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err- cGee Corpor tion reportedly h ounced plans for min devel-

opment and a uranium proces ing plant in the Powder River B sin ar • This 

firm is currently developin ne op n pit, t e Iker mine, in the trley 

Basin rea. Petr •tomic ill expand its mill in th Shirley B sin ar to 

1500 tons per day to mill ore from K rr- cGee' s ne mine. 

Iron. Iron ore output incre sed in 1969. Production came from th -
followin operations: U. • Steel at Atl ntic City, Color do Fuel d Iron at 

unrise, Plicofiex t Iron ount in. and U. S. A re te Company In the 

Laramie ge. 

Vanadium. No yomtng uranium ores were reported proc ssed for 

van dium in 1969. however, or was atockpiled for proc sstng at the ine 

Development Inc. rantum mill at Edgemont. S. D. 

Other. Minor mounts of old, silver and copper were produced. 

INERAL FUELS 

Coal. Coal production lncr aaed 20 percent in 1969. Most of th coal 

productlon cam from the l rge stripping operations of the Dave Johnson mine 

(P ct.tic Po er and Light). 'Yodak Re ource · Development Corporation, 

Kemmerer Co Company, Big Horn Coal Comp y, and Rosebud Coal Company. 

Pacific Power nd Light Comp ny will construct an dditional steam- 1 ctric 

ner tin plant in 1971. Thi 1. 5 million kilowatt coal-fired generatin 

plant compl • to be built north ast of Rock Sprin , ill be the second tar e t 

f ciltty of this type west of the Mis is ippt River. Partial power production 

will start in 1974. By lat 1971. Utah Power and Light Comp y .int nd to hav 

completed 330-mega att ste m generaUn third unit to the Naughton plant. 
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EXPLORATION AND OUTLOOK 

Exploration for mineral depo its in Wyoming during 1969, included 

studies by t e U. S. Bureau of Mines, u. S. Geological Survey, Wyoming Geo

logical Survey. and major mining companies. on copper, molybdenum. gold. 

ilver. platinum-palladium. iron, uranium, phosphate rock, sullur. 'tron • 

coal. limestone, hentonite, gypsum. and glass and. Although the uranium 

market has currently st ekened somewhat, - yoming leads the nation in uranium 

e q>loration and development. The Po der River Ba in and Shirl y astn areas 

are two of the country's l ading exploration target • Elsewh re ill -yoming. 

exploration ha been undertaken in the 1as tcb Formation in the South P ss 

ar , and se•1en m.tle long urantwn mtner Uzed zone has been reported south 

of Green Mountain. Fremont County. 

Amerlc n etals Climax (.A?;JAX) bas completed exploration work in the 

Kirwin area of Pal"k County on what is hoped to be a commercially exploitable 

copper ore body. 

The outlook for futur exploration. development, and increased production 

of mineral resources in ··yoming continue to be extremely bright. Titere will 

be increased development of fossil fuels. uranium. trona. bentonite, and 

certain other commodities. Coal production ls increasing to supply ne and 

expanded coal-ti.red generating plants. More coal Will be mtned in the future 

for use as a source ot synthetic liquid tuels rid chemicals. 
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