
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDG's) or the Global Goals are a collection of 17 inter-related
goals that are intended to act as a "blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all".
Created in 2015 by the United Nations (UN) General Assembly, they succeeded their predecessors, the
Millennium Development Goals (MDG's). The MDG's were 8 goals created in 2000 following the
Millennium Summit of the United Nations. The first of their kind, the MDG's were ratified, or signed, by
191 UN member states and at least 22 international organisations, who committed to help achieve the
MDG's by 2015. The MDG's were criticised, however, for being overly simplistic and by 2015, progress
towards the goals was uneven. Over half of the funds allocated towards achieving the goals had been
spent on natural disaster relief and military 'aid'. The SDG's now form part of what is known as the
'2030 Agenda' and include specific targets for each goal, along with indicators used to measure
progress towards each target. The SDG's are intended to address multiple cross-cutting issues, where
issues like gender equality, education, culture and sustainability span, or undercut, all of the goals. Most
recently, the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 has had serious effects on all 17 SDG's.

Notably, the SDG's emphasise the interconnected environmental, social and economic aspects of
development by centring 'sustainability'. They are an important part of international development, but,
as with all aspects of our world, these issues cannot always be simplified or have their success be
'measured'. Each SDG has a knock-on effect on the others, and so measuring 'highly' in one area might
not reflect the impact on another. For example, achieving high levels of GDP (Gross Domestic Product)
growth in a country might seem undoubtedly positive, but can make achieving ecological and inequality
reduction objectives difficult. Often our environment, women or other marginalised groups, or natural
resources (to name a few) suffer and inequality gaps widen as economic goals are achieved. So, as
global citizens, it is our responsibility to dig a little deeper, keep searching for ways to tackle these
complex issues with respect, and remain committed to helping our world's most vulnerable. The SDG's
are a helpful framework, but they are only just the beginning - it's up to us to keep re-evaluating and
stay responsive, adapting and creating new goals that truly serve to make a difference in communities
across the globe.
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