
Methods Supplement 

Switching Tracks:  Downstream Effects of Dispositional Inferences on Confirmation Biases 

Experiment 1 

1. Narrative instructions.  We can create stories about based around a single action.  We want to 
see whether you can create a story about people based on behaviors that they performed.  You 
are going to see a series of sentences on the screen.  Each sentence will appear for 5 seconds.  
The sentences describe people performing different behaviors. As you read each sentence, 
please try to mentally create a story of the person it describes.  You will then have 1 minute to 
write your story based on the sentence you read.  Press the space bar and the sentences will 
begin. 

2. Impression instructions. We can form impressions on people based on very little information 
about them.  We want to see whether you can form impressions of others based on learning 
behaviors that they performed.  You are going to see a series of sentences on the screen.  Each 
sentence will appear for 5 seconds.  The sentences describe people performing different 
behaviors. As you read each sentence, please try to mentally form an impression of the person it 
describes.  You will then have 1 minute to describe your impression of the individual depicted in 
the sentence.  Press the space bar and the sentences will begin. 

Stimulus sentences (each paired with a photograph) 

1. Susan walked around the block.  
2. Christopher slipped an extra $50 into his girlfriend’s purse.  
3. Kim woke up early for class.  
4. Eric invited his new neighbors over for dinner.  
5. Sally snuck a peak at her reflection.  
6. Tom left his backpack on the subway seat.  
7. Alice complained about the service in the restaurant.  
8. Set A: Jim was unable to make eye-contact during the interview. 
9. Set B: Jim carefully recorded the meeting in his appointment book.  
10. Set A: Emily walked into the waitress and the food spilled onto the floor.  
11. Set B: Emily stopped her car and motioned the pedestrians to cross.  
12. Dennis told his father that he broke the vase.  
13. Harriet left her mom with 20 pounds of laundry.  
14. Gary saw a friend across the street.  

 

Learning Phase.  In this portion of the experiment, you will see a person’s face paired with a behavior.  
Each person will be paired with multiple behaviors. Please memorize all the behaviors paired with each 
person.  After viewing all behaviors, we will test your memory.  When you are ready for the learning 
phase, press the space to begin. 



Behaviors to be learned presented in a scrambled order (each paired with a photograph 

Behaviors paired with photograph of familiar Target 1  

1. Shoveled her elderly neighbor's driveway. 
2. Made dinner for her family so her mom could relax.   
3. Walked her roommate’s dog while he was at work. 
4. Held the door open for the expectant mother. 
5. Stepped on her partner’s feet when learning a new dance. 
6. Bumped into the doorframe and bruised her arm. 
7. Knocked a drink over onto her notebook. 
8. Tripped over a crack in the sidewalk. 
9. Dropped the bill in the mailbox. 
10. Went to a restaurant after work 
11. Took two hours primping herself for class. 
12. Spent $100 to get her hair dyed the perfect shade of chestnut. 

 

Behaviors paired with photograph of familiar Target 2 

1. Color-coded his class notes based on topic. 
2. Arranged his closet by type and season of clothing. 
3. Put everything back in place after the party. 
4. Arranged his computer files using a hierarchy of labeled folders. 
5. Blushed and looked away when a group of girls walked by. 
6. Was scared to meet his girlfriend’s parents. 
7. Felt his face turned red when the professor asked him to read aloud to the class. 
8. Couldn't find the courage to get up on stage and perform with the group. 
9. Did not feel like moving the desk. 
10. Tutored a classmate to earn extra credit. 
11. Volunteered to work an extra shift. 
12. Waited for his car to be repaired. 

 

Behaviors paired with photograph of unfamiliar Target 1 

1. Received the highest score in her chemistry class. 
2. Solved the mystery halfway through the book. 
3. Was accepted into a prestigious PhD program in neurobiology. 
4. Answered all the questions correctly while watching Jeopardy. 
5. Campaigned to be student body president. 
6. Wrote a letter to her Congressman. 
7. Hosted a gathering to watch the primary election debates. 
8. Was eager to finally vote in a national election. 



9. Hung the painting on the wall. 
10. Fidgeted with her watch. 
11. Chewed on her nails until it was her time to speak. 
12. Picked out a bouquet of flowers. 

Behaviors paired with photograph of unfamiliar Target 2 

1. Rode his bike through the mountains all afternoon. 
2. Set the school record for fastest mile.  
3. Swam to the other end of the pool. 
4. Was hired to be a private trainer at a health club. 
5. Interrupted his professor during a class activity. 
6. Stepped in front of an old man in line. 
7. Ignored his mother at the restaurant. 
8. Cut off another driver on the interstate. 
9. Bought his girlfriend the expensive watch she wanted. 
10. Made a large donation to a local homeless shelter. 
11. Went shopping for groceries. 
12. Changed a light bulb in the hallway. 

 

Testing Phase instructions.  In this portion of the experiment, you will see a person’s face only.  As you 
see each face, please write down all the behaviors that were paired with the face during the learning 
phase.  If you can’t remember the exact behavior, please write your best guess.  After writing the paired 
word, press the space bar to go on to the next photo.  If you do not press the space bar, a new photo 
will appear after 3 minutes have elapsed.  Press the space bar when you are ready for the test to begin. 

 

 

Experiment 2 

1. Narrative instructions. We can create stories based around a single action.  We want to see 
whether you can create a story about an event based on a single behavior.  You are going to see 
a series of sentences on the screen.  Each sentence will appear for 5 seconds.  The sentences 
describe people performing different behaviors. As you read each sentence, please try to 
mentally create a story of the event it describes.  You will then have 1 minute to write your story 
based on the sentence you read.   Press the space bar and the sentences will begin. 

2. Impression instructions.   We can form impressions on people based on a single action.  We 
want to see whether you can form an impression of a person based on a single behavior.  You 
are going to see a series of sentences on the screen.  Each sentence will appear for 5 seconds.  
The sentences describe people performing different behaviors. As you read each sentence, 
please try to mentally form an impression of the person it describes.  You will then have 1 



minutes to describe your impression of the individual depicted in the sentence.   Press the space 
bar and the sentences will begin. 

Stimulus sentences (each paired with a photograph) 

1. Kelly fidgeted with her watch. 
2. Tom left his backpack on the subway seat. 
3. Kim tripped over a crack in the sidewalk. 
4. Jim carefully recorded the meeting in his appointment book. 
5. Sally snuck a peek at her reflection. 
6. Chad blushed and looked away when a group of girls walked by. 
7. Alice complained about the service in the restaurant. 
8. Eric invited his new neighbors over for dinner. 
9. Jenny stopped her car and motioned for the pedestrians to cross. 
10. Dennis told his father that he broke the vase. 
11. Harriet left her mom with 20 pounds of laundry. 
12. Gary saw a friend across the street. 

 
Instructions.  In the final portion of this study, you will read a few brief paragraphs.  We will then ask 
you some questions about the paragraph. 

New paragraph (presented with photograph of target) 

The new student was assigned to be Kim’s partner for the ballroom dancing 
classes. 

When the music started, the dancers began the Viennese Waltz.  It was a 
challenging dance, but the students glided gracefully across the room. 

Except for Kim and her partner.  Kim tried to follow his lead, but instead she 
stepped on his feet and bumped her head into his arm. 

She knew the steps perfectly, but she could not execute them without running 
into her partner.  Kim was unable to coordinate their steps with the rhythm of the 
music.  She could not wait until the song ended. 

Using only information from the previous paragraph, please rate Kim on the following scale: 
1 = not at all to 7 = extremely: 

1. Clumsy 
2. Coordinated 
3. Kind 
4. Graceful 
5. Patient 

 



Experiment 3 

1. Narrative instructions. We can create stories based around a single action.  We want to see 
whether you can create a story about an event based on a single behavior.  You are going to see 
a series of sentences on the screen.  Each sentence will appear for 5 seconds.  The sentences 
describe people performing different behaviors. As you read each sentence, please try to 
mentally create a story of the event it describes.  You will then have 1 minute to write your story 
based on the sentence you read.   Press the space bar and the sentences will begin. 

2. Impression instructions.   We can form impressions on people based on a single action.  We 
want to see whether you can form an impression of a person based on a single behavior.  You 
are going to see a series of sentences on the screen.  Each sentence will appear for 5 seconds.  
The sentences describe people performing different behaviors. As you read each sentence, 
please try to mentally form an impression of the person it describes.  You will then have 1 
minutes to describe your impression of the individual depicted in the sentence.   Press the space 
bar and the sentences will begin. 

Stimulus sentences set A (each paired with a photograph) 

1. Tom left his backpack on the subway seat. 
2. Sarah wrote a letter to her Congressman. 
3. Dennis told his father that he broke the vase. 
4. Alice complained about the service in the new restaurant. 
5. Kurt solved the mystery halfway through the book. 
6. Kim tripped over a crack in the sidewalk. 
7. Jim carefully recorded the meeting in his appointment book. 
8. Jenny left her mom with 20 pounds of laundry. 
9. Sally snuck a peek at her reflection. 
10. Harriet invited her new neighbors over for dinner. 

 

Stimulus sentences set B (each paired with a photograph) 

 
1. Tom left his backpack on the subway seat. 
2. Sarah wrote a letter to her Congressman. 
3. Dennis told his father that he broke the vase. 
4. Alice complained about the service in the new restaurant. 
5. Kurt solved the mystery halfway through the book. 
6. Eric stopped his car and motioned the pedestrians to cross. 
7. Elaine fidgeted with her watch as she waited. 
8. Chad blushed and looked away when a group of girls walked by.  
9. Sally snuck a peek at her reflection. 
10. Harriet invited her new neighbors over for dinner. 



Interview task instructions.  On the next few slides, you will see a photograph of a person.  We'd like 
you to imagine that you have a chance to interview the person in the photograph.  You will see a 
photograph of a person and a choice of two questions to ask the person.  After reading their answers, 
you will get a chance to ask more questions.  Please choose the questions that will best help you decide 
whether your impressions about the person in the photograph are true. 

Target 1 

1. If you could choose to stay a certain age forever, what age would it be? 
What chore do you absolutely hate doing? 

2. If you won the lottery, what is the first thing you would do? 
If you were immortal for a day, what would you do? 

3. In what situations are you most likely to think of your own needs before others? 
In what situations are you most likely to put others' needs before your own? 

4. What is your favorite form of exercise? 
When you have 30 minutes of free-time, how do you pass the time? 

5. What would you do if you wanted to help someone feel better? 
Describe a time that you were in a bad mood and you took it out on those around you. 

Target 2 

1. What factors make it hard for you to really open up to people? 
In what situations are you most talkative? 

2. What kinds of situations do you avoid when you want to have quiet time alone? 
What kinds of situations do you seek out if you want to meet new people? 

3. What would you do if you wanted to liven things up at a party? 
What kinds of things do you dislike about loud parties? 

4. What do you miss most about being a kid? 
What story does your family always tell about you? 

5. In what situations do you wish you could be more outgoing? 
If you were going throw a huge bash, what occasion would it be for? 

Target 3 

1. Would you describe yourself as religious? 
What are your career goals? 

2. Under what circumstances is your desk most cluttered? 
Under what circumstances is your desk most orderly? 

3. What celebrity do you think is most similar to you? 
What reality show would you want to be on? 

4. What advice would you give to someone who can't get organized? 
What types of appointments do you often forget? 

5. What's your favorite outdoor activity? 
What's your favorite cereal? 



Target 4 

1. Describe your ideal Saturday afternoon 
What class do you find most challenging? 
2. Describe a time that your heart beat like crazy. 
Describe a time that you felt completely calm. 
3. What advice would you give a friend who is feeling stressed out? 
What thoughts keep you awake at night? 
4. What tattoo do you have or hope to get? 
What secret do you keep from your parents? 
5. Describe a time when you felt calm despite chaos around you. 
Describe a time when felt stressed out. 

 

Experiment 4a 

1. Narrative instructions. We can create stories based around a single action.  We want to see 
whether you can create a story about an event based on a single behavior.  You are going to see 
a series of sentences on the screen.  Each sentence will appear for 5 seconds.  The sentences 
describe people performing different behaviors. As you read each sentence, please try to 
mentally create a story of the event it describes.  You will then have 1 minute to write your story 
based on the sentence you read.   Press the space bar and the sentences will begin. 

2. Impression instructions.   We can form impressions on people based on a single action.  We 
want to see whether you can form an impression of a person based on a single behavior.  You 
are going to see a series of sentences on the screen.  Each sentence will appear for 5 seconds.  
The sentences describe people performing different behaviors. As you read each sentence, 
please try to mentally form an impression of the person it describes.  You will then have 1 
minutes to describe your impression of the individual depicted in the sentence.   Press the space 
bar and the sentences will begin. 

Stimulus sentences set (each paired with a photograph) 

1. Jim carefully recorded the meeting in his appointment book. 
2. Jenny left her mom with 20 pounds of laundry. 
3. Elaine fidgeted with her watch as she waited. 
4. Chad blushed and looked away when a group of girls walked by.  

Causal inference assessment 

1. Based on what you know about Jim, why do you think he carefully record the meeting in his 
appointment book? 

2. What is the likelihood that Jim would carefully record a meeting in his appointment book on a 
given day next month? 



3. In the course of his life, how often do you think Jim would carefully record meetings in his 
appointment book? 

4. Based on what you know about Jenny, why do you think she left her mom with 20 pounds of 
laundry? 

5. What is the likelihood that Jenny would leave her mom with 20 pounds of laundry on a given 
day next month? 

6. In the course of her life, how often do you think Jenny would leave her mom with 20 pounds of 
laundry? 

7. Based on what you know about Elaine, why do you think she fidgeted with her watch as she 
waited?   

8. What is the likelihood that Elaine would fidget with her watch as she waited on a given day next 
month? 

9. In the course of her life, how often do you think Elaine would fidget with her watch as she 
waits? 

10. Based on what you know about Chad, why do you think he blushed and looked away when a 
group of girls walked by?   

11. What is the likelihood that Chad would blush and look away when a group of girls walked by on 
a given day next month? 

12. In the course of his life, how often do you think Chad would blush and look away when a group 
of girls walked by? 
 

 

Experiment 4b 

Stimulus sentences set – Disposition information (each paired with a photograph) 

1. Jim is an organized person and he carefully recorded the meeting in his appointment book. 
2. Jenny is an inconsiderate person and she left her mom with 20 pounds of laundry. 

Stimulus sentences set – Situation information (each paired with a photograph) 

1. It was critical that Jim attend an important meeting and he carefully recorded the meeting in his 
appointment book. 

2. It could be difficult to wash clothes at the college dorm and Jenny left her mom with 20 pounds 
of laundry. 

Experiment 4c 

Stimulus sentences set A (each paired with a photograph) 

1. It was critical that Jim attend an important meeting. 
2. It was inconvenient for Jenny to do laundry at her college dorm. 
3. Chad is a shy person. 



4. Elaine is an anxious person. 
 

Stimulus sentences set B (each paired with a photograph) 

1. Jim is an organized person 
2. Jenny is an inconsiderate person. 
3. Chad has a crush on a girl in his class. 
4. Elaine was nervous about an upcoming appointment. 

 

Interview task for Experiments 4b and 4c 

Interview task instructions.  On the next few slides, you will see a photograph of a person.  We'd like 
you to imagine that you have a chance to interview the person in the photograph.  You will see a 
photograph of a person and a choice of two questions to ask the person.  After reading their answers, 
you will get a chance to ask more questions.  Please choose the questions that will best help you decide 
whether your impressions about the person in the photograph are true. 

Target 1 

1. If you could choose to stay a certain age forever, what age would it be? 
What chore do you absolutely hate doing? 

2. If you won the lottery, what is the first thing you would do? 
If you were immortal for a day, what would you do? 

3. In what situations are you most likely to think of your own needs before others? 
In what situations are you most likely to put others' needs before your own? 

4. What is your favorite form of exercise? 
When you have 30 minutes of free-time, how do you pass the time? 

5. What would you do if you wanted to help someone feel better? 
Describe a time that you were in a bad mood and you took it out on those around you. 

Target 2 

1. What factors make it hard for you to really open up to people? 
In what situations are you most talkative? 

2. What kinds of situations do you avoid when you want to have quiet time alone? 
What kinds of situations do you seek out if you want to meet new people? 

3. What would you do if you wanted to liven things up at a party? 
What kinds of things do you dislike about loud parties? 

4. What do you miss most about being a kid? 
What story does your family always tell about you? 

5. In what situations do you wish you could be more outgoing? 
If you were going throw a huge bash, what occasion would it be for? 



Target 3 

1. Would you describe yourself as religious? 
What are your career goals? 

2. Under what circumstances is your desk most cluttered? 
Under what circumstances is your desk most orderly? 

3. What celebrity do you think is most similar to you? 
What reality show would you want to be on? 

4. What advice would you give to someone who can't get organized? 
What types of appointments do you often forget? 

5. What's your favorite outdoor activity? 
What's your favorite cereal? 

Target 4 

1. Describe your ideal Saturday afternoon 
What class do you find most challenging? 
2. Describe a time that your heart beat like crazy. 
Describe a time that you felt completely calm. 
3. What advice would you give a friend who is feeling stressed out? 
What thoughts keep you awake at night? 
4. What tattoo do you have or hope to get? 
What secret do you keep from your parents? 
5. Describe a time when you felt calm despite chaos around you. 
Describe a time when felt stressed out. 

 

 


