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Foreword 

The Rafto Prize awarded to the Polish lawyer and ombudsman Adam Bodnar revealed that funda-
mental constitutional state principles and minority rights are being challenged in today’s Poland. 
Bodnar received the prize for his work in illuminating the decisive role that independent ombuds-
man institutions play for human rights in Poland, and he has particularly distinguished himself by 
focusing on the rights of women and minorities. 

The 2018 Rafto Prize shows that democracy is vulnerable if it is reduced to a majority rule, in 
which human rights, independent courts and a free press are undermined. As the first Rafto Prize 
awarded to an EU or NATO country, the prize garnered a lot of attention in Norwegian and 
international media. During the prize ceremonies in Bergen and Oslo, Bodnar described the prize 
as important recognition of the work of ombudsmen, at a time when they are experiencing a great 
deal of pressure from an increasingly polarised political landscape. 

The prize was awarded the same year that the world celebrated the 70th Anniversary of the UN 
Declaration on Human Rights. For the Rafto Foundation, the anniversary became a recurrent the-
me throughout many of our activities. In debate contributions and seminars in Norway and abroad, 
we have focused on the situation of human rights defenders. Locally, a unanimous city council sent 
an important signal when, at the request of the Rafto Foundation, they passed a resolution that 
Bergen was to become Norway’s first human rights city. 

With support from the Rafto Foundation, the 2017 prize recipients from Kashmir succeeded in 
presenting information in Geneva that contributed to the first report on the human rights situation 
in Kashmir by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. The report pointed out many of the 
circumstances that Parveena Ahangar and Parvez Imroz have worked to uncover and put a spot-
light on in the world. 

In a number of areas, we attracted attention to human rights violations. Through social media, we 
contributed to focusing the world’s attention on the fact that the Rafto Prize recipient Nabeel Ra-
jab in Bahrain was sentenced to five years  imprisonment. Through letters and debate contributi-
ons, the Rafto Foundation encouraged the Norwegian authorities to request the release of women 
human rights defenders in Saudi Arabia. We arranged a conference on freedom of expression and 
hate speech together with the Central European University, at a time when the authorities were 
forcing Hungary’s most recognised and liberal university out of the country. In a year when over 
a million Uighurs were detained in the province of Xinjiang, the Rafto Foundation contributed to 
creating debate in Norwegian academia about where the boundaries should lie for cooperating with 
an increasingly authoritarian China. On the occasion of the UN Human Rights Day on 10 Decem-
ber, we published a book with personal accounts from North Korean defectors. They tell what one 
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of the world’s most brutal dictatorships is like from the inside, a situation that often finds itself 
in the shadows of the geopolitical turmoil concerning nuclear weapons. 

As part of the efforts to promote human rights responsibility in the business sector, the Rafto 
Foundation and the Norwegian Bar Association’s Human Rights Committee established an ini-
tiative to report on a Norwegian law against modern slavery. During Arendal Week, we publis-
hed a report on topics that became the subject of a number of seminars and events throughout 
the autumn. This resulted in a proposal by a Storting representative, and in the Granavolden 
Declaration in January 2019 the new majority Government committed to “report on an an-
ti-slavery law based on the model used in the United Kingdom”. 

With 6,830 students, student teachers and teachers, the Rafto Foundation doubled the 
number of participants in our democracy and human rights education programme. In addition 
to a greater influx to the Rafto House in Bergen, the Education Department arranged tours to 
schools in Rogaland and Sogn og Fjordane. In the Future Pilot project, we saw how the combi-
nation of design innovation and human rights education motivates young people to develop 
practical solutions for the challenges of climate change. The course offerings in democracy 
education at Utøya were expanded. The Rafto Foundation also sees an increase in the demand 
for democracy and human rights education among teachers in Western Norway, particular-
ly for expertise in topics such as inclusion, education in controversial subjects and efforts to 
combat group hostility in schools. 

During the year, the Rafto Foundation developed a new strategy for 2019-2021. This strategy 
has high ambitions for how we will enhance and develop the Rafto Prize, partnerships for hu-
man rights, democracy and human rights education and volunteerism in the coming years. We 
are looking forward to working on these challenges! 

 

Jostein Hole Kobbeltvedt,  
Executive Director

“The 2018 Rafto Prize shows that democracy is vulnerable 
if it is reduced to a majority rule, in which human rights, 
independent courts and a free press are undermined”
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BAHRAIN
Prize recipient Nabeel Rajab was sen-
tenced to five years of imprisonment. 
We contributed to bringing attention 
to the sentence in social media, and we 
demanded his release along with other 
international NGOs. 

NORTH KOREA
The book Writing Wrongs from North 
Korea was published, with 14 personal 
accounts from people who have lived 
inside the dictatorship.

POLAND  
Adam Bodnar received the Rafto Prize 
for his work as an ombudsman for human 
rights in Poland, and he has particularly 
distinguished himself by focusing on the 
rights of women and minorities.

SAUDI ARABIA
Since Norway and the EU did not 
demonstrate any willingness to support 
Canada’s request to release the 
imprisoned women in Saudi Arabia, we 
challenged Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Ine Marie Eriksen Søreide in a debate 
contribution that attracted attention. 

KASHMIR
With support from Rafto, the 2017 
prize recipients presented information 
in Geneva that contributed to the first 
report on the human rights situation in 
Kashmir by the UN High Commissio-
ner for Human Rights.

The Rafto Foundation 
in the world

2

HUNGARY
Our three-year collaboration with the 
Central European University in Budapest 
concluded with a conference on freedom of 
expression and hateful expressions in today’s 
Europe. Prize recipient Peter Molnar was 
one of the contributors. 
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NORWAY 
The number of participants in Rafto’s 
democracy and human rights education pro-
gramme doubled in 2018. Bergen adopted a 
resolution to become Norway’s first human 
rights city, and the Government will report 
on a new modern slavery law. 

INDIA
Three members of the 
National Campaign on Dalit 
Human Rights participated 
in the course “Women 
and Business and Human 
Rights” in Dehli.

CHINA
The situation for the Uighurs in China has 
worsened dramatically in recent years. Through 
debate contributions and breakfast meetings, 
we have placed the situation for the Uighurs 
and Norwegian academic collaboration with 
China on the agenda. 

UGANDA
A practical manual for combating hate speech 
against LHBT persons in Eastern Africa was 
published in collaboration with the 2011 prize 
recipient SMUG. 

LEBANON 
In 2018, we organised a training course in Lebanon 
for women human rights defenders from the Middle 
East, North Africa and Southeast Asia. 

NEPAL 
Together with the UN High 
Commissioner, we arranged a course 
for activists from Kashmir that 
included training in documentation 
work, interview techniques, security 
and report writing. 
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The 2018 Rafto Prize was awarded to Adam Bodnar, a lawyer and Ombudsman for Human 
Rights, for his influential voice in the ongoing political developments in Poland. In his role as 
Ombudsman, Bodnar defends an independent judicial system and minority rights. The prize 
puts a spotlight on the decisive role that independent ombudsman institutions play for human 
rights in Poland – and in other countries in which the actors that safeguard human rights 
are under attack. For the first time, the prize was awarded to human rights work in an EU or 
NATO country. 

Announcing the prize to the world
The Rafto Prize was announced during a press conference at the Rafto House in Bergen on 
27 September. The news was well covered by Norwegian media with commentary and various 
feature stories on the situation in Poland. The prize was covered internationally through the 
news agencies AFP and NTB in the newspapers Aftonbladet, Newsweek Poland, The New 
York Times and Die Welt, among others. Coverage by state media in Poland was somewhat 
reluctant, but many independent media in Poland, professional websites for judges and lawy-
ers and European bloggers wrote about the Rafto Prize. On the Rafto Foundation’s Facebook 
page, the news had a record-large reach, and the post reached 26,000 persons, compared 
with 17,000 in 2017. News of this year’s prize recipient was also among the most engaging 
contributions in 2018, resulting in new followers from the prize recipient's region.  
The Norwegian Government congratulated Bodnar on the prize. 

Large audience 
The 2018 Rafto Conference “Undermining the Rule of Law – Independent Institutions at 
Risk in Poland”, attracted 350 participants at the University Aula in Bergen, on 3 November. 
Voices from central social movements and organisations in Poland were among the speakers. 
The participants were given an introduction to how the judicial system and women’s rights are 
under acute pressure. A questionnaire survey conducted after the conference showed that 
the participants were very satisfied and thought that it gave more insight into the topic than 
expected. The theatre was full when Bodnar received the Rafto Prize at Den Nationale Scene 
on 4 November, together with Kamilla Dolowska from the Ombudsman Office. Bodnar 
and the Mayor of Bergen, Marte Mjøs Persen (Labour Party) led the torchlight procession 
through central Bergen.

The Rafto Prize 2018: 
A constitutional state under 
pressure in Poland 

Ombudsman Adam Bodnar thinks that the prize will mean a great deal for those who work 
to safeguard human rights in Poland. He stressed the importance of international solidarity 
in his speech at the Rafto Conference in Bergen, which was filled to capacity. In 2018, there 
was a great deal of interest in nominating candidates for the prize and in volunteering to 
work for the Rafto Prize. 

Prize recipient Adam Bodnar speaks 
during the Rafto Conference at the 

University Aula in Bergen.

2



9

The Rafto Foundation made arrangements for the prize recipient to meet with several 
politcians, institutions and organisations that may be of importance to Bodnar’s future work. 
A public event at Litteraturhuset in Oslo was attended by 80 persons, many of whom were 
Polish, to hear about Bodnar's work. 

More people are getting involved in the Rafto Prize 
In 2018, the Rafto Foundation has focused on creating a vivid engagement in human rights 
and the Rafto Prize, both locally among students and Bergensians, and in the form of addi-
tional external nominations. The work to make the nomination process more visible on the 
website, in newsletters and social media has resulted in an approximately 30% increase in 
external nominations over 2017. The Foundation experienced a great deal of interest from 
students and others in volunteering for work with the Rafto Prize, and attracted more volun-
teers for the arrangement of events in 2018. Fifteen students were in the student group that 
cooperated closely with the staff, and another 30 volunteers contributed during the events in 
Bergen. An Oslo group was responsible for the Rafto Prize events in the capital. 

The marketing of the Rafto Prize in the urban landscape was expanded in 2018 and included 
various elements during the visit of the prize recipient: banners, flags and displays were placed 
throughout the city core, and the students arranged a “morning stunt” where they handed 
out coffee and flyers. The prize was also marketed on the screens during a series football 
match at Brann Stadium. 

Social media was an important channel for creating local engagement in the prize ceremonies. 
A questionnaire survey of the participants at this year’s Rafto Conference showed that 27% 
of those who responded had heard about the conference through social media. 
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In 2018, the Rafto Foundation has celebrated the anniversary of the Declaration of Human Rights 
in various ways, and we voiced support for launching Bergen as Norway’s first human rights city.  
Several organisations in Bergen supported the proposal that was presented in a debate contributi-
on in Bergens Tidende. A unanimous city council adopted a resolution in June that Bergen would 
become a human rights city, as an extension of the municipality’s resolution on a new international 
strategy. 

70th Anniversary of the Declaration of Human Rights 
The anniversary was marked by a hike to the Human Rights Cairn at Ulriken in cooperation with 
the Friends of the Rafto Foundation, the United Nations Association of Norway and the Bergen 
and Hordaland Hiking Club. The 70th anniversary was the topic when the Rafto Foundation was a 
co-organiser of the opening event at the Arendal Week. The Executive Director participated in a 
panel debate on political and practical human rights work in Norway together with Minister of  
Foreign Affairs Ine Eriksen Søreide, Secretary General of the Council of Europe Torbjørn Jagland 

Human rights on the agenda  
– in the world and in Bergen

In the same year that the UN marked the 70th Anniversary for the Declaration of Human 
Rights, the Rafto Foundation contributed to the Municipality of Bergen adopting a unanimo-
us resolution to make Bergen Norway’s first human rights city. Through seminars, debates and 
meetings with decision-makers, the Rafto Foundation has contributed to increasing the focus 
on human rights defenders who are under pressure. 
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“There are grey zones in foreign policy, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Ine Eriksen Søreide. Whether Norway should support 
Canada’s criticism of Saudi Arabia is not one of them.” 
Jostein Hole Kobbeltvedt in a debate contribution in Aftenposten, 10 August.

and Chairman of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence Anniken Huitfeldt. On 
Human Rights Day, 10 December, the Foundation made a tribute to the prize recipients on social 
media, which became one of the most engaging contributions in 2018 (organic reach of 17,000). 

Book with portrayals from North Korea 
With the book Writing Wrongs from North Korea – 14 stories about life left behind, the foundation 
would like to focus attention on personal experiences from people who have lived on the inside of 
a dictatorship. The book is a collaboration project with Human Asia in Seoul as an extension of the 
2000 Rafto Prize, which was awarded to the late Kim Dae-jung. At a point in time when the  
attention of the world is focused on the geopolitical turmoil concerning North Korea’s nuclear  
weapons, we wanted to help ensure that the human rights violations in this totalitarian regime will 
never be forgotten. 

Women's rights in Saudi Arabia  
Last summer the Canadian Government asked Saudi Arabia to release 18 imprisoned women 
activists. This resulted in immediate and massive sanctions against Canada by Saudi Arabia. Since 
Norway and the EU did not demonstrate any willingness to support Canada’s request, the Rafto 
Foundation decided to challenge Minister of Foreign Affairs Ine Marie Eriksen Søreide in a debate 
contribution (Aftenposten 10/8). Søreide responded to the criticism in a speech at the opening 
event about human rights at Arendal Week. In the wake of the assassination of the journalist Jamal 
Khasoggi in Istanbul, the Norwegian authorities decided to stop the sale of Norwegian weapons to 
Saudi Arabia. 

The Rafto Foundation has participated in several panel discussions on women’s rights in the Middle 
East under the direction of the Christian Michelsen Institute and Norwegian Humanist Association. 

Campaign for the release of Nabeel Rajab in Bahrain 
Prize recipient Nabeel Rajab was sentenced to five years of imprisonment in February 2018 for 
having been critical of the regime in Bahrain on social media. The Rafto Foundation has pressu-
red the authorities and supported demands for the release of Rajab by international human rights 
organisations for several years. The Rafto Foundation has contributed to attracting attention to this 
issue through a social media campaign. A twitter message from the Rafto Foundation had a reach of 
1 million and was cited by the BBC. In Norway, the Rafto Foundation has commented on Rajab and 
other human rights defenders in the Baharain situation on TV2. 

The Rafto Foundation, Bergen Hiking Club and the United 
Nations Association of Norway marked the 70th annivers-
ary at the Human Rights Cairn, where a view of the human 
rights city Bergen could be enjoyed. Bjørnar Dahle was one 
of the many hikers who visited Ulriken. 
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Executive Director Jostein H. Kobbelt-
vedt participated in a panel debate during 
Arendal Week together with the Secre-
tary General of the Council of Europe 
Torbjørn Jagland, the politicians Sveinung 
Rotevatn (Liberal Party) and Anniken 
Huitfeldt (Labour Party), and the  
National Institution for Human Rights 
Director Adele Matheson Mestad. 

300 football players and football fans 
 walked under the banner 
 #tacklehomphobia in the Bergen Pride 
Parade. SK Brann walked in the parade for 
the first time to support gay rights. 

Through social media, the Rafto 
Foundation has contributed to 

attracting attention to the cause of 
the prize recipient Nabeel Rajab. 
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Situation worsened for the Uighurs  
The situation for the ethnic minority, the Uighurs, in China has drastically worsened in recent years. 
More than a million Uighurs have been detained in the so-called re-education camps, and China is 
moving with increasingly larger steps in an authoritarian direction. The Rafto Foundation is  
concerned about the development, and we shed light on this in a debate contribution (Vårt Land, 
27/7), with a particular focus on human rights and Norwegian academia’s institutional cooperation 
with China. On the basis of this contribution, the Rafto Foundation became part of an exchange of 
views between the Foundation, researchers and the management of various Norwegian universities. 
Later in the year, this topic was discussed at a breakfast meeting in cooperation with the Christian 
Michelsen Institute and the Norwegian Uighur Committee. 

 
Local engagement in human rights 
In the spring of 2018, the Foundation cooperated with Brann and Hordaland NFF, and mobilised 
300 supporters and football players to march under the banner #tacklehomophbia in the Bergen 
Pride Parade. It was the first time that a top division team participated in a parade to support gay 
rights. #tacklehomophbia was also marked at Brann Stadium during a series match. 
 
A number of the students in Bergen became familiar with various human rights issues that the Rafto 
Foundation is concerned about through breakfast meetings. In 2018, four breakfast meetings were 
arranged at the Rafto House with experts and researchers who shed light on various human rights 
topics, and one lunch seminar was held in cooperation with PEN Norway and the Department of 
Information Science and Media Studies at the University of Bergen. 

When the world famous artist Kygo held a concert at Koengen in September, he showed his support 
for the work of the Rafto Foundation in front of an audience of 20,000.
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The international community has long overlooked the human rights situation in Kashmir, but the 
Foundation experienced an important step in the right direction in 2018. Parveena Ahangar and 
Parvez Imroz  presented documentation of human rights violations and attacks on the civil popula-
tion to a number of international actors: the Norwegian and British Ministry of Foreign Affairs, civil 
society organisations, support groups, academics and representatives from the UN Working Group 
for Forced and Involuntary Disappearances. The meetings have resulted in several activities that are 

Important contributions from 
the 2017 prize recipients in a 
new UN report

With the support of the Rafto Foundation, the prize recipients Parveena Ahangar and Parvez 
Imroz provided documentation of human rights violations in Kashmir in a new ground-breaking 
report from the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). The OHCHR and the 
Rafto Foundation arranged a training course for Kashmiri human rights defenders in Nepal.
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considered by the prize recipients to be very valuable contributions to attracting attention to the 
human rights violations in Kashmir. In 2018, the OHCHR completed its “Report on the Situation of 
Human Rights in Kashmir”, in which Imroz and Ahangar’s organisations have contributed thorough 
documentation of forced disappearances and attacks. The report is considered to be pioneering 
work in shedding light on human rights violations in Kashmir. It has been met with resistance and 
political reactions from the Indian authorities, and Parvez and Ahangar have also been subjected to 
aggravated threats due to their contributions. The release of the report has at the same time opened 
new doors for international diplomacy and cooperation between civil society actors in the Kashmir 
region. 

In the wake of this report, the Rafto Foundation, in cooperation with representatives from the 
OHCHR arranged a training course for activists and human rights defenders from Kashmir. The 
course received very good feedback from the participants, who received training in documentation 
work, interview techniques, security and report writing.

Assistance to prize recipients under persecution 
In 2018, the Rafto Foundation supported and followed up several prize recipients. This includes 
support for security measures for the 2011 Rafto Prize recipients, Frank Mugisha and Sexual  
Minorities Uganda (SMUG), contact with the Norwegian embassy in Vietnam regarding the  
situation of the 2006 Rafto Prize recipient, Thich Quang Do, and dialogue with the Norwegian 
authorities regarding the prison conditions and the judgment against the 2013 Rafto Prize recipient, 
Nabeel Rajab, in Bahrain. In 2018, the Rafto Foundation phased out its support of the organisation 
Barnas Glede in Belarus. This work has for several years been an important follow-up to the Rafto 
Prize awarded to Gennadij Grusevoj in 1999.

With support from the Rafto Foundation, Parveena 
Ahangar and Parvez Imroz were able to present documen-
tation of forced disappearances, violence and murder in 
Kashmir to UN representatives in Geneva. 

“There is an urgent need to address past and ongoing human 
rights violations and abuses and deliver justice for all people in 
Kashmir, who for seven decades have suffered a conflict that 
has claimed or ruined numerous lives”                                        
From the UN Kashmir report
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Strengthening women human rights defenders  
Since its establishment in 2014, the Women’s Network has been a solid network for women human 
rights defenders in the Middle East, North Africa and Southeast Asia. In 2018, the Rafto Foundati-
on arranged three gatherings to prepare joint projects to promote the rights of women in the region, 
participate in the training of trainers (ToT) and to build up expertise. The goal is to provide the 
participants with the expertise and capacity required to be able to train other female human rights 
activists outside of the network.

The women who participate in the network are exposed to risk, such as gender-based threats and 
violence. Their work is often regarded by the authorities and population as challenging traditional 
family norms and gender roles in society. They must observe strict security rules, which can often 
make them feel isolated. The Women’s Network has therefore become an important social arena, in 
which the activists exchange experiences and support each other in the work each individual per-
forms in their home countries.

The Rafto Foundation has promoted women’s rights defenders at the 38th Human Rights Council 
in Geneva. The Rafto Foundation was a co-sponsor, together with the Urgent Action Fund, which 
published the report “Rights Eroded: A Briefing on the Effects of Closing Space on Women Human 
Rights Defenders”.

Promoting knowledge of UN Guidelines for Business  
A survey that the Rafto Foundation conducted in collaboration with the Bergen Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry in the spring of 2018 shows that businesses believe that sustainability and 
human rights are important, but that many of them are uncertain about how they can go about 
working in this area. In collaboration with the Bergen Chamber of Commerce and Industry, NHH 
Norwegian School of Economics and the Municipality of Bergen, the Rafto Foundation will lead 
regional work to promote the implementation of the UN Guidelines among internationally oriented 
businesses in Hordaland.

Through the promotion of the UN Guidelines at seminars, workshops, panel debates and feature 
articles in Norway, the Foundation has contributed to human rights being placed higher on the 
agenda, especially in the maritime sector and the finance and building industry. The sector-specific 
work involves international research communities, such as the Institute for Human Rights and Busi-
ness (IHRB), Danish Institute for Human Rights and the Raoul Wallenberg Institute.

Greater expertise on human rights 

The Rafto Foundation’s and the Norwegian Bar Association’s campaign to introduce a modern 
slavery law has resulted in the Government reporting on the proposal. The Foundation contri-
buted to ensuring that the business sector's human rights responsibility is on the lecture plan of 
recognised national and international programmes in economics.
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A master’s course in human rights and business was held for the second time in the autumn of 2018, and 
the evaluations from the course participants were good. Collaboration between the University of Bergen 
(UiB), IHRB and the Rafto Foundation is well established, and the master's course will be offered  
annually as a continuing and further education course.

Campaign for a modern slavery law 
In 2018, the Rafto Foundation and the Norwegian Bar Association’s Human Rights Committee took the 
initiative to report on a Norwegian law to combat modern slavery. This is part of the Rafto Foundation’s 
work to promote the business sector’s human rights responsibility, including an increased focus on due 
care assessments. A report on the need for a slavery law was presented during Arendal Week to a broad 
panel of politicians, and later on in the autumn, Storting politician Jette Christensen (Labour Party) sub-
mitted a proposal to the Storting. The report has laid the foundation for greater lobbying of politicians, 
the business sector and special interest organisations. At the turn of the year, the new majority  
government adopted in its policy platform that they “will report on an anti-slavery law based on the  
model used in the United Kingdom”.

Human rights on the lecture plan 
The Rafto Foundation’s collaboration on guest lectures for the master's course in CSR and in Globalisa-
tion and Integration has contributed to ensuring that the business sector’s human rights responsibility is 
on the lecture plan for relevant courses at the NHH Norwegian School of Economics. At the master's 
level, the Rafto Foundation collaborates with CEMS, which is a global alliance of prestigious schools of 

PHOTO: The master's course in business and human rights brings in lecturers and experts from throughout 
the world. Harpreet Kaur, Director of the Genpact Centre for Women’s Leadership in India, was one of the 
lecturers in 2018.
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economics that offer a common International Master in Management. In collaboration with CEMS 
NHH, the Rafto Foundation and IHRB have prepared a full day “Skill Seminar in Human Rights 
and Business”. The seminar was held twice at NHH in 2018, and 40 international CEMS students 
participated.

In 2018, the Rafto Foundation entered into collaboration with the student-run national conference, 
NHH Symposium 2019. The Foundation has contributed to building up the expertise of the Sym-
posium students and ensuring that internationally recognised experts in business and human rights 
will be on the list of speakers for the conference in 2019. The Symposium has engaged itself in the 
campaign for a modern slavery law.

The annual Professor Rafto’s memorial lecture, the Thorolf Rafto Challenge at NHH, was held by 
the President and CEO of Yara, Svein Tore Holsether.

Business sector meets human rights defenders 
Prize recipients and other civil society actors have been involved in capacity-building measures 
for the business sector. Prize recipients from India and Nigeria participated in the UN Forum on 
Business and Human Rights in Gèneve. Human rights defenders from Bahrain and Western Sahara 
gave lectures for the master's course at the University of Bergen. Three members of the National 
Campaign on Dalit Human Rights participated in the one-week course “Women and Business and 
Human Rights” in Dehli.

The Rafto Foundation entered into collaboration with Human Rights Watch to support the work 
to use large sporting events, such as the Football World Cup and the Olympics to promote human 
rights and to strengthen the voices of human rights defenders with respect to the governing bodies 
for sports. This is work that the IHRB is also involved in. The Rafto Foundation also participated in 
the Sporting Chance Forum at UNESCO in Paris, where among others, representatives from FIFA, 
the IOC and the Commonwealth Games met human rights defenders from throughout the world.

Seminar series on freedom of expression 
The Rafto Foundation has collaborated for three years with the recognised and liberal Central 
European University in Hungary on the seminar series “Free Speech to Overcome Hate Speech”. 
Through the seminars, the students have gained insight into topics such as hate speech and freedom 
of expression in today's Europe. Politicians, activists, journalists and academics now have an inter-
national, interdisciplinary discussion forum related to these topics. The three-year project ended 
in 2018 with a conference “Dehumanizing the Other: Responding to Islamophobic, Anti-Semitic, 
Anti-Roma and Anti-Refugee Speech”, at the Central European University in Budapest, with an 
audience of 150 attending. It subsequently became clear that the university will be closing its doors 
in Hungary due to pressure from the authorities.

A Manual for Combating Hate Speech against LHBT persons 
This book project in collaboration with Rafto Prize recipient Sexual Minorities Uganda was comple-
ted in 2018. Speaking with Care - A Manual to Prevent, Mitigate, and Counter Hate Speech Targeting 
Sexual and Gender Minorities in East Africa, is a practical manual that addresses the legal framework 
and religious background for hateful expressions against sexual minorities, media handling and case 
studies. The editorial staff consists of representatives from various communities: clergy, LHBT acti-
vists and journalists from various countries, which makes the book relevant to various user groups. 
The manual is distributed through the civil society network in the region.
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A conference on the topic of dehumanisation 
and freedom of expression was arranged at 
the Central European University in Buda-
pest, with an audience of 150 attending. Prize 
recipient Peter Molnar and journalist Keenan 
Malik were two of the many contributors. 

The report “A Modern Norwegian Slavery Law”, 
which was prepared in collaboration with the 
Norwegian Bar Association’s Human Rights 
Committee, was published in 2018. 

The Rafto Foundation supported women grass 
rot acvitists from India with parcicipation at the 

UN Forum on Business and Human Rights in 
Gèneve.  
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More people are receiving 
human rights education 

A record-high number of students and teachers participated in human rights education in and 
outside of the Rafto House. The Rafto Foundation’s offerings are reaching new schools in  
Western Norway.

6

PHOTO:  The Rafto Foundation arranged a tour to schools for the first time together with Rafto Prize recipient Malahat Nasibova, 
in which students in Rogaland and Sogn og Fjordane were educated at the schools. From the Sauda Lower Secondary School here. 
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In 2018, 6,830 students, student teachers and teachers participated in the Rafto Foundation’s 
education programme. Compared with 2017, this is an increase of over 100 per cent, and a doubling 
of the number of students from the upper and lower secondary schools. Three times as many upper 
secondary students have participated in the education programme in 2018 (3,273 students) as in 
2017, while the number is stable at around 800 students a year for the lower secondary school. In 
2018, the Rafto Foundation has worked systematically and purposefully to market the education 
programme to schools and teachers.

Education can be offered throughout the entire region 
In 2018, the Rafto Foundation has had ambitions to expand its education programme offering 
geographically, both through a travel support scheme so that more school classes can visit the Rafto 
House and by visiting schools in the Western Norway region. In April and September, the  
Foundation went on a tour of schools for the first time to Rogaland and to Sogn og Fjordane, 
together with the Rafto Prize recipient Malahat Nasibova, and performed a role play on freedom of 
expression, among other things, for a total of 400 students.

Expansion of the Future Pilot and Democracy Education projects at Utøya 
The Rafto Foundation offers education programmes with various partners. Through support from 
the Kavli Fund in 2017, the number of participants in the Future Pilot project has increased. Several 
school classes have participated in the project, which focuses on human rights, climate and cor-
porate social responsibility, and the programme has been offered in both the autumn and spring 
semesters. In 2018, nine classes from seven different education programmes participated in the 
Future Pilot programme, which is a collaboration between Sustainable Life and Impact Hub Bergen.

The Rafto Foundation is a partner of the European Wergeland Centre and Utøya AS in the proje-
ct Democracy Education at Utøya. An increased focus on and appropriation to the project in the 
revised state budget resulted in five gatherings being arranged with students from the 9th and 10th 
grades and their teachers, a two-day training gathering for new instructors and a three-day offering 
for 30 student teachers from all of Norway.

Expertise in demand among the teachers 
The Rafto Foundation sees an increase in the demand for democracy and human rights education 
among teachers in Western Norway. This applies in particular to expertise on topics such as inclu-
sion, education in controversial subjects, critical democratic education, efforts to combat group 
hostility in schools, didactics and methodology. In 2018, 1,686 teachers participated in lectures, 
seminars, courses and education, and this is close to a doubling since 2016 (947 teachers) (164 in 
2015, 718 in 2017). 

The demand comes from the Hordaland County Authority, Municipality of Bergen, individual 
schools and municipalities in Western Norway and elsewhere in the country. Some of the increase 
is attributed to the establishment of large collaboration projects: RVTS West course model for the 
prevention of radicalisation and violent extremism and the Dembra Project (Democratic prepared-
ness against racism and anti-Semitism). In collaboration with the Hordaland County Authority, four 



22

upper secondary schools have now been recruited to participate in the Dembra Project, in which the 
schools are followed up for one year.

The Rafto Foundation has offered three teacher courses in collaboration with the professional 
network in the Hordaland County Authority for social studies teachers in the upper secondary 
school. In 2018, the topics were related to anti-Semitism today and innovative climate education. 
In connection with the 70th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, an extra 
teacher course was arranged.

Collaboration with the university and university college sector 
In 2018, the number of participating student teachers increased 24.5 per cent compared with 2017. 
The Rafto Foundation collaborates with teacher education programmes at the Western Norway 
University College, the University of Bergen and the Norwegian Teachers’ Academy, especially in 
connection with didactics and democracy and human rights education.

A stronger research community at the Rafto House 
The Rafto Foundation has worked to develop and make known its research community for demo-
cracy and human rights education. In the spring of 2018, the head of studies transitioned to a new 
position as a research fellow at the University of Bergen, with a doctoral degree project on group 
hostility in schools. The research fellow position is combined with a part-time position at the Rafto 
Foundation, with responsibility for the Dembra Project. The competence of the Education  
Department has been enhanced now that two employees have completed their master’s theses: 
one on student council elections and one on Holocaust remembrance services in Norway. A debate 
contribution on the relationship of young people to democracy (VG 4/9) has also helped make our 
competence known nationally.

Collaboration with Norwegian Peace and Human Rights Centres  
Collaboration between the Norwegian Peace and Human Rights Centres was strengthened in 2018. 
All of the centres were represented for the first time at Arendal Week with a joint stand and bran-
ding, professional events and a joint feature article in Aftenposten.

The Rafto Foundation collaborated with the Bergen International Film Festival (BIFF) on a free 
education programme linked to a documentary for upper secondary schools in Hordaland. The sub-
ject of the documentary was climate, human rights and #metoo, and the Rafto Foundation contri-
buted preparatory materials for teachers and students. 

PHOTO: “What engages you?” The 
human rights tree at the stand during 

Arendal Week was a collaboration  
between the Norwegian Peace and 

Human Rights Centres. 
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In 2018, the level of activity on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram increased, and the number of fol-
lowers is increasing steadily – from a total of 10,000 followers in 2017 to 13,000 followers in 2018. 
The Rafto Foundation regularly tips off Norwegian editors about matters that concern the prize 
recipients’ situation, and has also prioritised writing debate contributions. In 2018, the Foundation 
had 12 contributions printed, and in 2017 there were eight debate contributions.

In 2018, the Foundation increased the frequency of its newsletters and established routines so that 
more people could receive information regularly. Provisions have been made to comply with the new 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in the EU, and they include new routines for consent, 
storage and the deletion of personal data.

In collaboration with the film producer Paul Johannessen, the Rafto Foundation has produced three 
videos to promote its education programme and attract attention to the Rafto Prize. The response 
to the videos has been good on social media.

The number of visitors to the website has been stable in recent years, with a slight decline in 2018. 
A qualitative user test was carried out in the spring so that content could be adapted to the needs of 
the users. 
 
The Foundation has seen a gradual increase in private contributions in recent years. In 2018, the 
Rafto Foundation started to make a systematic effort to increase the share of private support, both 
from private donors and businesses. Private persons can now donate money to the Foundation on 
Facebook. The first donation campaign was launched in social media before Christmas. The Rafto 
Foundation has held paid lectures for local organisations and associations.

Support functions: 
Communication and fundraising

In 2018, the Rafto Foundation made an effort to make our commitment to human rights 
defenders known in the media and social media. A systematic effort has been launched to 
increase the share of private support. 

6
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PHOTOS: Upper left: Kasper Vagle and Line Sverdrup participated in the Mongol Rally and raised NOK 10,000 for the work of the Rafto 
Foundation. Right: Photo post on Women's Day was one of the most shared posts in 2018. Lower left: Video on the role play. Right: Christmas 
campaign on social media.
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SPECIALLY DESIGNED 
WOODEN BOXES WITH NEW 
RAFTO BRANDING WERE 
PLACED ON 
TORGALLMENNINGEN SQU-
ARE IN BERGEN DURING THE 
VISIT BY THE RAFTO PRIZE 
RECIPIENTS IN NOVEMBER 
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The Rafto Foundation is a non-profit foundation that is managed from the Rafto House in Bergen. 
The purpose of the Foundation is, in the spirit of Professor Thorolf Rafto, to work for human rights, 
first and foremost for intellectual freedom, political freedom and economic freedom. This work shall 
be carried out on humanitarian grounds with no geographic limitations, in order to promote human 
worth. The work of the Rafto Foundation is largely based on volunteerism.

The Rafto Foundation’s most important task is to award Professor Thorolf Rafto’s Memorial Prize – 
the Rafto Prize. The prize is awarded every year, preferably on the anniversary of Rafto’s death on 
4 November and consists of a diploma and a cheque for USD 20,000. The actual prize amount is 
paid from the Rafto Prize Fund Foundation. The Rafto Prize has been awarded since 1987. Through 
awarding the Rafto Prize, the Rafto Foundation shall set the agenda and be a supporter for people 
who are at the forefront in combating oppression.

 
Values, primary objectives and core activities 
 The Rafto Foundation’s values are courage, respect and solidarity. 

Our primary objectives are: 

1: Awarding the Rafto Prize to selected human rights defenders.

2: The Rafto Foundation shall take an active part in the battle for human worth by being a long-
term partner and supporter of the Rafto Prize recipients in their human rights work.

3: The Rafto Foundation shall, through education and dissemination, promote knowledge of and 
commitment to democracy, human worth and human rights.

 
Our core activities are organised into three categories: 

1: Rafto Prize – selection and awarding 

2: Follow-up of the Rafto Prizes 

3: Education and dissemination of human rights and democracy. 

 
Support functions are organised into three categories: communication, organisation and financing.

Nature of the activities8
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Organisation

Board of Directors 2018 
Board Chairperson Martin Paulsen  
Deputy Chairperson Anne Horn  
Board members:  
Siri Gloppen 
Liv Unni Stuhaug (employee representative) 
Anders Skjævestad 
Siri Strandenes 
Anders Waage Nilsen  
Lise Rakner  
Observer: Aud Raknem (Board Chairperson of 
 the Friends of the Rafto Foundation).  
Harald S. Kobbe resigned as a board member at the annual 
meeting. 

In 2018, the Board of Directors had six board meetings.  

Management 2018 
Permanent employees in a full-time position: 

Jostein Hole Kobbeltvedt, Executive Director  
Therese Jebsen, Senior Advisor 
Stig Rasmussen, Head of Administration 
Julie Ane Ødegaard Borge, Head of Education  
(from 5 March) 
Kari Amble, Senior Communications Advisor 
Iver Ørstavik, Senior Advisor 
Ingrid B. Rosland, Advisor  
Bjørnar Dahle, Education Advisor 
Liv Unni Stuhaug, Project Coordinator, Rafto Prize 
Kristine Gabrielsen, Communications Advisor 
 
Solveig Moldrheim, Head of Education until 4 March 
2019, 80% educational leave from 5 March 2019 to 5 
March 2021. 20% position with the Dembra Project 
during her leave.

Marita Wahl-Nygård, 70% position as a filing clerk / 
teaching staff from March to August, 100% project staff 
education advisor from 1 September 2018.

The Rafto Foundation had one person on a project  
contract during 2018: Sunniva Ingholm, Rafto Prize  
Assistant (40% 1 August to 30 November), and three 
employees on an hourly basis: Øystein Kobbeltveit,  
Marie Tindstad and Maria Hindahl.

Trainee programme  
The Rafto Foundation established a trainee programme in 
2010, in which volunteers work two days a week,  
normally for one year, as part of the management. Today, 
the programme has established learning objectives and 
formalised follow-up by the Foundation to a greater extent 
than previously.

Trainees in 2018 
Viola Breuling, teaching, autumn 
Therese Aarhus, teaching 
Marie Tindstad, teaching, spring 
Laxshita Arumugadas, Rafto Prize

Rafto Foundation’s Prize Committee 2018 
Chair Lise Rakner, Lars Ivar Oppedal Berge,  
Line Alice Ytrehus, Kristine Onarheim,  
Michael Hertzberg, Eirik Hovden, Johannes Servan,  
Helle Mai Haugen (Student Chairman 2018) 

Volunteers 
The Rafto Foundation is a non-profit organisation that 
is largely based on volunteerism. Around 50 persons are 
active through various tasks on the Board of Directors, 
Prize Committee, Student Group, Oslo Group, etc.

9
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Rafto House – Egil Rafto House Foundation  
The Rafto Foundation leases offices in the Rafto Ho-
use – Menneskerettighetenes plass 1. The property is 
owned by the Egil Rafto House Foundation, which was 
established in 1997. Jan Ramstad is the Board Chairman 
of the Egil Rafto House Foundation and Dag Stiegler is a 
board member. The Rafto Foundation sublets offices to 
Amnesty International Norway. The Rafto Foundation 
is responsible for the day-to-day operation of the Rafto 
House.

The Rafto Prize Fund Foundation (Rafto Fund) 
 The aim is for the financing of the Rafto Prize to take 
place on an independent and free basis. The Rafto Fund 
was established in 2008, and the fund’s assets are 
built up through donations from private individuals and 
companies. The main purpose of this is to make funds 
available to the Rafto Foundation in connection with 
the annual award of the Rafto Prize. The funds may also 
be used for the follow-up of previous Rafto Prizes. The 
Board of Directors of the Rafto Prize Fund Foundati-
on consists of Tom O. Kleppestø (Chairman), Elin Bull 
Stokke, Lisbet Nærø and Alexander Cappelen.

Friends of the Rafto Foundation  
Throughout the year, the friends association has engaged 
in education work for young people in collaboration with 
the Education Department of the Rafto Foundation. The 
friends association has contributed in various ways during 
the prize ceremony, and performed communal work in 
the garden of the Rafto House.

Human Rights House Network 
 The Rafto House is a member of the Human Rights 
House Network (HRHN), an international network of 
human rights houses with members and partners in Oslo, 
Moscow, Warsaw, Sarajevo, Minsk, Zagreb, Baku and 
London, among other places.  
 
Professional partners  
Norwegian Bar Association’s Human Rights Commit-
tee, Amnesty International, Arkivet Peace and Human 
Rights Centre, Association of Parents of Disappeared 
Persons, Bergen Turlag, 

Bergen School of Architecture, Bergen Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, Bergen International Film Festi-
val, Business and Human Rights Resource Centre, Bergen 
City Architect, Bærekraftig Liv, Central European Univer-
sity, Christian Michelsen Institute, Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights (Poland), Danish Institute for Human Rights, 
International Justice Commission, Norwegian Human Righ-
ts Fund, Norwegian Helsinki Committee, Falstad Centre, 
Fargespill, Finance Norway, FN-sambandet, Free Courts 
Campaign, Norwegian Guarantee Institute for Export Cre-
dits, Norwegian Centre for Holocaust and Minority Studies, 
HLM arkitektur, Human Asia, Norwegian Humanist Asso-
ciation, Human Rights House Foundation, Human Rights 
Watch, Impact HUB Bergen, Initiative for Ethical Trade 
(IEH), Institute for Human Rights and Business, Internatio-
nal Service for Human Rights, Jammu and Kashmir Coali-
tion of Civil Society, Joy of Children, Church City Mission, 
Maritime Forum, Media City Bergen, Western Norway 
University College, Nansen Peace Center, Narvik Centre, 
NLA University College, Norwegian School of Economics, 
Nor-Shipping, Norsif, OECD Point of Contact, Office of 
the High Commissioner for Human Rights, PEN Korea, 
PEN Norway, Raoul Wallenberg Institute, RVTS Vest, 
Sexual Minorities Uganda, SK Brann, Snøhetta, SOAS Uni-
versity of London, Support Committee for Western Sahara, 
European Wergeland Centre, YoungShip, UN Forum on 
Business and Human Rights, University of Bergen, Warwick 
University, Westminister University, Wista.

Public supporters: 
 Municipality of Bergen, The Cultural School Bag, Hor-
daland County Authority, the Ministry of Education and 
Research,the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Other supporters:  
Formuesforvaltning, Institusjonen Fritt Ord, Kavli Fund, 
Kygo, Sparebanken Vest, Vibeke Aase and J.F. Odfjell’s 
Charitable Foundation.

Rafto Prize contributors:  
Den Nationale Scene, Photographer Hans Jørgen Brun, 
Kulturoperatørene AS, Rikhard Juuhl Blomster, Godt Brød, 
the Student Union, and the University Aula

Partners 10
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Health, safety and the 
environment

Operations

The Executive Director has primary responsibility for the 
Rafto Foundation’s HSE work. Bjørnar Dahle is the safety 
delegate. The follow-up of HSE matters is delegated to 
the administrative supervisor. HSE matters are discussed 
regularly at staff meetings.

The Rafto House is an old building in need of regular re-
pairs to maintain a good physical working environment. In 
2018, we conducted a fire drill and test of the fire extingu-
ishing equipment. 

The Board of Directors emphasises having a good distri-
bution among female and male members. In 2018, there 
were five women and three men on the Board of Directors. 
The Prize Committee had four women and four men, and 
there were seven women and four men among the    

full-time employees. 

There have been no injuries or accidents related to the 
operations in 2018. Total absence due to illness relative to 
the total number of working hours was 5.1%. No work-re-
lated absence due to illness has been reported. 

A majority of the employees are organised in the Norwegi-
an Civil Service Union (NTL), and the Rafto Foundation is 
a member of the Enterprise Federation of Norway (Virke). 
The parties are bound by Section 27 of the National Colle-
ctive Agreement for Enterprises. 

The Rafto Foundation does not pollute the external 
environment more than what is normal for similar enter-
prises.

In the opinion of the Board of Directors, the income state-
ment and balance sheet presented for the 2018 financial 
year provide a fair and accurate view of the Foundation’s 
financial standing and results.

The operating revenues for 2018 were NOK 16,274,036, 
compared with NOK 16,545,054 for 2017. Total  
operating costs were NOK 16,247,697, compared with 
NOK 15,413,835 for 2017.

The Foundation’s accounts show an operating profit of 
NOK 26,339. In 2017, the Foundation reported an opera-
ting profit of NOK 1,131,219.

Net finance items were NOK -14,912, compared with 
NOK 47,339 in 2017.

In 2018, the Foundation thus reported a profit for the year 
of NOK 11,427.

In 2017, the Foundation reported a profit for the year of 
NOK 1,178,558.

Total liabilities as at 31 December 2018 were NOK 
1,701,225, compared with NOK 2,740,388 in 2017. 
The assets were NOK 7,376,181, compared with NOK 
8,403,917 in 2017.

The Foundation’s basic capital is NOK 300,000. The Fo-
undation’s total equity as at 31 December 2018 was NOK 
5,674,956, compared with NOK 5,663,529 in 2017.

12
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12
Result of the activities
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Operating revenues Note 2018 2017
Other operating revenues 7 16,274,036 16,545,054  
        
Operating costs       
Cost of sales  5,322,249 5,555,484  
Payroll costs 3, 4 7,996,238 7,303,696  
Depreciation 5 176,502 161,426  
Other operating costs 3 2,752,708 2,393,229  
Total operating costs  16,247,697  15,413,835 
  
Operating profit  26,339 1 131,219  
        
Finance income and costs       
Other finance income  54,979 61,452  
Write-down of financial assets  61,562 0  
Other finance costs  8,329 14,113  
Net finance items  -14,912 47,339
        
Profit for the year  11,427 1,178,558  
Transfers and allocations       
Transfers to other reserves 6 11,427 1,178,558

Income Statement 
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Balance Sheet (as at 31 December 2018) 

Non-current assets Note 2018 2017     
Property, plant and equipment
Land, buildings and other real property 5 620,540 661,198
Operating equipment, fixtures,  
tools, office machines  5 59,672 101,784  
Total property, plant and equipment  680,212 762,982
           
Non-current asset investments          
Investments in shares and units  188,438 250,000
Total non-current asset investments  188,438         250,000
Total  assets  868,650 1,012,982
           
Current assets           
Receivables 
Trade receivables  389,178 100,827  
Other receivables  28,948 126,111
Total receivables  418,126 226,938
Bank deposits, cash, etc. 2           6,089,405 7,163,997
 
Total current assets  6,507,531 7,390,935
Total assets  7,376,181 8,403,917 
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Equity Note  2018 2017
Paid-in capital  
Basic capital 6 300,000 300,000 
Total paid-in capital  300,000 300,000  

Retained earnings       
Other reserves 6 5,374,956 5,363,529
Total retained earnings  5,374,956 5,363,529
Total equity  5,674,956 5,663,529  
   
Liabilities       
Current liabilities       
Trade payables  283,515 677,949  
Public duties payable 2 521,038 570,760  
Other current liabilities 8 896,672 1,491,679 

Total current liabilities  1,701,225 2,740,388
Total liabilities  1,701,225 2,740,388 
 Total equity and liabilities  7,376,181 8,403,917

Bergen, 31 December 2018 / 6 March 2019

Martin Paulsen
Board Chairman

Anne Horn 
Deputy Chairman

Siri Gloppen 
Board member

Lise Rakner 
Board member 

Anders Skjævestad
Board member

Anders Waage Nilsen
Board member

Siri Pettersen Strandenes 
Board member 

Liv Unni Stuhaug 
Board member

Jostein Hole Kobbeltvedt
Executive Director
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Notes 
Note 1 – Accounting policies
The annual accounts have been prepared in accordance with the provisions of the Norwegian Accounting Act 
and the generally accepted accounting principles for small businesses. 

Revenues 
Revenues consist of grants, donations, associate memberships and rental income. Operating grants and dona-
tions are recognised in step with the consumption of the funds. Investment grants are recognised in step with 
the depreciation of the investment. Rental income is recognised based on the period to which the performance 
refers.

Classification and valuation of balance sheet items  
Current assets and current liabilities consist of items that fall due within one year after the balance sheet date 
and items related to the goods circulation. Other items are classified as non-current assets/non-current liabili-
ties.

Current assets are valued at the lesser of acquisition cost or fair value. Current liabilities are recognised in the 
balance sheet at their nominal amount when they are established.

Non-current assets are valued at acquisition cost, but are written down to fair value where impairments in value 
are not expected to be of a temporary nature. Non-current assets with a limited useful economic life are depre-
ciated systematically. Non-current liabilities are recognised on the balance sheet based on the nominal amount 
of the liability at the time it was established. 

Receivables 
Trade receivable and other receivables are recognised in the balance sheet at the nominal value, less a provision 
for estimated losses. Provisions for losses are recognised on the basis of an assessment of the individual receiva-
bles. There is also an unspecified provision to cover expected losses for other trade receivables. 

Taxes  
The Foundation does not engage in taxable activities. 

 
Note 2 –  Bank deposits 
Restricted tax withholdings in 2018 amounted to 270,748 
Deposits in the withholding tax account are sufficient to cover the unpaid tax withholdings as at 31 December.

Note 3 – Payroll costs, number of employees, loans to employees and auditor fees

Payroll costs   2018  2017
Payroll  6,221,454 5,517,621
Payroll tax  957,147 878,121
Pension costs  404,056 408,628
Other benefits  413,582 499,327
Total  7,996,238 7,303,697
       
The company employed a total of 13 man-labour years during the financial year.
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Remuneration of the Executive Director
Executive Director’s salary  668,042 637,000    
Other remuneration   16,375 27,578 

The Executive Director is a member of the company’s defined benefit pension scheme. 

No directors’ fees or other remuneration has been paid to the Board of Directors in 2018. 

Remuneration to the auditor may be broken down as follows:  2018  
Ordinary auditing    41,562
Assurance services   27,881
The auditor's fees include value-added tax.  

Note 4 – Pensions 
The Foundation is required to have an occupational pension scheme in accordance with the Norwegian  
Mandatory Occupational Pension Act. The Foundation’s pension schemes satisfy the requirements of this Act. 
Contributions to the pension scheme are recognised on an ongoing basis.

 
Note 5 – Property, plant and equipment

 
 
 
Acquisition cost as at 1 January 1,198,288 319,956 1,518,244
Property, plant and equipment additions 93,731 0   93,731
Acquisition cost as at 31 December 1,292,019 319,956 1,611,975
        
Accumulated depreciation  
as at 31 December -671,479 -260,284  -931,763
Book value as at 31 December 620,540 59,672 680,212
       
Depreciation for the year 134,389 42,113 176 502    

Depreciation schedule Linear Linear
  3 to 7 years  3 to 5 years       

The recognised amount related to land, buildings and other real property refers to capitalised enhancements in 
connection with the construction of an experience room in the basement of the Egil Rafto House.

Land, buildings and 
other real property

Total
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Note 6 – Equity

   Other  
 Basic capital equity Total
Equity as at 1 January 2018 300,000  5,363,529 5,663,529
Profit for the year 0 11,427  11,427
Equity as at 31 December 2018 300,000  5,374,956 5,674,956
       
Note 7 – Government grants
 
The Foundation’s grants consist of operating grants from various actors, both public and private. Of the 
government grants, the Foundation receives grants from the Ministry of Education and Research, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Directorate for Education and Training, Council for Cultural Affairs, Hordaland County 
Authority and the Municipality of Bergen. 

   2018  2017
Ministry of Education and Research  5,265,000 5,127,000
Ministry of Foreign Affairs  6,000,000 6,500,000
Directorate for Education and Training  549,684 340,609
Council for Cultural Affairs   110,000
Hordaland County Authority  360,000 360,000
Municipality of Bergen            1,020,000          1,000,000

Total   13,304,684  13,327,609
 

Note 8 – Other current liabilities

  2018 2017
Accrued grants   121,412 809,334
Unpaid wages and holiday pay   665,241 628,331
Accrued costs  110,019 54,014
Total   896,672  1,491,679
        



The Rafto Foundation 
Menneskerettighetenes plass 1
N-5007 Bergen, Norway
E-mail: rafto@rafto.no
www.rafto.no


