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Table S1. Bootstrapped correlations between quality of life (QoL, EORTC Quality of Life Questionnaire, global health status score), emotional 

distress (anxiety and depression, Hospital Anxiety and Depression Scale), fatigue (Chalder Fatigue Scale), subjective cognitive complaints 

(SCC, Cognitive Failures Questionnaire) and dimensions of illness perceptions (Illness Perceptions Questionnaire-Revised) – identity (ID), 

timeline of illness (Time), consequences of illness (Conseq), Personal control over illness (Personal Ctrl), Treatment control (Treat Ctrl), 

Coherence, Timeline Cyclical (Cycle), and Emotional representation of illness (Emotion). Bold: moderate (.30-.49) and large (>.50) correlations 

between factors. Light grey: factors included in mediation analyses. *p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.001. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SCC Fatigue  Anxiety Depression ID Time Conseq 

 

Personal 

Ctrl 

Treat 

Ctrl 

Coherence Cycle Emotion 

QoL -.66** -.49** -.61** -.71** -.45** -.39* -.32* .09 .16 .22 -.26 -.30 

SCC  .56** .62** .56** .29* .38** .24 -.20 -.23 -.05 .18 .22 

Fatigue   .53** .58** .33* .36** .15 .04 -.03 -.002 .15 .30* 

Anxiety    .67** .44** .26 .29* -.26* -.22 -.19 .44** .58** 

Depression     .49** .32** .32* -.19 -.16 -.10 .26* .39* 

ID      .34* .07 -.28* -.27* -.33* .08 .11 

Time       .28* -.03 .02 .004 .09 .23 

Conseq        -.30* .02 -.03 .67** .59** 

Personal Ctrl         .51** .25 -.13 -.19 

Treat Ctrl          .44* -.03 .07 

Coherence           -.22 -.15 

Cycle            .69** 



Table S2. Preliminary analysis of a practical model that includes three mediation analyses describing the relationships between illness 

perceptions, quality of life and four potential mediators – anxiety, depression, fatigue, and subjective cognitive complaints. 

 

Relationship 
a (p)  

[95%CI] 

b (p)  

[95%CI] 

Direct pathway c' 

(p) [95%CI] 

Total effect 

c (p) 

[95%CI] 

Indirect pathway        

a*b [95%CI] 

Effect size [95% 

CI] 
Pm (%) 

Model/Mediation 1: IPs (Identity/Timeline) - Emotional distress (Anxiety/Depression)/Fatigue-SCC 

Identity-

Anxiety-SCC 

0.57 (.0004) [.27 to 

.88] 

1.69 (.008) [.46 to 

2.92] 

-.34 (.60) [-1.62 to 

.95] 

1.60 (0.03) 

[.19 to 3.01]  

.97 [.19 to 2.31] .18 [.04 to .42] 60% 

Identity - 

Depression 

 - SCC 

.59 (.0001)[.31 to 

.88] 
.78 (.26) [-.59 to 2.17] .47 [-.21 to 1.13] .08 [-.04 to .21] 29% 

Identity-

Fatigue-SCC 
.34 (.009) [.08 to .59] 1.46 (.04) [.07 to 2.84] .49 [-.009 to 1.20] .09 [-.002 to .21] 30% 

Timeline-

Anxiety-SCC 

.26 (.05) [-.003 to 

.52] 

1.64 (.008) [.44 to 

2.84] 

.71 (.13) [-.22 to 

1.65] 
1.65 (.003) 

[.58 to 2.72] 

.42 [.04 to 1.12] .09 [.009 to .24] 25% 

Timeline-

Depression-

SCC 

.30 (.01) [.06 to .55] .57 (.39) [-.76 to 1.89] .17 [-.18 to .51] .04 [-.04 to .11] 10% 

Timeline-

Fatigue-SCC 
.28 (.005) [.09 to .49] 

1.21 (.09) [-.19 to 

2.62] 
.35 [-.05 to .80] .08 [-.01 to .20] 21% 

Model/Mediation 2: Emotional distress (Anxiety/Depression)/Fatigue - SCC - QoL 

Anxiety - SCC 

- QoL 

2.7 (<.0001) [1.79 to 

3.6] 

-.50 (.0008) [-.79 to -

.22] 

-1.64 (.009) [-2.86 

to -.42] 

-3.00 

(<.0001) [-

4.05 to -

1.95] 

-1.36 [-2.29 to -

.57] 
-.27 [-.46 to -.12] 45% 

Depression - 

SCC - QoL 

2.58 (<.0001) [1.57 

to 3.59] 

-.42 (.0009) [-.66 to -

.18] 

-2.56 (<.0001) [-

3.66 to -1.46] 

-3.65 

(<.0001) [-

4.64 to -

2.66] 

-1.09 [-1.96 to -

.46] 
-.21 [-.35 to -.09] 30% 



Fatigue - SCC 

- QoL  

3.05 (<.0001) [1.83 

to 4.26] 

-.62 (<.0001) [-.89 to -

.34] 

-1.18 (.12) [-2.69 to 

.32] 

-3.07 (.0001) 

[-4.53 to -

1.62] 

-1.89 [-3.22 to -

.88] 
-.30 [-.51 to -.14] 62% 

Model/Mediation 3: IPs (Identity/Timeline) - Emotional distress (Anxiety/Depression)/Fatigue - QoL 

Identity - 

Anxiety - QoL 

.57 (.0004) [.27 to 

.88] 

-.97 (.14) [-2.28 to 

.323] 

-.83 (.22) [-2.19 to 

.53] 

-2.97 (.0002) 

[-4.44 to -

1.49] 

-.56 [-1.42 to .22] -.09 [-.22 to .04] 19% 

Identity - 

Depression - 

QoL 

.59 (.0001) [.31 to 

.88] 

-2.38 (.002) [-3.84 to -

.92] 

-1.42 [-2.54 to -

.61] 
-.23 [-.39 to -.10] 48% 

Identity - 

Fatigue - QoL 
.34 (.009) [.09 to .59] 

-.46 (.53) [-1.93 to 

1.01] 
-.15 [-.73 to .26] -.02 [-.11 to .04] 5% 

Timeline - 

Anxiety - QoL 

.26 (.05) [-.003 to 

.52] 

-1.06 (.09) [-2.30 to 

.18] 

-.81 (.09) [-1.77 to 

.14] 

-1.88 (.002) 

[-3.07 to -

.69] 

-.27 [-.77 to .09] -.05 [-.15 to .02] 14% 

Timeline - 

Depression- 

QoL 

.30 (.01) [.06 to .54] 
-2.49 (.0006) [-3.86 to 

-1.12] 
-.76 [-1.51 to -.27] -.16 [-.29 to -.06] 40% 

Timeline - 

Fatigue - QoL 
.28 (.005) [.09 to .49] 

-.12 (.87) [-1.58 to 

1.33] 
-.03 [-.50 to .43] -.007 [-.11 to .09] 1% 

 

 

Abbreviations and measures: QoL – quality of life, EORTC Quality of Life Questionnaire; Fatigue – Chalder Fatigue Scale; Anxiety and 

Depression – Hospital Anxiety and Depression Scale; SCC – subjective cognitive complaints, Cognitive Failures Questionnaire; IPs – illness 

perceptions (Illness Perceptions Questionnaire – Revised). In bold: statistically significant pathways suggesting mediation. In italics: statistically 

significant pathways not associated with mediation.
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Figure S1. Scatterplot depicting individual quality of life scores for the participants included in the study.  


