
APPENDIX A: DESCRIPTION OF THE REAL COST ADVERTISEMENTS 

Ad Description Text  

So 
Bossy 

A teenage girl sitting at a 
table in her school 
cafeteria complains 
about a relationship we 
imagine is with a 
classmate. At the end of 
the ad, we see a shot of 
her standing outside 
smoking, and we realize 
she is talking about 
nicotine dependence. 

Teen: First I didn’t take him seriously. I had heard the 
stories but I thought they were way overblown, but over 
time he became like, really annoying. 
Everywhere I went he had to follow. And bossy, so bossy! 

“Let’s go outside now!” 
No, I’m talking to Jack. 

“Outside now!” 
It’s pouring! 

“Outside now!” 
Well, fine. 
He was so needy. 

“I haven’t seen you in so long!” 
Uh, yeah you did, like a little while ago. 

“But I miss you so much!” 
He started taking my money… 
Voiceover: none 
Tag Line: Don’t let tobacco control you. 
Text in closing shot: 
The Real Cost. TheRealCost.gov 
FDA Brought to you by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration 

Bully A tiny, repellent man 
bullies and controls 
teens a hundred times 
his size. At the end of 
the ad, we realize he 
represents cigarettes and 
nicotine dependence. 

Bully: Heeey, Buddy! Let’s take a little walk! 
When I say go outside, we go outside. 
When I say fork it over, you fork it over. 
Hey. When I say, “Pause the movie,” we pause the movie. 
C’mon big boy. Pucker up. 
Voiceover: Cigarettes are bullies. Don’t let tobacco 
control you. 
Tag line: Cigarettes are bullies. Don’t let tobacco control 
you. 
Text in closing shot: 
The Real Cost. TheRealCost.gov 
FDA Brought to you by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration 



Ad Description Text  

Your 
Skin 

It is night. A teenage girl 
enters the Circus Jiffy, a 
creepy convenience 
store. Finding she 
doesn’t have enough 
money for a pack of 
cigarettes, she peels the 
skin off her cheek. The 
shopkeeper looks 
slightly uncomfortable, 
but accepts this as 
payment. 

Teen: Pack of cigarettes. 
Shopkeeper: You need a little more honey. 
Voiceover: What’s a pack of smokes cost? Your smooth 
skin.  
Shopkeeper: See you again.  
Voiceover: Smoking causes wrinkles which age you 
prematurely. What are cigarettes costing you? 
Tag Line: None 
Text in closing shot: 
The Real Cost. TheRealCost.gov 
FDA Brought to you by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration 

Your 
Teeth 

It is night. A teenage 
boy enters the Circus 
Jiffy, a creepy 
convenience store. 
Finding he doesn’t have 
enough money for a 
pack of cigarettes, he 
takes out a pair of pliers 
and uses them to pull out 
one of his own teeth. 
The shopkeeper appears 
a bit disgusted, but 
accepts this as payment. 

Teen: Pack of cigarettes, please. 
Shopkeeper: It’s not enough. 
Voiceover: What’s a pack of smokes cost? Your teeth. 
Smoking causes serious gum disease which makes you 
more likely to lose ‘em. 
Shopkeeper: See you again.  
Voiceover: What are cigarettes costing you? 
Tag Line: None 
Text in closing shot: 
The Real Cost. TheRealCost.gov 
FDA Brought to you by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration 



Ad Description Text  

Stay in 
Control 

Vignettes from teen 
Amanda Green’s life at 
school, home and out 
with friends, closing 
with a shot of her sitting 
at a table outside of 
school, with a paper in 
her hand. The paper rolls 
up into a cigarette, and 
we understand it to be a 
contract. 

Teen: I, Amanda Green, am at a point in my life when I’m 
not a kid anymore. Now that I finally have freedom to define 
who I am, I hereby agree to be bound to you, to let you 
decide how I spend my money, to let you set my boundaries, 
and to come running the instant you snap your fingers. With 
this contract, I relinquish part of my freedom to you. 
 
Voiceover: There’s a contract in every cigarette. When 
you light up, you sign up. Don’t let tobacco control you. 
 
Tag line: Don’t let tobacco control you. Know the Real 
Cost. 
 
Text in closing shot: 
The Real Cost. TheRealCost.gov 
FDA Brought to you by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration 

7000 It is night. A teenage 
boy steps out of the 
house to smoke. As he 
lights up, an army of 
demon-like creatures 
rises up out of a 
swampy, wooded area 
that is engulfed in 
flames and races toward 
him. When the creatures 
reach him, they turn into 
smoke, which the teen 
inhales. We recognize 
that the creatures 
represent the toxic 
chemicals in cigarette 
smoke. The teen coughs. 

Voiceover: Every time you smoke, there’s a toxic mix of 
over 7,000 chemicals coming for you. That’s the Real Cost. 
 
Tag Line: #7000chemicals. 
 
Text in closing shot: 
The Real Cost. TheRealCost.gov 
FDA Brought to you by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration 

 


