
                 

Appendix 

 

Utilitarian Individualism  

Humanity, our fellow human beings, solidarity…what nonsense, everybody 
should take care of themselves and defend their interests.  

0.808 

The pursuit of personal success is more important than to strive for mutual 
understanding between people. 

0.823 

If everyone takes care of her/his own interest, this will ultimately benefit 
society at large.  

0.730 

All that matters is money and power. Everything else is talk. 0.705 

α 0.759 

% of variance 58.959 

N 860 

 

 

Ethnocentrism  

Migrants are generally not to be trusted. 0.862 

Most migrants who reside in Belgium have no respect for European culture 
and lifestyle. 

0.747 

Migrants come to this country to receive social benefits. 0.869 

If we want a peaceful society, we should no longer allow migrants in the 
country. 

0.861 

α 0.855 

% of variance 69.961 

N 822 

 



FRAGMENTATION, HOMOGENISATION OR SEGMENTATION 1 

 

Authoritarianism  

Obedience and respect of authority are two core values that we should teach 
our children. 

0.704 

There are two kinds of people: the strong ones and the weak ones. 0.727 

We need strong leaders who tell us what needs to be done. 0.717 

If people would talk less and work harder, everything would be better. 0.710 

α 0.678 

% of variance 51.038 

N 873 

 
 

Internal Political Efficacy  

Political parties are only interested in my vote, not in my opinion. 
 

0.785 

There’s no point in voting. Political parties do whatever they want anyway.  0.897 

There are so many people who vote; my individual vote doesn’t matter. 0.784 

α 0.762 

% of variance 67.892 

N 864 

 
 

External Political Efficacy  

I know more about politics than most people.  0.831 



FRAGMENTATION, HOMOGENISATION OR SEGMENTATION 2 

When political themes or events are discussed, I generally have an opinion 
about those issues. 

0.851 

Most political issues are beyond my understanding. 0.831 

α 0.787 

% of variance 70.225 

N 860 

 
 

Conflict Discourse  

Authoritarianism factor score 0.794 

Ethnocentrism factor score 0.811 

Utilitarian Individualism factor score 0.833 

α 0.744 

% of variance 66.104 

N 763 

 
 

Political Interest  

Indicate to what extent you are interested in the following news topics: 
national politics 

0.936 

Indicate to what extent you are interested in the following news topics: 
international and European politics 

0.936 

α 1 

% of variance 87.679 

N 902 

 

 


