
S1 (Supplemental Material): Vignettes

Note: each vignette is constructed so that the different motives are presented us-

ing the same number of words (to rule out the possibility of participants simply

selecting—or avoiding—the course of action that was quickest to read). Each vi-

gnette presents the competing actions and motives three times, so the experiment

used eight versions of each vignette, with all the variations of the order of presen-

tation (to rule out the possibility of participants selecting whichever option was

presented first, or last). Experiment 1 used only the first four vignettes listed here;

Experiment 2 used all twelve.

“Vacation”

Patrick is studying Spanish in university, and making plans for the sum-
mer. He wants to go to a Spanish language school in Spain, because the
classes that he will take there will help him to do better in his studies,
and also because he thinks he will get to cheat on his girlfriend with the
girls he meets there.

In the end, the course in Spain is cancelled, so Patrick cannot go. He
has two other options.

He could go to stay with his cousins in Argentina, where he will learn
Spanish that will help with his studies, but where he does not expect
that he will meet girls. Or, he could go to stay for the summer in France,
where he expects to meet girls that he can cheat with, but where he will
not learn Spanish to help with school.

Which option do you think Patrick will pick?

• Argentina, to help with his Spanish.

• France, to cheat on his girlfriend.

“Trip to Town”

Simon wants to take the car into town early in the morning. He has
two reasons. He wants to go to the shops in town, in order to pick up
a going away present for his neighbor who will be moving out that day.
He also wants to get to the welfare office where he knows pensioners are
cashing their monthly pension cheques, so that he can assault one and
take their money.
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However, it turns out that his car has broken down, so he can’t take it.

He has two other options. He could take the bus which passes the shops
in town, but does not go to the welfare office; this will allow him to
get a present for his neighbor, but will not allow him to beat and rob a
pensioner. Or, he could take the train which goes to the welfare office
but does not pass the shops in town; this would mean that he could beat
and rob a pensioner, but that he wouldn’�t be able to get his neighbor
a present.

Which option do you think Simon will pick?

• The bus, so he can get his neighbor a present.

• The train, so he can beat and rob a pensioner.

“Party”

Sally is going to Kate’s birthday party, and has to decide what to wear.
She decides to wear her red dress for two reasons. First, because Sally’s
mother gave her the dress and she wants to make her mother happy,
and second, because she knows it’s a nicer dress than Kate’s and she
wants to embarrass Kate.

However, when the date of the party comes around, Sally cannot find
her red dress.

Instead, she has two other options. She could wear a blue dress that
she bought last year, which will very likely embarrass Kate, but will not
make her mother particularly happy. Or, she could wear a pair of jeans
her mother bought her, which will make her mother happy but will not
be likely to embarrass Kate.

Which do you think she’ll pick?

• The New Jeans, to please her mother

• The Blue Dress, which will embarrass Kate

“Election”

A politician has some funding left over from her campaign, and she
decides to use it to hire a computer engineer that she knows. She does
this for two reasons. First, the engineer has recently lost his job and is
in need of new work, and the politician wants to help him out. Second,
the politician wants the engineer to send misleading messages to her
opponent’s supporters to send them to vote on the wrong day.
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When she describes the work to the engineer, however, the engineer says
he will not do it.

The politician has two further options. She could hire the unemployed
engineer anyhow, to do ordinary computer maintenance work. This
will help the engineer, who needs income, but won’t help the politician
to mislead voters. Or, she could hire a computer hacker who has no
problem sending misleading messages. This will help the politician to
mislead voters, but will not help out the unemployed engineer.

Which option do you think the politician will pick?

• Hire the engineer, to give him work

• Hire the hacker, to mislead the voters

“NGO”

Bob is looking for a new job, and an NGO offers him a job vaccinating
and taking care of children in a poor country. Bob is very tempted to
accept it, both because it will allow him to help those in need as a part
of his work, and also because taking the job will make his elder brother
jealous, who has always wanted to travel.

However, in the end the NGO retracts their offer before Bob can accept
it.

Bob soon receives two more offers of work. First, another NGO offers
Bob a job taking care of poor children, in his home town. This won’t
make his brother jealous, but it will help those in need. Second, he
receives an offer from a travel agency, travelling to review possible loca-
tions for holidays. This will make his brother jealous, but it won’t help
those in need.

What do you think Bob will do?

• Take the NGO position, which will help those in need

• Take the travel-agency job, which will make his brother jealous

“Cheers”

Mike is the owner of a bar where Gary is a regular customer. One
evening, when the bar is almost empty, Gary runs out of money, and so
cannot afford to buy any more beer. Mike wants to give Gary some free
whiskey instead, for two reasons. First, because he wants to do a good
deed for a regular customer. Second, because it will get Gary drunk
quickly, so Mike can go home.
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In the end, Mike discovers that he has run out of whiskey, and so he
cannot give any to Gary.

There are two options instead. First, Mike could give Gary some free
orange juice. This would be doing a good deed for a regular customer,
but won’t allow him to throw Gary out early. Second, Mike could tell
Gary they’ve run out of beer. This means he could go home early, but
it wouldn’t be doing a good deed for a regular customer.

What do you think he will do?

• Give Gary some orange juice on the house, to help out a regular
customer.

• Tell Gary they’ve run out of beer, so that he can go home early.

“Ice Cream”

Mario owns an ice-cream shop, and is planning on opening a second
branch. He hopes to open on the corner of the village for two reasons.
First, because the owner of the building is a pensioner who could really
use the rent money, and Mario would like to help him out. Second,
because his biggest competitor, Gino’s Sorbets, has a shop immediately
next door, and if Mario opens here he will take some of Gino’s business.

However, in the end Mario can’t get planning permission to open in this
location.

He has two other options. First, he could open in another building on
the opposite side of the village, owned by the same pensioner. This will
help out the old man, but won’t hurt Gino’s business. Second, he could
open on the other side of Gino’s shop, in a building owned by a young
entrepreneur. This won’t help the pensioner, but will damage Gino’s
business.

Where do you think he will open his shop?

• In the building owned by the pensioner, to help him out.

• In the building next to Gino’s Sorbets, to beat the competition

.

“Lazy Prof”

A professor is on his way to class for which is he unprepared, when he
sees a pedestrian get struck by a tram. He rushes over to the site of
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the accident, both because he wants to offer to take the pedestrian to
hospital, and also because he wants to have an excuse to cancel his class.

Once he gets to the pedestrian, however, two nurses arrive at the same
time who are happy to take the pedestrian to hospital.

At this point the professor could offer to drive the pedestrian home
from hospital later on. This would be very helpful to the pedestrian,
but would provide the professor with no excuse to cancel his class. Or,
he could accompany the pedestrian to the hospital along with the nurses.
This will not be particularly helpful to the pedestrian, but it will give
the professor an excuse to cancel class.

What do you think he will do?

• Offer to come back later, to drive the pedestrian home.

• Accompany the group to the hospital now, to avoid class.

“New Car”

Mike wants to buy a used car. He’s interested in buying his friend’s
jeep, because his friend needs to make some money and Mike wants to
help, and also because the jeep will make him look cool when he drives
around town.

However, it turns out that in fact the jeep has a damaged chassis, and
won’t pass a safety test so that Mike can’t buy it.

There are two more options, that will cost Mike the same. First, he
could buy a three door hatchback owned by his friend. This won’t make
him look cool, but it will help his friend. Second, he could buy a used
Mustang he has seen on eBay. This will make him look really cool, but
it won’t help his friend out.

What do you think he will do?

• Buy the hatchback, to help his friend

• Buy the used Mustang, to look cool

“Seamus”

Seamus is an inventor living on a small island where most of his neigh-
bors are potato farmers. He has thought of a new machine for planting
potatoes. He wants to patent the machine and to get it built, both
because he thinks this will make life easier for the potato-farmers that
live on his island, and also because he expects that selling the machine
will allow him to make a lot of money.
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However, Seamus discovers that a similar machine has already been
built, and he cannot get the patent.

Seamus has two more ideas that he is considering working on. One is a
strategy for improving potato harvests, that allows farmers to tell which
are the best times to plant over the year. The strategy cannot be sold,
so Seamus won’t make money from working on it, but he would help
the farmers on his island if he perfects it. The other is a computer app
that allows users to efficiently predict market trends, and increase their
luck in betting on stocks and trades. Perfecting and selling this app
would make Seamus a lot of money, but of course it will not help the
potato-planting farmers that live on his island.

What do you think Seamus will spend his time on?

• The crop-planting strategy, to benefit the islanders

• The investment app, to make big money

“Surveillance”

The president of a small country has requested that the local telephone
company allow his government to surveil citizens’ phone calls. He wants
to do this to increase the chances that the police will catch criminals
and make the country safer, but also because he wants to find out how
people are voting in different areas by listening to their conversations.

The communications company does not want to allow the government
access to the phones, and succeeds in protecting their customers privacy.

The president has two further plans. First, he could donate money to
a charity that helps youths to stay out of gangs. This will make the
country safer, but won’t help with his re-election. Second, he could hire
a company that predicts how people vote by monitoring their online
behavior. This will help his re-election campaign, but won’t make the
country safer.

He does not have enough money to do both. Which do you think he
will do?

• Donate money to help youths stay out of gangs

• Hire the online monitoring company to help his re-election

“Teacher”

Mervyn is a teacher from Missouri. He wants to move to New York City
for two reasons. First, because there’s a great teacher training program

6



there, and he wants to learn new skills so that he can later return home
to teach young people. Second, because he wants to experiment with a
wide variety of hard drugs, and they are more plentiful, cheaper, and
easier to get in New York City.

In the end, Mervyn cannot afford to move to New York City.

There are two more options. First, he could move to Kansas. There is
an excellent teaching college in Kansas, but he won’t have easy access
to drugs there. Second he could move to Chicago. This will give him
ready access to drugs, but the teaching college there is not very good.

What do you think he will do?

• Move to Kansas, for the great teaching college.

• Move to Chicago, to have access to drugs

.

—⋄⋄—
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