FOREWORD

Electronic design engineers are the true idea men of the electronic
industries. They create ideas and use them in their designs, they stimu-
late ideas in other designers, and they borrow and adapt ideas from
others. One could almost say they feed on and grow on ideas.

useful, sometimes as parts of larger designs and sometimes as aids in
measuring the parameters or testing the effectiveness of their designs.
Many are quite simple “little” ideas, but experienced designers know

that good little ideas make the good large design possible.

To encourage this exchange of ideas, ELECTRONIC DESIGN
has been Sponsoring an IFD Award program. Readers are asked to
vote on the ideas they find most useful in the IFD section of
ELECTRONIC DESIGN. Awards are made to the idea getting the
most votes in an issue, and from the issye winners a grand prize of
$1,000 is awarded for the best “Idea of the Year.”

For the past four years, we have been selecting 100 of the best
ideas and making them available In an annual booklet, arranged by

handy reference book, suitable for a desk or library shelf.

It is difficult to categorize ideas for designers; they are often
useable in situations not originally considered by the user (or the cate-

come comments and suggestions for arrangement of future volumes,
To avoid the latter possibility, we suggest at least cursory perusal of
all categories—you may be pleasantly surprised at what you find.
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