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The participants of the High-Level Virtual Convening on Feminist Peace in Yemen
salute the great and steadfast Yemeni people, who deserve nothing less than a
comprehensive, sustainable and just peace. We salute the women and men victims
nationwide and the families of the martyrs, the wounded and the displaced
wherever they are. We especially salute the mothers, wives, daughters and relatives
of all detainees, abductees, kidnapped and persons forcibly disappeared, and we
stand in solidarity with them as they perform their brave duty to liberate them from
unlawful arrest and inhumane detention.

This convening embodied a purely Yemeni feminist effort and presented a draft for a
Feminist Peace Roadmap in Yemen, which aims to stop the Yemeni bloodshed and
end hostilities that has led the majority of our people to the brink of poverty, hunger,
disease and suffering from epidemics and diseases that spread amidst a total
collapse of the health system.

The Feminist Peace Roadmap includes arrangements and recommendations for a
ceasefire, security, humanitarian aid, confidence-building measures, as well as, on
transitional justice, the southern issue, the release of detainees, the opening of
humanitarian corridors, and the payment of public sector salaries. Women and
community leaders from various parties participated in the preparation of the
Feminist Peace Roadmap to support the peace process in Yemen. They presented
constructive ideas and plans that will lead to a comprehensive, just and sustainable
peace. We urge that it is adopted as a priority national reference and guiding
framework by mediators and various stakeholders to support the peacebuilding
process in Yemen.

The high-level convening provided a multi-party space bringing together Yemeni
women and men participants to engage with the local, national, regional and
international multi-stakeholders of the peace process in Yemen. Participants
included representatives of the various Yemeni political parties and entities and
members of Arab and international diplomatic corps, as well as, women leaders, local
and international civil society organizations working in the second diplomatic track,
the offices of UN and US envoys, and representatives of the United Nations from
various institutions.

The convening aimed to provide the space for participants to engage in discussions
to analyze the factors contributing to accelerating the ceasefire and the peaceful
settlement of the conflict in Yemen, as well as, the current opportunities for peace
and feminist policy options that address these issues. It provided the space to share
experiences and lessons learned regarding the peace process from the efforts made
by experts and fronliners.
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The participants additionally discussed the draft Feminist Peace Roadmap through
an interactive dialogue, in order to improve it through an inclusive process, with the
aim to present it as a peace project that represents Yemeni women and men and
provides innovative solutions to issues that still constitute an obstacle to the peace
process in Yemen.

The draft Feminist Peace Roadmap in Yemen proposed a number of
recommendations regarding the ceasefire phase, the comprehensive peace
negotiations phase, and the transitional phase, and proposed a ceasefire mechanism
that includes the implementation of military, security, economic, humanitarian and
political measures, as well as, measures to monitor and verify incidents and ceasefire
breaches and violations. The draft roadmap stressed on the importance of designing
an inclusive peace process that gives space to all political and civil entities, including
women, youth, civil society, people with disabilities and the marginalized, and
adhering to the equal representation of the Southerners.

Among the most important recommendations proposed in the draft of the Feminist
Peace Roadmap was the recommendaiton for implementing a set of unilateral
commitments that can be implemented and self-committed by the parties. These
included the immediate release of women and men; revealing the whereabouts of
the forcibly disappeared; the removal of military camps and weapons depots from
cities; the demilitarisation of civilian facilities, rehabilitating them for civilian use; and
removing checkpoints from cities and their entrances in areas under the total
control of the concerned party.

The draft also proposed the implementation of a number of confidence-building
measures that were previously agreed upon, the most important of which are the
release of detainees, lifting the siege within cities and between governorates to allow
the freedom of movement and movement of civilians, ease of access to relief and
humanitarian aid, payment of civil servants salaries, urgently under carry
maintenance of Safer tanker, lift the siege on Taiz, the escalation in Marib, and the
opening of airports and ports.

The participants seriously and responsibly engaged in the discussions during the
convening sessions, and provided feedback on the Feminst Peace Roadmap, which
was seen as an essential and pivotal contribution, and was praised for embodying
human rights based approach and protection principles, as well as, for proposing an
inclusive design in the pursuit of comprehensive peace and empowerment of
women.
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The Participants concluded with the following recommendations as steps forwards
to build on the convening:

1. We urge the Yemeni parties to immediately end the war nationwide in Yemen,
engage seriously in the peace process in accordance with the consensually
agreed upon guiding frameworks. And immediately cease the escalation in
Mareb, and resume the peace talks without any prior conditions, putting the
interest of the Yemeni people and victims of war above all.

2. The importance of neutralizing basic services including banking sector and
civil services, including disbursement of salaries, as basic rights for every
Yemeni citizen.

3. Start a wide dialogue with Yemeni parties and local communities to discuss
the Feminist Peace Roadmap and consider it serisouly as a guiding
framework to the peace process, starting with implementing the unilateral
commitments proposed in the roadmap.

4. Accelerate the implementation of all aspects of Riyadh agreement including
the political, security, and military arrangements.

5. We urge the international and regional stakeholders including the UN
Security Council, the UN Secretary General and his special envoy, the US
Envoy, the regional mediators, to develop and change their strategies in
dealing with the Yemeni file, by acknowledging that Yemeni women are a
primary component of the Yemeni community, representing half of the
community, and by institutionalizing women’s participation in the political
and peace processes, as well as, take serious considerations of their initiatives,
and support the local mediation efforts.

6. The importance of building the foundation for transitional justice and its
mechanisms at the heart of the design of the just and sustainable peace
process, and to be structurally part of the comprehensive political solution,
that will lead to address the human rights violations and rebuild the trust
between the state and its citizens.

Concluding the convening, the participants urged the parties to the conflict to
seriously consider the Feminist Peace Roadmap in Yemen, as well as, to urgently
respond to the voice of reason, give precedence to wisdom and uphold the Yemeni
national interests, by ending the conflict, heading to achieve comprehensive and
sustainable peace, and by addressing the destruction left by the war in all aspects of
life.
To view the Feminsit Peace Roadmap:
Arabic: https://tinyurl.com/wc22myy5
English: https://tinyurl.com/2razw3d7
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For more information contact:
info@peacetrackinitiative.org
https://www.peacetrackinitiative.org/convening2021
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