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Building brighter futures for children in Malawi
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Welcome to your annual 2021 newsletter! This year as the world continues to respond to the
impact of Covid 19 your support is more important than ever.

Thanks to your help in 2020;
40 children returned home to family guardians

307 children and families had support at home

56 children were given love, lifesaving care and shelter

652 children received preschool education and food



R E D U C I N G  I N FA N T  M O R TA L I T Y

Kelvin’s story
Kelvin arrived at Open Arms on 6 April 2021 weighing just
4.96 Kgs. He was found abandoned near Namitete Primary
School so his exact date of birth is unknown. His case was
referred to the Child Protection Worker for the area and was
reported to the local Police Station. The Police are still trying
to trace the relatives of Kelvin but in the meantime, Kelvin has
a safe and secure home at Open Arms where he is receiving
the much-needed infant care he needs to recover from such
a traumatic start to his life. Agnes is one of his three care
givers and she will nurture him until a permanent guardian is
found through the Social Welfare Office.

Thanks to your support, last year Blantyre and Mangochi
Infant Homes cared for 56 babies from birth to two years old.
Accessible care reduces their risk of death and gives them a
chance to regain their health while being found permanent
homes with a guardian in their communities. 24 babies like
Kelvin were referred to the Infant Homes in 2020 and 40
children were successfully rehomed within their community
thanks to your support.

Donate today by phone 01423 530129, online www.openarmsmalawi.org or with the enclosed FORM

Since November 2020 Kettie, Fred and Maggie pictured have
managed the Mangochi Infant Home, and Community
Support services. They have done an incredible job through
this difficult time.

Open Arms Infant Homes provide temporary care for up to
60 babies from 0–2 years. This helps them survive their
early years and return safely to their extended families.

Infant mortality in Malawi has been dropping for the past two decades. Your
support has contributed to this. In 2020 24 babies were referred to Open Arms
for urgent care and 40 children returned home as healthy toddlers.

How you can help 
Your support is vital to babies like Kelvin who have nowhere
else to go;

l  £5 gives formula milk to a hungry baby for a week

l  £21 gives a one off special care therapy session

l  £40 gives a going home pack to support a child’s move
    to their family

l  £100 gives a month’s supply of beans

l  £150 gives a baby urgent care for a month

A regular gift of £25 a month provides on going
sponsorship to help support children for the longer term.



S U P P O R T  I N T O  A D U LT H O O D

Donate today by phone 01423 530129, online www.openarmsmalawi.org or with the enclosed FORM

Some of the milestones seen this year; 

Wilson completed his
videography course
and has started to build
a relationship with his
family through regular
visits

25 children attended a
‘healthy relationships
and sexual health’
training course to
prepare them for their
future development

Growing independence
Five Open Arms houses are homes to 26 older children and 9
children of Open Arms staff. 33 of these children are in
education across six different facilities including six young adults
who started vocational training courses in 2020. 

Since 2018, Open Arms Infant Homes have been developing
future plans with each child to support them into adulthood and
beyond. These plans have been built in consultation with the children, their schools and staff. They focus on supporting
education or training to find employment and developing existing or new family links to provide a community of support outside
of Open Arms. 

Many of the children already have family links and these relationships are being nurtured. They are key for future development
and independence. Every individual is different though and we remain committed to supporting them so they can achieve a
fulfilling and successful future. We are immensely proud of the achievement of the older children at Open Arms and with your
help we will continue to support their future milestones.

Through family houses, we give
a home, education and training
to 35 older children who have
been supported by Open Arms
for life.

Norman completed
school and moved into
higher education. He
will finish his A levels in
2022 and hopes to
move on to university

How you can help 
£600 will give skills to create an income

£3,000 will build a house for an independent future

£1,500 will give a year’s secondary education

£5,000 will give a year’s university education



S U P P O R T I N G  FA M I L I E S  AT  H O M E

Gladys’s story
“Gladys is now in standard
4, she is doing good at
school because she went to
Madalitso nursery school.
She likes playing local
games and assists her
grandmother doing chores
in the house and in the
garden. Sometimes her
grandmother worries but
she loves her
granddaughter.” 

Open Arms outreach team

Yankho’s story 
Yankho was born in early December 2018.  Sadly, Yankho’s
twin brother died and their mother passed away. He was
referred to Open Arms Infant Homes for urgent care.  Yankho
was diagnosed with cerebral palsy and placed on a special
diet. He had regular physiotherapy to increase his range of
movement and a holistic approach to his development helped
him recover from his difficult start.

Yankho responded well and has now returned to live with his
Aunt, close to Open Arms.  The team are working closely with
his family to make sure everyone is managing with the
additional care that Yankho will need. With four cousins to play
with and learn from, Yankho will come on leaps and bounds.
Regular monitoring and support from the outreach team will
help his family take on his care successfully.

Can you help?
Where families need additional help we give a monthly
sponsorship to buy food, clothes, medicines and basic
supplies for the child. Many children like Gladys and Yankho
are able to remain at home because of this help. We have a
number of children who need this sponsorship. 

If you can help please visit www.openarmsmalawi.org 

Open Arms Community
Outreach supports 307 families
and children who have recently
returned home or need extra
help. It makes sure that each
reintegration is successful by
providing both physical and
financial help tailored to the
children and their new guardians.

Thanks to your support 

307 children have access to
community support at home

61 children needing extra help
receive monthly sponsorship

Donate today by phone 01423 530129, online www.openarmsmalawi.org or with the enclosed FORM



Praise’s story 
Praise, pictured below, was born in 2010 and spent time at Open Arms Infant Homes when her mother died of heart failure. After
a short stay at Open Arms, Praise successfully returned to live with her two siblings and Aunt in Blantyre.

When she was old enough, Praise started Open Arms Namalo Nursery School to continue her learning. She is supported by
ongoing sponsorship and our team continue to monitor her care. She is now in Year 2 of Mwai Primary School and her school
reports shows that she is performing very well academically. Her life and prospects have been transformed thanks to your help.

Open Arms Namalo Nursery School has been supporting young children like Praise since 2003. More than 900 children have
passed through the doors. It is being led by Ivy and Cathy who have 17 and 9 years of teaching experience respectively. Last summer
32 children graduated to move onto primary school, while 5 children remained at the nursery. The daily meal of fortified porridge
which children receive can be their only meal of the day. By placing education and nutrition side by side, nursery schools like
Namalo are making crucial interventions to improve health and education statistics in Malawi and create success stories like Praise.

E A R LY  Y E A R S  E D U C AT I O N

Nine community nursery schools facilitate early years learning and give a daily meal to 652 preschool children in
remote communities. This supports their development and increases their chance of succeeding at primary school.
The schools provide 18 local jobs and increase facilities for local communities.

How you can help 
Only around 30% of children in Malawi make the transition to
secondary school. Your help has made nursery accessible to over
650 children in 2020 giving them the best start to learning.
l  £64 provides nursery education for one child for a year

l  £300 pays for food for one nursery for a year

l  £400 pays for a teacher’s sponsorship for 6 months

l  £3,400 provides nursery and food for 80 children 
    for a year

Long term development
Partners are essential to help keep these schools available 
so that more children like Praise can succeed. 

If you can help protect this vital work contact
hello@openarmsmalawi.org 

Praise
“Her teacher commended her
‘conscientious approach to
homework’ which is always
completed to a high standard
and returned on time.”

Donate today by phone 01423 530129, online www.openarmsmalawi.org or with the enclosed FORM



Never more needed 
We cannot take this work for granted though; your support has never been more needed. Small International Development
charities like Open Arms are facing an incredible challenge having been disproportionately affected by the Covid crisis. We have
seen both a drop in income, as events were cancelled and funds refocused domestically, whilst at the same time we have had
to answer an increase in demand for funding.

The team at Open Arms Infant Home have adapted services and worked harder than ever to provide for the children in their
care but we continue to face a £50k gap in funding to support the 91 children in residential care, 307 children in community
base support and 647 children in community nursery schools. 

We are proud of what we have achieved in our twenty-year partnership. A locally led approach is vital in making sure the most
appropriate help is given where it is needed the most and we desperately want to continue this work.

If you can, please support by making a one off or regular gift today. 
You can protect access to lifesaving care and improve child health and development in rural Malawi. 

Visit www.openarmsmalawi.org to make your gift.

Thanks to your help, we sent £550k over to Open Arms Infant Homes in Malawi in 2020 to continue vital services that give
lifesaving infant care and improve the lives of hundreds of vulnerable children in communities every single day. You can see the
impact of this spread through each page of this newsletter. This would not be possible without you.

Covid 19 has exacerbated the need
for funding in Malawi.

Your support for our emergency
appeal means that;

l  Children at risk had access to the
    urgent care they needed

l  Staff and children were protected
    and operations adapted overnight

l  Extra help like additional food 
    and sanitation equipment were 
    provided

l  Older children were supported to 
    continue learning at home

B E H I N D  T H E  S C E N E S

Open Arms Malawi is a UK charity
dedicated to supporting vulnerable
children, their families and their
communities in Malawi.  Since we
were established in 2000, our funds
have been directed to Open Arms
Infant Homes, a separate and
independent NGO in Malawi. 

Donate today by phone 01423 530129, online www.openarmsmalawi.org or with the enclosed FORM



Building global citizens 
We were delighted to see your determination to support the
work of Open Arms Infant Homes during the Covid 19
pandemic. A number of schools partners have successfully
continued their fundraising efforts, raising record funds across
a wide range of activities.

George Watson’s College in Edinburgh held two virtual ‘Race
nights’ and St Gilgen’s International School in Austria held a
‘Change for Change’ collection that saw their ‘Malawi 21’
student team design and launch an Open Arms hoodie that
will help them promote their work.

We also remain grateful for ongoing support from Kingswood
School in Bath, Lancing College in West Sussex, Queen
Elizabeths Grammar School in Cumbria and Stewarts Melville
in Edinburgh as well as many others who have supported
children and staff in Malawi this year.

The team can’t wait to welcome school visitors back to Malawi
again soon. In the meantime, we’ve been working on school
resources to bring the Sustainable Development Goals and
principles of global citizenship into classrooms.

For more details contact hello@openarmsmalawi.org

Global partnerships 
We’d like to extend a very big thank you to our corporate
partners and their employees, especially SMBC Aviation
Capital and Johnson and Johnson Family of Companies, as
well as the trust and foundations that have supported us this
year. Long term partnerships built over the past 20 years
have enabled our team in Malawi to achieve real change and
more recently to pivot services and respond to the local needs
of the communities in the most effective way.

P A R T N E R S H I P S

Your impact over the past 21 years 

babies have had access to vital
care until they could return to
their families

1017

children and families had a
year of support at home

2267

children had a year of nursery
education and a daily meal

4902

children have a home,  and
access to education and
training

35

people live in community
houses built by Open Arms
Infant Homes

75

Birthing clinic has improved
access to support for women 
in Namalo

1

built by Open Arms Infant
Homes provide a safe space for
learning

classrooms schoolblocks 7 2 s

Thank you! 
We would love to continue this work over the next 21
years to support Malawi’s changing needs. 

If you like the work we are doing and would like to
find out more how you could join us, visit Malawi or
partner with our team, we would be delighted to
explore how we can work together

Donate today by phone 01423 530129, online www.openarmsmalawi.org or with the enclosed FORM



Open Arms Malawi, Community House, 46–50 East Parade, Harrogate, HG1 5RR
Open Arms is a registered charity in England and Wales Reg No. 1171686

Shona Laycock’s Sky Dive  
“I am a 17-year-old student at Ripon Grammar school and have always
wanted to do a skydive. Malawi is a special place to my family as it is the
place my dad grew up and my mum spent her teen years. About 2 years
ago my sister came across Open Arms Malawi through work and spent time
volunteering. Africa has been hit very hard by the pandemic and so I felt that
this would provide a great opportunity to showcase the incredible work that
this charity does.”

Fundraisers have a vital impact on the lives of vulnerable children and families in Malawi. This year
has been very different for fundraising events but that hasn’t dampened your spirits. We have been
inspired by your commitment and dedication and send out our heartfelt thanks to everyone who has
taken part in activities. If you would like to see more stories or join this incredible community of
supporters visit www.openarmsmalawi.org

Building up Miles for Malawi 
We launched Miles for Malawi 2021 in April. With 159 individuals and groups
participating in this virtual journey to Malawi, we’ve raised £3,000 so far. Adjibidji
says “I joined because this was a way for me to help raise funds even if I am not
there physically.” It’s been fantastic to see the efforts of so many individuals
and we’d like to say a huge thank you to everyone involved. This event will
certainly be a regular feature in the Open Arms calendar so if you missed
out please join us next time. 

John Corrie Marathon Plans
“I spent most of my childhood in Blantyre before my family and I moved to
Lilongwe in 1998. When Covid hit I decided that it was about time I started
running again. When I read that Open Arms Malawi had secured a place in
this year’s London Marathon I jumped at the opportunity to sign up. The work
that Open Arms does is amazing and crucial in supporting local communities
across Malawi. This really does make a positive difference. I know first-hand
the extra support that is often needed in Malawi and knowing any money
raised is going to a good cause close to my heart is hugely important.” 

F U N D R A I S I N G  S TA R S

You can still support by visiting www.openarmsmalawi.org

         https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/JohnCorrie

How are you inspired to help?
Give:                Please use the enclosed form to make your gift today and help build brighter futures for children in Malawi.

Fundraise:  If you would like to find out more about how you can join our community of supporters, we have a growing 
                            calendar of events on our website www.openarmsmalawi.org

Support:       We cannot wait to welcome volunteers and partners back to our teams in Malawi and the UK. If you would 
                            like to work with us please get in touch today.

T  01423 530129               W  www.openarmsmalawi.org                E  hello@openarmsmalawi.org

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/shona-laycock23




