
Supplementary File III: List and Summary of Articles 

Theme Term Quote 

Terminology Framing-for FFA/ 

incompatible with 

life 

‘The obstetrician told her that in another jurisdiction 

she would be offered a termination… 

Subsequent tests… showed the baby also suffered 

from Trisomy 13 (Patau syndrome), which she was 

told was “incompatible with life”. 

Ms Whelan felt she could not continue with the 

pregnancy only to see her baby suffer and die, and 

she endured terrible mental suffering’... (Broadsheet 

June 13th 2017) 

Terminology Framing- against 

FFA 

‘As kids, we used to chant: “Sticks and stones may 

break my bones, but names will never hurt me.” As 

adults, we know that names are not only hurtful, but 

can be used to label, exclude and, in some cases, 

dehumanise. 

No sensitive person would ever use the “N” word for 

a person whose ancestors were of African origin, or 

call a person with developmental delay a retard. 

And yet those same people might use “fatal foetal 

abnormality” without feeling it is in any way 

insensitive, inaccurate, disrespectful or damaging. 

This adds to the already devastating pain felt by 

families with a much-loved baby with a life-limiting 

condition’. (Broadsheet February 27th 2016) 

Terminology Framing-against 

FFA 

‘At the launch was Mattie McGrath… who is 

submitting an amendment to the Disability Act in the 

Dáil to make it an offence for medical staff to 

describe an unborn child with a disability as 

“incompatible with life”…(Broadsheet November 

25th 2014) 

Terminology Framing-against 

FFA 

‘Tracy Harkin, spokeswoman for support group 

Every Life Counts, said the term is “medically 

meaningless, incorrect and enormously hurtful … 

Terms such as “incompatible with life”, said Ms 

Harkin, “need to be discontinued in the same way 

that ugly descriptions such as ‘retarded’ or 

‘illegitimate’ were discontinued, since they have no 

part in a compassionate society”’. (Broadsheet 

November 25th 2014) 

Terminology Framing-against 

FFA 

‘Kathleen Rose Harkin is eight years old, despite 

having Trisomy 13. Elaine Fagan lived to be 25 

despite having Edwards’ syndrome. Both these 

conditions are often described by that ugly and 



discriminatory term, fatal foetal abnormality’. 

(Broadsheet February 15th 2015) 

Terminology Personification of 

the Unborn/ 

Framing- subtle 

pro-life stance 

‘I have never faced this situation, but I have friends 

who have received this crushing blow. The first 

human reaction is that it is impossible to cope, and 

who could blame anyone for that?...Parents need 

expert support when they hear their baby faces a life-

limiting condition… The vast majority of Irish 

parents who receive a terrifying prognosis for their 

babies proceed with the pregnancy. Some receive 

exquisitely sensitive treatment, almost the equivalent 

of perinatal hospice. Others are told to go away and 

decide whether they want a late term termination – all 

in the name of compassion’. (Broadsheet February 

15th 2015) 

Terminology Framing- 

personifying the 

person who will 

be terminated 

Doctors for Choice dismisses the term “unborn child” 

in the abortion debate as “not a medical term”… 

It is a term from the philosophy of the human person, 

and the fact that this is not obvious to these people 

shows how far out of their area of competence they 

are in discussing the ethics of abortion’. (Broadsheet 

July 6th 2016) 

Terminology Framing- both 

sides; foetus 

attached to no 

hope of life but 

emotionally 

appeal through 

personifying the 

loss 

‘The letter, signed by women who had to carry to 

term foetuses which would not survive outside the 

womb, goes on to describe losing a baby in such a 

fashion’. (Online February 7th 2015) 

Terminology Framing- use of 

baby to 

emotionally 

appeal 

‘"not a person on this earth wanted our babies to live 

more than we did.”’(Online February 7th 2015) 

Terminology Semantics Language is important... To refer to someone on 

either side of the debate as “anti-choice” rather than 

“pro-life”; or as “pro-abortion” rather than “pro-

choice”, is to take a position on the core element of 

the argument’. (Broadsheet July 23rd 2015) 

Terminology 

 

 

Semantics- 

termination 

labelling avoided 

‘She was born then at nine o’clock in the morning… 

It was very peaceful when she was born. (Online 

February 4th 2015) 

Terminology Semantics- 

termination 

‘To ensure that our daughter felt no pain during 

labour or birth, the medical team put her to sleep with 



labelling avoided a foeticidal injection… 

I got to perform an act of mothering and, after a 

compassionate induction of labour in February 2015, 

our daughter, Rose Sophia Hazimee, was stillborn’. 

(Broadsheet July 1st 2017) 

Personification 

of the Unborn 

Emotional Appeal 

/ Unpredictability/ 

Inaccuracies 

‘Aileen Behan was told one of her twins, Lilly Ann, 

who also had anencephaly, would not live after birth. 

“But she did. She lived for six days… people said 

they were coming to hold an angel.”’ (Broadsheet 

July 14th 2016) 

Personification 

of the Unborn 

Emotional Appeal 

/ Positive aspects 

‘Fiona, whose son Andrew was born with 

anencephaly, said shared time was spent “singing 

songs to him, going for walks in the park, listening to 

the birds”. Those are her memories now’. 

(Broadsheet July 14th 2016) 

Personification 

of the Unborn 

Unpredictability/ 

Emotional Appeal 

/ Inaccuracies 

‘For my daughter, Kathleen Rose, the diagnosis 

wasn’t wrong. She has Trisomy 13, a severe 

condition that doctors seem to always, always 

describe as ‘incompatible with life’. But they were 

wrong about her outcome’. (Online February 15th 

2015) 

Personification 

of the Unborn 

Emotional Appeal ‘Abortion is not a short-cut through grief, and it 

denies parents the inestimable gift of time with their 

babies, a chance to pour a lifetime of love into hours 

or days, to make memories, to surround baby with 

care and to let them know they are precious and loved 

whatever their disability’. (Online February 15th 

2015) 

Personification 

of the Unborn  

Emotional Appeal 

/ Negative 

attitudes 

‘“They didn’t seem to understand that I was not 

going to abort him because he was my son, and the 

hope that I could have even a few moments with him 

in my arms meant everything to me. Their attitude 

devastated me, I felt I was battling them, as well as 

this terrible condition, for the life of my child.”’ 

(Online February 15th 2015) 

Personification 

of the Unborn 

Emotional Appeal 

/ Negative 

attitudes 

‘But it will need a change in mindset, from seeing 

these children’s lives as not as just a tragedy that 

demands a speedy closure, to one that sees them as 

human beings with short but incredibly meaningful 

lives’. (Broadsheet January 17th 2015) 



Personification 

of the Unborn 

Emotional Appeal 

/ Normality  

‘Tracy and Tom Harkin’s little girl, Kathleen Rose is 

eight and adored by her family. She attends her 

special school with joy, including the bus journey 

there’. (Broadsheet January 17th 2015) 

Personification 

of the Unborn 

Emotional Appeal 

/Vulnerability of 

parent/ 

Support  

‘They are unbelievably vulnerable... What they need 

is kindness and expert support, and an assurance that 

they will not be left to cope with this alone’. 

(Broadsheet February 15th 2015) 

Personification 

of the Unborn 

PPC Distortion/ 

Emotional 

Appeal/ Support 

‘“If she had continued with the pregnancy, she would 

have effectively been a life-support machine,” he 

said. “Every day in hospitals, doctors and families 

have to make decisions to switch off life machines’ 

(Online June 26th 2013) 

Personification 

of the Unborn 

Emotional Appeal 

/ Vulnerability of 

women/ support 

‘…we have been dedicating our lives to fight for a 

change to this barbaric practice of exporting 

vulnerable women and couples and families to 

neighbouring countries for the medical care and the 

support they deserve’. (Online June 26th 2013) 

Personification 

of the Unborn 

Emotional appeal/ 

Inaccuracies 

‘The group campaigning for the rights of women who 

require terminations for medical reasons says its 

members are both heartbroken and angry at the 

omission. They believe the government has refused to 

“take this opportunity” to legislate for their needs. 

“It is simply unacceptable in 2013 that families will 

continue to have to leave Ireland if they chose to end 

a pregnancy after being told by Irish doctors that their 

baby will not survive outside the womb,” it said in a 

statement’. (Online May 2nd 2013) 

Personification 

of the Unborn 

Emotional Appeal 

/ Vulnerability of 

women 

‘When Burke and his wife Amanda Mellet were 

given their diagnosis.., they decided to make the 

“horrible journey” to Liverpool, where she went 

through 36 hours of labour. 

… their daughter’s remains were delivered to their 

door. 

“The courier was holding what he thought was a 

package we had ordered from Amazon or something 

like that. Inside the cardboard box was a wooden box 

with Aoife, our daughter’s name, and her date of 

birth on it’. (Online June 26th 2013) 

Personification 

of the Unborn 

Emotional Appeal 

/ Vulnerability of 

women 

‘They were also not allowed to bring Molly’s body 

back with them. She remained in the hospital for the 

Christmas period and the family travelled back to 

Liverpool for her cremation the following month’ 

(Online May 2nd 2013). 



Personification 

of the Unborn 

Emotional Appeal 

/Vulnerability of 

women/ support 

“Some Irish women arrive at our clinic with just a 

jacket on and not even enough money to buy a 

sandwich. If they haven’t had a consultation already, 

they can be distraught and fearful. Some even ask if 

they are going to die because that’s what they’ve 

been told at home.”  (Broadsheet December 14th 

2015) 

Human Rights Emotional Appeal 

/ International 

influence 

‘In January, May, June and November various United 

Nations bodies castigated Ireland’s continued 

“violation” of women’s human rights on the abortion 

issue, while in November the Council of Europe’s 

human rights commissioner, Nils Muiznieks, on a 

visit to Dublin said the amendment needed to be 

“dealt with”’. (Broadsheet December 28th 2016) 

Human Rights Emotional Appeal 

/ International 

influence/ 

Exporting the 

problem 

‘“The Northern Ireland and Irish governments don’t 

mind women having abortions just as long as they’re 

not here in Ireland,”...’ (Broadsheet December 14th 

2015) 

Human Rights Emotional 

Appeal/ Morals/ 

Exporting the 

problem 

‘“It does not protect morals to export the problem to 

another jurisdiction and then turn a blind eye.”’ 

(Online November 30th 2015) 

Human Rights Emotional Appeal 

/ International 

influence 

‘FOR THE SECOND time in just one year the United 

Nations Human Rights Committee has ruled that 

Ireland subjected a woman to cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment by denying her access to 

abortion services’. (Online June 14th 2017) 

Human Rights Emotional Appeal 

/ International 

influence 

‘Fatal foetal abnormality: More State payouts likely 

UN human rights committee member says…’ 

(Broadsheet December 3rd 2016) 

Human Rights Emotional Appeal 

/ Vulnerability of 

the unborn 

‘This is a very odd position for Amnesty International 

to advocate, dedicated as it is to promoting and 

protecting human rights… The unborn human life is 

entirely innocent of any wrongdoing, is entirely 

helpless and unable to advocate for himself or herself 

and depends on society for protection. But amazingly 

Mr O’Gorman vigorously advocates, on behalf of 

Amnesty International Ireland, for the right to deny 

amnesty to certain unborn lives’. (Broadsheet July 

15th 2015) 



Human Rights Emotional Appeal 

/ Vulnerability of 

unborn/ 

Support  

‘It would be wonderful if we could discard flawed 

terms like “fatal foetal abnormality” and 

“incompatible with life”. Then we could get on with 

helping all families to have the possibility of living 

through these devastating diagnoses without having 

to resort to ending brief and fragile lives even earlier 

than is necessary’. (Broadsheet August 20th 2016) 

Power and 

Politics 

Government 

blame 

‘Yet again the people of Ireland have been humiliated 

by our own government. We have known for a long 

time that the denial of abortion services to women 

facing these types of crises is a breach of human 

rights’. (Online June 14th 2017) 

Power and 

Politics 

Discrediting the 

government  

“I’m not – never confident with this government, 

especially the way they’ve been behaving in recent 

times on a whole range of matters. They’re not very 

good at taking private members’ bills.” (Online June 

16th 2015) 

Power and 

Politics 

Scepticism of 

government 

proceedings 

Eamonn McCann: Are there signs of a ‘pro-life’ 

group influence in HSE document? 

HSE consultation paper on bereavement and 

pregnancy uses ‘life-limiting condition’, not ‘fetal 

fatal abnormality’. (Broadsheet July 23rd 2015) 

Power and 

Politics 

 

 

Scepticism of 

government 

proceedings 

‘How representative is the Citizens’ Assembly which 

voted to allow abortion up until birth on the 

following six grounds… 

Economist Moore McDowell dissected how 

representative the assembly is in a forensic letter to 

this newspaper, and the answer is: not representative 

at all’.  (Broadsheet April 29th 2017) 

Power and 

Politics 

Scepticism of 

government 

proceedings 

‘TFMR Ireland went on record at the time to say that 

the Oireachtas Committee should work in parallel 

with the Citizen’s Assembly, so that when the 

recommendations were made they would be as well 

briefed as the volunteer citizens. This would have left 

them with no excuses for delay. 

Instead, the government saw the Citizen’s Assembly 

as a “time out” and simply sat back, not only ignoring 

their responsibilities as legislators, but also ignoring 

all of the women and families who wish to have 

continuity of medical care within our own borders. 

A further 190 days have elapsed… (Online June 14th 

2017) 



Power and 

Politics 

Political party 

Strategy 

SINN FÉIN’S DECISION to abstain on Clare Daly’s 

bill providing for abortion in circumstances of fatal 

foetal abnormalities last month raised questions about 

where exactly the party stands on the issue. (Online 

March 4th 2015) 

Power and 

Politics 

Political party 

strategy 

‘Strange’: Rebel TD kicked off committee after he 

seeks abortion hearings. 

Labour has denied there is any connection… (Online 

July 6th 2015) 

Power and 

Politics 

Gain political 

advantage 

‘Speaking on Thursday, Minister for Health Simon 

Harris said… However, voicing his own personal 

perspective, the Fine Gael TD described the current 

situation as “unsatisfactory”… 

“In relation to my own view as Minister for Health it 

greatly saddens and frustrates me that women in this 

country and their partners find themselves in this 

situation,” he said. (Broadsheet November 10th 2016) 

Power and 

Politics 

Political party 

strategy 

Sinn Féin votes for abortion to be allowed in cases of 

fatal foetal abnormalities 

Delegates spoke passionately both in favour of and 

against the motion. (Online March 7th 2015) 

Power and 

Politics 

Political party 

strategy 

‘Labour and Sinn Féin want to repeal the 8th, but not 

everyone is on the same page. 

Will people lose the party whip over the highly 

emotive issue?’(Online June 28th 2015) 

Power and 

Politics 

Political party 

criticism 

‘The fatal foetal abnormalities Bill championed by 

Labour TD Michael McNamara is an attempt to cause 

“mischief”, Independent TD Mattie McGrath has 

said. 

… said Mr McNamara’s move was merely a vain 

attempt to court attention for himself... (Broadsheet 

March 9th 2015) 

Power and 

Politics 

Political party 

criticism 

‘John Halligan accepted office as a Minister of State 

as part of the Irish governmental system. In so doing 

he accepted the responsibilities of an officer of the 

State to comply with the Constitution. Now he says 

his ideology is so strong that he simply does not care 

if proposed legislation on the termination of the lives 

of babies is unconstitutional and that he will vote for 

it anyway. Such action is irresponsible for a 

legislator’.  (Broadsheet July 16th 2016) 

 

 


