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CONTENT: This reading list represents an overview of some of the authors own educational
material in natural resource management and studies of social-ecological systems. The
material is suitable at courses and programs for teachers and students in higher education,
particularly in Sustainability Science, and deals with a number of analytical frameworks and
basic theoretical concepts to study resilience management of natural resources in
interlinked social and ecological systems.
Purpose of the report
The learning materials listed herein is intended to inspire both teachers and students in
Sustainability Science with a number of typical and instructive publications in natural
resource management with examples of the author’s research from both rural and urban
settings. Readers will become familiarized with different interdisciplinary approaches for
studying coupled linkages in social and ecological systems and are presented a facet of topics
addressed in current Sustainability Science, including resilience thinking, ecosystem services,
urban sustainable design and planning, and the role of institutions for building resilience in
social-ecological systems.
The material is suitable at courses and programs in higher education that aim to provide a
basic understanding of the characteristics and dynamics of ecosystem succession, and
different ways humans manage natural resources and ecosystems. The material also covers
different types of ecological knowledge systems, management practices, informal
institutions and property rights that underly ecosystem management in both non-urban and
urban settings. Through the reading material, students will become acquainted with useful
analytical frameworks for studying interlinked social and ecological systems and will gain an
increased understanding of basic theoretical concepts such as resilience, ecosystem services,
urban ecology, informal ecosystem management and social-ecological urbanism. The
publications also cover practical ecosystem management approaches, ranging from urban
management designs to management of urban gardens and golf courses in humandominated settings where nature and people closely interact.
Natural resource management
One of society’s greatest challenges is to sustain natural resources in different forms, while
at the same time promote economic growth and quality of life for both humans and nonhuman species. Society must therefore have adequate measures and strategies to safeguard
and distribute resources in fair, sustainable and resilient ways. There is, however, increasing
awareness that our global ecological life support systems are at risk, and that the resilience

(buffering capacity) of many ecosystems and resource management systems are critically
contracted. Decisions made on the basis of local, narrow, and short-term criteria can lead to
devastating results in the long run. There is also increasing awareness that traditional
economic and ecological models and concepts fall short in their ability to adequately deal
with current environmental problems; hence, alternative economic models (e.g. ecological
economics) that take ecosystems into account and view the biosphere as a fundament for all
human activities, have been developed during the last two decades to promote resilience in
social-ecological systems.
Natural resources refer to both nonrenewable and renewable resources that are obtained
from biophysical systems. The former are resources found inside the earth, and have taken
millions of years to form, and include e.g. oil, natural gas, and coal. The latter are resources
that can be replenished to replace the portion depleted by usage and consumption, either
through natural reproduction or other recurring processes such as management within a
human time scale.
Sustainability Science
Natural resource management represents a central tenet of Sustainability Science, which is a
rather new scientific field that emerged in the beginning of year 2000 as a new academic
discipline that brings together several disciplines across the natural and social science fields.
Sustainability Science normally comprises concepts, theories, methods and models that
describe and answer questions related to the connections between the environment,
humans and technology. Environment in this context could refer to both the natural
environment as well as the social and built environment, such as urban form.
An important part of Sustainability Science is to inform both scholars and professionals
about ways and strategies that can contribute to low environmental impacts through
sustainable management, planning and housekeeping with natural resources and with
limited emissions to air, land and water. In extension the aim is to increase human wellbeing, from a systemic, societal and individual perspective. Natural resource management
can offer useful ways for how to achieve these ends. It refers to the management of specific
natural resources as well as to the structures, functions and processes that make up whole
ecosystems and their services. In Sweden natural resource management represents a major
subject field in Sustainability Science at several higher educational institutions, each offering
its own unique blend of course composition.
Ecosystem management and social-ecological systems
An important part of natural resource management is ecosystem management, which is
concerned with management of whole ecosystems and their services and can be
distinguished from natural resource management, which often tend to focus on managing
particular resources, such as a few species of agricultural crops, or trees in a forest for
timber. Ecosystem services comprise renewable natural resources that provide social,
environmental and economic benefits to humans. Hence, they are anthropocentrically
defined. The increased focus on ecosystem services has led to increasing numbers of
regulations geared toward protecting natural resources. Ecosystem management entails the
preservation of structures, functions and processes that are critical for ecosystems to renew
themselves over space and time. Humans are regarded as critical ecosystem components to

such a degree that one can view social and ecological systems as deeply interlinked. Hence,
the delineation between social and ecological systems is artificial and arbitrary. However,
traditional academic approaches for addressing and solving environmental problems have
long treated social and ecological systems in isolation and as separated entities.
Interdisciplinary social-ecological systems approaches are, however, increasingly being
developed in Sustainability Science to better understand these processes.
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