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About Open Arms

Open Arms Infant Home is a
private Christian charity transit
home for (mainly) orphaned
babies from birth to two years.

The home provides orphaned
babies with what the family
cannot: good, nutritious food,
medical care and security. The
babies receive an abundance of
loving care.

There is no charge to the
families who are encouraged to
visit as often as possible to
maintain a family bond.

The daily 24 hour routine of
bathing, feeding etc. of the 37
babies is covered by three
groups of 6 nannies working in
shifts, plus a matron, cook and
two housekeepers. All
administration is covered by
expatriate volunteers, so no
such costs are incurred.

New building goes ahead

A major project for the year has
been the planning and building of
the new unit at Open Arms (in the
foreground above).

At the moment there is only
enough accommodation to keep
the babies until they are two
years old. Despite the outreach
programme which Neville has
built up over the last three years,
this is still very young for the
children to return to their homes.
They can no longer have the
same high level of care which
they had at Open Arms. Some of
them don't survive.

With the new unit it will be
possible to keep the children until
they are five years old. When they
go back to their villages at this
age they will have a much better
chance of survival.

Work is progressing very well and
it is hoped to have it finished and
in use before the rains come at
the end of the year.

Working on the new building

Frankie

Frankie was brought to Open
Arms about five months ago
when his mother died of an
AlDS-related illness.

He was severely malnourished
and it was thought he was
unlikely to survive. He is now fit
and well and has recently

returned to his village to live with
his father and uncle. To get
there, they had a two hour drive
with Neville to get to Zomba (in
the hills to the east of the Shire
valley, north of Blantyre) and
then a two hour walk home.

Ashville College visit

Pupils from Ashville College are
seen here on their recent visit to
Open Arms. They had a lot of
fun meeting the babies and
helping around the home. One
of their tasks was to repaint the
bedroom furniture.

Projects supported this
year:

For the babies in the home:

° Food
° Clothing

® Medication
In addition:

° Matron accommodation

° Volunteer accommodation
(this will be self-financing
in the long term)

® Start on the new unit.

Many thanks to Andi Barker for
providing all the photographs in
this ieclle
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