizational, national, and
international — that can be connected
to an ORCID record. Unlike these other
person identifiers, ORCID iDs are open
and interoperable, meaning they can be
embedded in any system or platform,
and are persistent across disciplines,
borders, and time.

Identifiers for Places
Organization identifiers are needed in
order for researchers to reliably connect
themselves with the organizations they
are affiliated with and vice versa – even
if the organizations themselves change
their name or location.

Identifiers for Things:
Contributions

Identifiers for Things:
Funding Awards

Like a person’s name, journal or
dataset titles are unreliable; PIDs for
contributions such as works, are needed
for discoverability and interoperability,
as they enable persistent connections
across different systems. ORCID supports
the use of several different identifiers for
contributions, including DOIs.

PIDs for grants and other funding
awards – including funding in kind,
such as research resource use -- allow
funders to be associated with their
grantees, and with the papers, software,
data, and other outputs from the
research they have funded.

